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CHAP. I. 



BegmeyandlkaAofRandolph^^Baithrfl^ 
plin — AcoessionrfEdwardJBaUolto (he Throne 
cf Scoäandy and hisßighi to England — Baitk 
cfHaJüdon JBtü, and Metum qfJBaUoL 

RoBBBT Bruce, the greatest King who 
ever wore the Scottiab crown, being dead, 
M yott have been told, the kingdom d«8cend- 
ed to hia aon David, who was called David 
the Seoond, to distiiigiiish him from the 
firat King of that name, who rdgned aboat 
a hundred years before« Thii David the 
Second was only four years old at bis father's 
death ; and althongh we haye seen children 
who thonght themselves very wise at thai 
age, yet it ia not nsoal to give them tBe 
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REGENCY OF RANDOLPH. 



management of kingdoms. So Randolph, 
Earl of Murray» of whom you have heard cö 
much, became what is called Regent of ihe 
Mngdom df ScoÜand; ilmt ia, he exerdmd 
the royal authority until the King shonld 
be old enough to take the cbarge npon him- 
seif. This wise provision had been made 
by Brace, witb consent of the Parliament of 
ScoÜand^ and was very acceptable to the 
kingdom. 

The Regent was y&rj strict in adminis-* 
tering jostiee« If a hüsbimdman had the 
plongh-irons stolen from his plough when 
he left thein in Ute ÜM^ Randolph easiaed 
the ShedlT of Ae coonty to pay the Takie; 
beoanse k was Ae daly of ämt aagistmle t» 
^roteet propeity left in the opoft fields« A 
fbllow tried4o eheat nnder eöloor of tfaui lamt 
he hid his own plongh-irons, and prcttendiDg 
Aat they had been stolen, elaimed the prico 
from the Sheriff, and was peid acoordingi]^ 
the estimated valae, whieh was two Ml» 
lings. Bat the frand being disooTored^die 
Rf^tot eansed the man to be hiuiged. 



E£G£MCY OF RANOOUPH. : 5 

Upon one oocanim» a criminal who had 
dain a poriest» and afterwards fled to Rome^ 
and done penance there» was brought before 
Hie Regent. The culprit confessed the mur- 
der, bat pleaded that he had obtained the. 
P^pe's pardon. *< The Pope»'' said Ran-, 
dolpby ><< mii^t pardon yoa for killing a 
priest, bat bis renuusnon cannot avail yoa 
for murdering a subject of the King of Soot- 
land;" and aceordingly he caased the cal- 
prit to be execated. This was «sserling a 
d^gree of independence of the Pope's au- 
thorily» whieh was very nnasual among the 
prinoes and goTernors of that time. . 
. While the Regent was sitting in judgment 
at Wigton^ in Galloway, a man stepped for- 
ward to oomphun» that at the yery time he 
was qpeaking, a Company. of bis enemies 
were lying in ambash in a neighbooring fo- 
rest, to pnt bim to deatb. Randolph sent a 
party of bis attendants. to seize the men, and 
bring them before bim* *^ Ib it yoa,'' said 
he, ** who lie in wait to kill the lüng's li^ge 
sabjeets ?— To the gallows with them io- 
stantly." 
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6 RSGN&HCY OF BANDOLPH. 

' Randdpli was to be phnied for hü» Jus- 

ti)0e, biit not for fais Mvmiy« He a]H[)eflr# 

to htkwe taken a positiv« pleasiure in pirttis^ 

eriailtiBis to dsaÄ» w}iieh marked iha feto^ 

dly ef th« times and ths timi &i his owa 

disposition. Hjvdng seift hk Gorcmer . be- 

fere him to EUaüdonan Castle ul the Higfa- 

)and% to exeoute eertatn tlueves aod nb- 

bersi that offieer oaused tkei? heads to be 

htt&g round the walls ef the eastlei to the 

number of fi%. Whea Rando^h eame 

down the lake ina bärge» and iaw'the easde 

ademed with these grim and bloodjr heads» 

he Said, <^ He loved better to look npon them 

than on any garland of roses he had ever 

seen.'' 

The eSbrts of the Regent to pveserve the 
estabfishment of justice and order, were 
Boon interraptedf and he was called npon 
to take measures fer the defence of die 
eountry; for Robert Bruce was no seoner 
in his grave than the enemies of his fiunily 
began to plot the nfeans c^destiaying die 
govemment which he had established. The 
principal person concerned in these machi- 



REGENCY OF BANDOLFH. 1 

nki&fnm was Edward Baliol, ihe b6ii of tfaat 
John Baükd wbo was formerly ereaied King 
oFSeotlaBd hj Edwavd L, a&d aftevcrarda 
dsüironed by Um^ and oomikiitted to jbA* 
son, wben Edward dedred to seize upod die 
tinmiify fbr liiiiisslf. After being long de* 
tfdned in prison, John Baliol was at lengtk 
Mffet«d to go to Franoe, where he diäd in 
obscnrity. Bnt bis son, Edward BatioU 
i^eeing, as ho tbought^.a favooi*aiblo oppor* 
tdnity) resolved to renew the claim of bis 
father to tbe Scottish throne. Heoameover 
*to England with tbis purpose, and altbengh 
Edward IIL9 tben King of England, remem- 
"bering the kite snccesses of the Seots, did 
not tbink it prudent to enter into a war 
with them, yet BaHol fonnd a largo party 
of powerfiil Bnglkh Barons, w«ll disposed 
to aid bis enterprise. Tbeir eäus« of resent- 
ment was as follows :— 

Wben Soodand was freed from the do- 

' minion of England, all the Englishmen to 

wbom Edward the First, or bis successors, 

bad given lands witbin that kingdoni,*were 

of course deprived of them. But there was 



8 REGENCY OF RANDOLFH. 

another class of English proprietors in Scoi- 
land, who claimed estates to which ihey 
succeeded) not by the grant of the English 
prince, bat by inheritance from Scottiah 
iamilies, to whom they were related^ and 
their pretensions were admitted by Robert 
Bruce himself, at the treaty of peace made 
at Nortfaankpton, in 1328, in which it was 
agreed that these English Lords shoald re- 
ceive back their Scottish inheritances. Not- 
withstanding this agreement, Bi'uce) who 
did not desire to see Englishmen enjoy land 
in Scotland, under what pretext soever, re- 
fused, or delayed at least, to folfil this part 
of the treaty. Hence, upon the death of 
that monarch, the disinherited Lords re- 
solved to levy forces, and unite them- 
selves with Edward Balioli to recover their 
estates, and determitied to invade Scotland 
for that purpose. Bat their united forces 
did not amoant to more than foar hun- 
dred men*at-arms, and abont foar thoa- 
sand archers and soldiers of every descrip- 
tion. This was a small army with which to 



DEATH OF RANDOäLPH* 9 

iafwk a nation wbidi bad defended itsalf 
so well against die whole Engliah forces; 
bol; SöatUoMl was jnslly «appoetid to be 
VimA weakened bjr the daaüi of her Yalioat 

KlDg. 

. A grenft udafortime bcldl the ooantryy m 
Ihe iUMxpeeted deatb of the Regent Ran« 
dolph) whoae experience and valour might 
haire 4oDe so mudi for tha protection of 
Socrtland. He had aissemUed an armj» and 
tnm bwded with praparatiöna for defenet 
Bgainst Um enterpriae of Balkd and the di»- 
kriierited Lord% when, waeted bjr a painf ul 
and eoABiimiDg dkorder, he died at Mosielr 
bnrg^, Jdy 1833. The segret of the Seol* 
tiflh Mtion for the Regent's death was so 
gveati that it has ooeasioned their histo- 
rians to aUege that he was poisoned by the 
Engliah ; bnt for this there aeems no foun- 
dation. 

Donald, Bari of Mar» nephew to Roheit 
Bruce, was appointed by the Soottish Pai^ 
liameirt to be Regent in the room of the Earl 
of Marray ; bnt he was withont experieace 



10 BATTLE OV OUPPUK. 

as a fioldier, and of hx inÜBrior taients aa a 



Meantime, the King of England, still 
affSecting to maintain peace with Sootland» 
prohibited the disinheiited Lords f rom inyar 
ding tbat country f rom the English frontier« 
Bat he did not object to their eqmpping a 
small fleet in an obscnre English sea-port, 
for the purpose of accomplishing the same 
object by sea. They landed in Hfe» with 
Baliol at tlieir head, and defeated the Earl 
of Fife» wfao marched hastily to o^ose thera« 
They then advaneed northward towards 
Dupplin, near which the Earl of Mar lay 
encamped with a large army, whilst an- 
oiher, under the Earl of March, was ad- 
▼ancing from the southern counties of Scot- 
land to attack the disinheiited Lords on the 
flank and in the rear. 

It seemed as if that small handful of men 
mnst have been inevitably destroyed by the 
nombers coUected to oppose them. Bat Ed- 
ward Baliol took the hold resolntion of at- 
taeking the Regent's anny by night» and tti 



BATTLE OF DUPPLIN. 11 

dieir camp. Wiih this purpose he crossed 
the Barn, which river divided the two hos- 
tile armieB* The Earl of Mar bad neither 
plaoed sentries, nor observed any other of 
the UBual precantions against sarprise^ and 
ih» English came apon bis army while the 
men were aaleep, and totally unprepared« 
They made a great slaughter amongst the 
Seots, whose nombers only served to in- 
erease the confusion. The R^ent waa bim« 
sdf slain, witb the Earls of Carriek, of Mur- 
imy» o( Menteitb» and many other men of 
emlnence* Many thonsands of the Scots 
were dain witb the sword» smotbered in 
the fligbt» or drowned in the river. The 
Eaglisb were.tbemselveB snrprifled at gain- 
ing^Trith such inferior nambers» «o great 
and decided a vietory. 

I Said that the Earl of March was advan- 
cing witb the soutbland foroes to assist the 
Rq;ent. Bat npon leaming Mai's defeat 
and deathy Mareb acted witb so little aetivi- 
ty or spirit, that he was not nnjostly sus- 
pected öf being favourably inclined to Ba- 



13 ACCESSIOK OF EDWARD BALIOL 

lioPs cause. Thai rastorious g&mnl now 
BBsamed the orown «f Sootlftnd^ wliich wm» 
placeduponhiaheBdiitSoooii; agDoaipari 
of Scoäand stunrendored to his «aihoriliy» 
and it aeemed aa if ihe fatal batüe o£ Dap* 
plin, fonght 12th Aogost» 1338» faad dl»« 
flitroyed all the adwuttages wfaicli had hean 
gamad by that of BaimoekbuE&. 

Edward Baliol made an imwortby um «f 
bis succefls. He hastened agaia ta me* 
knowledge 0ie King of England aahia liege 
lord and superior, elthough Bvexy claim te 
such supFemaayhad been venoanced,aad the 
independence(Mf Seodandeji^UeitiyaokaQii^ 
ledged, by the treaty of Northampton« He 
also surrendered to Üie King of Enghudd the 
streng town and oastle of Berwieh, and en»' 
gaged to beeome bis follow^ in all bis iv«i« 
at bis own cbai^es. Edwwrd HL engaged 
on Ins part to maintaan Baliol in peesesrioii 
of the etown of Seotland« Thus was the 
idngdom rednoed pretty nraeb to the same 
State of dependenee and suligection to Eng- 
landi as wben the grandfiither of Bdvnird 



TO THE THRONE OF SCOTLAND« 13 

placed the faiher of Baliol oa the throne, in 
tiEie year 129% atMmt forty years before. 

Bat the saceess of Baliol was raäter ap» 
flumntthan real; The Seottkh patri4ts>were 
in possession of many of the strongholdB of 
die oountry, and the pereon of the yming 
Kmg David was secnred in Dmabarton cas* 
äe, one of the strongest fortre(8Be« in Seöt- 
land, or perhaps in Ihe world. 

At HO period of her history was Seotland 
dierTdid of brave men, able and willing to de- 
Umd her rights. When the scandalous treaty^ 
by wMch Baliol had sorrendered &e indei- 
pendence of hig country to Edward^ eame 
to be known in Scotland, the sueceMor« of 
Bmce's companiims were naturally among 
the first toassert'the oanse of freedmn* John 
fiandolph, second son of Ihe Bfegent, had 
fonned a eecret timon with Ai^ebihald Dou- 
glas, a younger Iniiother of the Oood Lord 
Jaknes, and tbey proceeded to imitate the 
medons of their rel^res. They snddenly 
assembled a condderable foree, and attack- 
ing Baliol, who was feasting near Annan, 

VOL. II. B 



14 BAUOL's FLIOHT TO ENGLAND. 

fthey cat bis goards in pieces, Idlled his bro- 
ther, and cbased bim out of Sootland in 
sacb haste» that be escaped on borf eback 
without time to clotbe bimaelf, or even to 
aaddle bis borse. 

' Arcbibald Douglas, wbo afterwards be- 
came Earl of Donglas, was a brave man, 
like bis &ther, bat not so good a general» 
nor so fortunate in bis undertakings* 

Tbere was anotber Dougbus, called Sir 
William, a natural son of tbe Good Lord 
James, wbo made a gxeat figure at tbis pe» 
riod. Altbougb a bastard by birtb, be bad 
acquired a large fortune by marrying witb 
tbe bmress of tbe Ghrabames of Dalkeitb, aad 
poaaessed tbe strong casde of tbe same name^ 
witb tbe still more important one called ibe 
Hermitage, a large and massive fortress n- 
toated in tbe wild country of Liddesdale, 
Tntbin tbree 4>r foor miles of tbe English 
Border. Tbis Sir William Douglas, called 
usually ibe Knigbt of Liddesdale, was a very 
brave man and a valiant soldier, bat be was 
fierce, cruel, and treacberous ; so tbat be did 
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not keep np ihe röpntafion of Us iather ihe 
Good Lord James, as a man of loyaltjr and 
honour, altfaough he resembled him in mi- 
litary talents. 

Berides ihese Champions, all of whom de- 
elared against Baliol, there was Sir Andrew 
Morray of BothweUy who had married Chris- 
tian, sister of Robert Bruce, and aant of ihe 
young King David* He had so high a re« 
putation, that ihe Scottish Parliament ap- 
pointed him Regent, in room of ihe Earl of 
Mar, slain at Dapplin. 

Edward III. of Engluid now formally 
declared war against Scodand, proposing to 
fimpport ihe cause of Baliol, to take poese»- 
«ion of Berwick, which ihat pretended King 
had yielded up to him, and to chastise the 
Scots for what he called their rebellion. He 
placed himself at the head of a great army, 
and marched towards the frontier« 

In the meantime, the war had b^;nn in 
« manner most nnfavourable for Scodand. 
Sir Andrew Murray, and the Knight of Lid- 
desdale, were both made prisoners in sepa- 
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ittiB ddnnisbes vnQi the EngKsb, andAhetr 
los« At the time wis of the worat conse-» 
fiienee to SeoÜaiid. 

Archibald Douglas, the brotheiv as I have 
JBvteaaidyof ifae Good Lord James, was has- 
tily »i^eiiited Begent, in the xooia of Sit 
Andrew Martmy^ and advaneed with a large 
acmy t« reliai^e ^e iown of Berwick, th^o 
eloBel jr besi^ed b j Bd ward IIL with all bis 
hoat^ Thegaonisoii.madeadetenniDedde- 
fenee, amd the Regent «ideavoiired to re- 
lieye them by giving battle to the Esglish» 
ia wkioh he i^owed more eourage than mi- 
Htxry oondaQti» 

' The Soettish army were drawn np on 
ihe dde of an teminence called Halidon Hill^ 
'withintwoiMieae^Berwick. Kuig Edward 
tBo\ced wkb bis whole host to attack them. 
The batde, like that of Falkirk and many 
others, was deeided by that for midable force» 
the^ archers of England. They were posted 
in a marshy ground, from which they dis* 
diarged &eir arrows in the most tremen- 
dons and irresbtible voUeys against ih» 
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Scots, who, drawn up on the slope of the 
hill, were fally exposed to this destractive 
discharge, without having the means of aa- 
Bwering it 

• I haye told you befora, ihat these Eng«» 
lish archers were the best ever known in 
■war. They were aceustomed to the use 
of the bow from the time they were chil* 
dren of seven years old, when they were 
xnade to practise with a little bow suited to 
their size and strength, which was every 
year exchanged for one larger and strenger, 
tiU they were able to draw that of a fuU- 
grownman. Besidesbeingthnsfamiliariaed 
with the weapon, the arehers of England 
were tanght to draw the bow^string to their 
right ear» while other European nations only 
drew it to their breast. Ifyoutry thediffor« 
ence of the posture, yon will find that a 
mnch longer arrow can be drawn tothe ear 
than to the breast, beoause the right band 
has more room. 

While the Scots snffered under these 
practised and skilful archers, whose arrows 

b2 



18 BATTLE OF HALIDON HILL. 

feil like bail amongst them^ throwing their 

ranks into disorder, and piercing the finedt 

armonr as if it had been pasteboard, they 

made desperate attempts to descend the bill, 

and cometo dose combat. TheEarlof Ross 

advanced to the charge, and had he been 

«econded hj a sufficient body of the Scottish 

eavalry, he might have changed the iate of 

the day ; but as this was not the case» the 

Baris of Ross, Sutherland, and Menteith, 

were oyerpowered and slain, while their 

followers were dispersed by the Englieh 

cavalry) who advanced to protect the arch^ 

ers. The defeat of the Scots was then com- 

plete. A number of their best and bravest 

nobiUty were slain, and amongst them Ar- 

ehibald Douglas, the Regent: very many 

were made prisonws. Berwick surrendered 

in consequenee of the defeat, and Scotknd 

seemed again to be completely conquered 

by the English. 

Edward once more overran thekingdom, 
«eized and garrisoned casües, extorted firom 
Edward Baliol, the nominal King, the com- 
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plete cession of great pari of the southem 
cQuiitiesy named goyemors of the casües and 
sheriffis of the counties, and exercised com- 
plete authority, as over a oonquered coun- 
try. Baliol, on his part, assumed once more 
the rnle of the northern and western part 
of Scotland, which he was permitted to re- 
. tain under the vassalage of the English 
monarch. It was the opinion of most people 
that the Scottish wars were ended, and that 
there no longer remained a man of that na- 
tion who had influence to raise an army, or 
ekill to conduct one. 
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CHAP. II. 

Siege ofthe Castle ofLoch Leven — BatÜe ofSiU 
hlene — Siege of Dunbar Castle — Sir Andrew 
Murray ^-^StaJte of the Couniry — TVmma- 
ments. 

The English, a more powerfiil and rich- 
er nation, better able to fumish forth and 
maintain large armies, often gained great 
victories over the Scots ; but^ in retarn, the 
Scots had a determined love of indepen- 
denoe, and hatred of foreign tyranny, which 
induced them always to maintain their re- 
sistance' under the most unfayourable cir* 
cumstances, and to repair, by slow, stub- 
born, and continued exertions, the losses 
which they snstained. 

Throughout the whole country of Scot- 
land, only fonr Castles ancTa small tower ac- 
hnowledged the sovereignty of David Bruce, 
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«Aer ihe battle of Halidon ; «nd it is wonder- 
fid to see haw the patriots 0oon afterwards 
^aaged fior the betterj hy their efforts, 
tliat unfitvouraUe and seemingly despoEate 
slate of thiags* In the aeveral «kirmishes 
and battles whioh were fought all over the 
kuigdom» the Scots, knowing the country, 
and haTing the good- will of the inhabitants^ 
were generally suceesisMy as also in sar«- 
joiaiag eastles and fort% cotting off oon« 
"Wfju of pTOTinons whieh were g<nng to 
ihe EbgliBh» and deetroying scattered par- 
tiiis of Üie enemy ; so tkat, by a long and 
ineeesaat course of fighting, the patriots 
gfMhnHy r^;ained what they lost in great 
botdea I will teil yon one or two of the 
incidsnts whieh befell doring Üiis Uoody 
war* 

Looh Leren Castle, tutuated on an island 
iqNMi a large kdce, was one of the fonr 
which held out in name of Dayid the Bruce, 
and wonld not submit to Edward Baliol. 
The govemor was a loyal Scotsman, ci^ed 
Alan Yipont, assisted by Jsques or James 
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Lamby. The casde was basiegedby^ John 
Stirliog, a follower of ^a^iol, witban army 
of English« As the besiegers dared not ap- 
proach the island with boats, Stirling feil oa 
a singolar device to oblige the gartison to 
surrender. There is a small river, called tiie 
Leven, which ruHs out of the east^m ex- 
tremity of the lake, pr loch. Across tfais 
stream the besiegers reared avery stcongand 
lofty mound, or barri^, so as to pre^nt die 
waters of the Leven^from leaving the lake« 
They expected that the watws of the Jake 
would rise in consequence of being tfaus 
confined, and that they would overflowthe 
island, and oblige Yipont to surrender« 
But Vipont sending out at dead of night 
a small boat with four men, they made a 
breach in the mound; and the whole body 
of water.breaMngforthwithincredible fiirjr, 
swept away the tents, baggage^ and troops 
of the besiegers, and nearly destroyed their 
army. The remainsof theEnglish monndare 
shown to this day, though some doubt has 
been expressed as to the truth of the inei- 
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eidnit« It IB c^rtain the EDglisli were obli- 
ged to rake the t&^e with loss* 

While these wats were proceediog with 
inGreased ftuy, die Knight of Liddesdale^ 
and Sir Andrew Murray of Bothwell) re- 
tomed to Scotland, havingbeen freed from 
iheir imprisanment, by paying a large ran- 
8om ; -the Earl of March also embraced the 
party o^ David Brnee. An eqoally brave 
duunpion was Sir Alexander Ramsay of 
Datwolsy, who, plaeing himself at the head 
of agallant troop of yonng Seotsmen, chose 
for bis rendence the large eaves which are 
•tiU to be Seen in the glen of Roslin, from 
whtehhe nsed to sally forth, and fight with 
the E^glishmen and their adherents. From 
this jfiBße of refnge he sometimes made ex- 
eordons as &r as Northomberland, and 
drove spoil from that conntry. No yonng 
Soettishsoldier wasthonght entided to make 
pretimrion to any renown in arms, unless he 
had irerved in Ramsay's band. 

A OMisiderable battle was fonght in the 
North of Seotlandy which tumed to the ad- 
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vantage of the jonng King. KUdnugnua 
Castle was one of the four wUeh hel4 o^t 
for David Bmcck It was defended by King 
DaTid*8 aunt, a veneraUe matiDn, Chri*« 
^n Bmcei the wife of Sfar Andvew M|tfw 
ray, and the sisler of the brave King 'Sio* 
bert; for in those warfike days women oom* 
manded Castles, and «sometimes fooght ia 
battle. This castle, whieh was oHb of the 
last plaees of refoge for the patriotay was 
besieged by David Hastings, the Earl of 
Athole, one of the disinherited Lords, who^ 
having changed sides more tfaan once du*, 
ring the war, had at length tnraedentirely 
to the English party. Sir Andt^w Bfamy 
of Bothwell, who had resumed his offioe «dP 
R^ent, resolved to assemble the «tvongesl 
force whieh the patriots oould muster) aad 
ealling together the Knight of Liddeiddide, 
Ramsay, and the Earl of March, he moved 
against llie Earl of Athole, to eonpel hin 
to raise the siege of Kildrummie, and relkve 
its heroie defender. All these great notdes 
were unable to raise above one thonsand * 



.whfle Ailurie had ihre« .tunoft that 
wpmOn^ imder«hii eonmaiid« 

Bat as ilie Seals appro^pIie4 tbe tarrito^ 
ry of Kildnunmie» they were jomed by one 
JqlmCraig» ThMgenÜcimBii^loiigedtotlie 
voysliits df Soodand; butJbaving.been niade 
ftimnA by theEarl of Athole, he hadagveod 
t» pay a larga» tfinnom, and tfae morrow was 
% Ao tim^l^pouited fi»r prodaeing die imoney. 
He was^tberefiN» aiudous to aeoomplijdi the 
defiiat or deatb of Athole before the money 
waa paid to bim, and Üraa to saye hia ra&som* 
.IViÄ thw porpoie, he condocted the Seoto- 
laea tibroiigh the fiirest of Biaenar» whei» 
tb^ were joined by the nativea of diat ter« 
litory, and ihna eame suddenly on the Earl 
of Attiele^ who ky encamped in the fbieat. 
Athide atarted op in aorprise when he saw 
bia enemiea appeas ao imexpectedly ; bot 
he waa a 8toui<Jiearted man^ though fidkle 
in hia political attaefamenta. He looked at 
a great rodk whieh lay beside bim» ^d 
Bwore an oalh^hat he wonld not fly thatday 
' aatil that rock abould ahow bina die exam- 
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ple* A small brook divided Übe two pa^ilic 
The Knight of liddesdale^ who led die vs 
of the SootSy advaiiced a little way doi;« 
the bank on bis side» theii takiiig bis spei 
by the middle, and keeping bis own nve 
back with it» he bade them fuUt^ wfaich occi 
doned Bome marmunu The Earlbf 'AiboL 
seeing tbis pause, exdaimed, .^^ These me 
are half discomfited;" and rushed%o cbai^ 
them, followed by bis men in some disordei 
When they had passed the brook, and wer 
ascending the bank on the other side»- 
<< Now is our time," said the Knight of Lid 
desdale, and chaiged down hill with leyel 
led lances, bearing Atbole's followers back 
wards into the ford. The Earl htmself, dis 
daining quarter, was slain nnder a grea 
oak-tree. Tbis was the battle of KUblene 
foiigbt on Saint Andrejs day, 1S35. 

Among the warlike ezploits of tbis pmod. 
we must not folget the defence of the Cestk 
of Dunbar by the celebrated Conntess oi 
March« Her lord, as we have seen, had 
embraeed the side of David Bruce, and had 
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tak«Q the field with the Regent. TheCoun- 
tess» who from her complexion was termed 
Black Agnes, by which name she is stiU 
ikmfliarly remembered, was a bigh-sinrited 
and conrageouB woman, the danghter of 
that Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray, 
whom I have so often mentioned» and the 
heiress of his valour and patriotism. The 
Castle of Dunbar itself was yery strong, 
being built upon a chain of rocks stretehing 
kito the sea, und having only one passage to 
ihe maitiland, which was well fortified. It 
was besi^ed by Montagae, Earl of Salis- 
bury, who employed to destroy its waHs great 
military engines, constructed to throw hnge 
stones, with which machines foriificatidns 
were attacked before the use of cannon. 

Black Agnes set all his. attempts at de- 
fiance, and showed herseif with her maids 
on the walls of the easüe, wiping the places 
where the hnge stones feil with a dean to wel, 
as if they could do no ill to her Castle, save 
raising a litüe dost, whieh a napldn could 
wipe awiiy. 
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The Earl ..of Sttiisbnry ihen eommaad< 
bis engineers to hAag forward to the assau 
an eii§;m6 of aaoäier Idnd» beii^ a so 
of wooden shed, or hoüse^ rolled forward c 
wheelsy ivith a roof of peonliar strengt] 
which» from resembling tbe ridge of a h<^ 
back) occaak>fied the machine to be called 
Sow. Thi% according to the old mode i 
warfiure, was throst close up to the walls < 
a beflisged casde or oity, and served to prc 
tsct from tihe arrows and stones of ihe \h 
lueged a party of scddiers placed within tl 
sow, wbo, being thns defended» were in tfa 
kaeanwhile emplojed in undermining th 
wall, or breaking an entranee throngh i 
with pickaxes and mining tools* Whea tb 
Countess of March saw this engine advan 
eed to the waUs of the castle, she called ou 
to the Earl of Salisbnry in derision, an« 
making a kind of rhyme,-— 

** Bewsre, Montagow, 
For fiUTow sliall thy low«*' 

At the same time she made a signal, and i 
hnge fragment of rock, which hang prepa 
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red for ihe purpose, was dropped down froni 
the wall upon the 6ow,'wIiose roof was thns 
dashed to pieces« As the English soldiers, 
who liad been within it, wexe ranning as 
fast as they could to get oat of the way of 
the arrows and stones which were dischar- 
gcd on them from the wall, Black Agnes 
called ontj << Behold the litter of English 
pigs!" 

The Earl of Salisbory conld jest also on 
such serions occasions, One day he rode 
near the walls with a knight dressed in 
armoar of proof,, having three folds of mail 
over an acton, or leathem jacket ; notwith- 
standing which, one William Spens shot an 
arrow from the battlements of tJie Castle 
with such force, that it penetrated all these 
defences, and reached the heart of the wear- 
er. <^ That is one of my lady's love-tokens,** 
Said the Earl, as he saw the knight f^U. dead 
from his horse. << Black Agnes's loYenshafts 
pierce to the heürt/' 

Upon another occasion, the Coontess of 
March had wellnigh made the Earl of Salis- 
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bary her prifloner* She caused ose of her 
people enter into treaty with the besiegens, 
pretending to betray die casüe. Trosliiig 
to this agreementy the Earl came at mid« 
night before the gate, wfaich he found open, 
and the portcullis drawn up. As Salkbury 
was about to enter, one John Copland, a 
squire of Northumberland, pressed on before 
him, and as soon as he passed the threshold, 
the portcnllis was dropped, aad thns the 
Scots missed thelr principal prey, and made 
prisoner only a person of inferior condiüoB. 
At lengtfa, the Castle of Danbar was r»- 
lieved by Alexander Ramsay of Dalwolsy, 
who broüght the Countess supplies by sea 
both of men and provisions* The Earl of 
Salisbory, learning this, despaired of sue- 
cess, and raised the si^e, which had lasted 
^ineteen weeks. The minstrels made songs 
in praise of the perseverance and eourage 
of Made Agnes. The foUowing lines are 

nearly the sense of what is preserved : 

» 

She kept a stir in tower and trencb, 
That lirawUDjr boisteroiu SeottUh weaob ; 
^^ Came I early, came I late, 
I foand Agnes at tbe gate. 
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' The iRrave Sk Andrew Mimray bf Boäi* 

Wdtti <be Regent of 8oöÜRit4 died im 138^ 

wfaile ihe wta was raging en all sides« He 

«was a good {latriot) aad a great loss to bis 

«euntry, to whioh he had rendered tbe high» 

•est sendees* There is a story told of Wm, 

•wfaieh shows how composed h6 eould be a 

eircamstaiiees of great danger. He was Ib 

the HigUands with a small body of foUow^^ 

ers) when tbe King of England oame upon 

bim with an army of twenty thousand. Tbe 

Regent beard tbe news, but^being tb«i aboiit 

to beer mass) did not permit bis deyotions to 

be interrapted. When mass was ended, the 

pe<^e aroimd bim pressed bim to oider a 

retreat ; << There is no baste^'' sdid Mor- 

ray, oomposedly. At lengtb bis bcMPse wis 

bt^ught ottt, be was abont to mount, aad all 

expeeied that tbe retreat was to commen^« 

Bat tbe Regent observed that a strap of bis 

armont had ^ven way^ and tbis interposed 

new delays. He sent for a partienlar coffsr, 

out of wbich be took a piece of skin^ and 

cut and formed with bis own band, and 
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with mach ddflberatkm, the strap which he 
wanted. By th» time, the English were 
drawing very near^ and as they were so 
many in namber» some of the Scottnli 
knights afterwards told the historian wlio 
relates the inddent, thät no space of tiiiie 
ever seemed so long to them as that which 
Sir Andrew employed in cutting that thoBg . 
of leather. Now, if this had been done in a 
mere vaunting or bragging manner, it wonld 
haye been the behavioar of a vain-glorions 
fool. Bat Sir Andrew Morray had already 
fixed upon the mode of retiring, and he 
knew that every symptom of coolness and 
deliberation which he might show would 
render bis men steady and composed in thenr 
tarn, from beholding the confidence of their 
leader. He at length gave the word, and 
patting himself at the head of bis foUowers, 
made a most masterly retreat, during which 
the English, notwithstanding their numbem^ 
were unable to obtain any advantage or&r 
bim, so well did the Regent avaU himself of 
the nature of the groand. 
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¥oa may well inm^«, my dear dnM^ 
liiat doring iiieae loug and terribla wara 
which were waged» when eastlea were dai> 
fmded and takao^ pisoneni made» maBj 
batdea f ougfat» and nombers of men womid*- 
ed and alain, the Btate of the oonntry of 
Seodand was most miaerabla. Tbere waa 
no finding refuge or protection in ttie lan^ 
«t a time when eTerything w» dedded by 
Üb» strongest arm and the longest aword» 
Tbere was no ose in rainng eropa, when tbe 
man who sowed them was not» in all probat 
faility, permitted to reap Üie gtain. Tfaere 
was litde religions devotion whera so maeh 
▼iolence prevailed ; and the hearts of ihe 
people became so mneh inolined to aots of 
blood and f nry, that «11 laws of homamty 
ttid charity were transgressed wiAout serup 
ple« People were found starved to death 
in the woods with iheir families, while the 
eonntry was so depopulatad and void ot^vi^ 
tiyatlon, that the wild deer came ont of the 
remote woods, and approaehed near to cities 
and the dwellings of men. Whole familiea 
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were redaced to^ei^ gnuw, and oikeni» it is 
saidy fbund a more homble.alimant in the 
flesh of their fellow-creatures. One wretch 
used to set traps for hunuin beings as if for 
wild beastsy and sabsisted on their flesh. 
ThiB cannibal was called Christian of the 
Cleek, from.the cleek or hook whidi he 
used iq his horrid traps. 

In the middle of all these horrors» the 
English and Scottish knights and nobles» 
when there was any tmce between the coun- 
tries» snpplied the place of the wars in which 
they were commonly engaged, with tounm- 
ments and games of chiyalry. These weare 
meetings. not for the express purpose of 
fighting, bat for that of trying which was 
the best man-at*anns. Bat instead of wrest* 
ling, leaping, or running races on foot or 
horse, the fashion then was that the genüe?.. 
men tilted togetber, that is, rode against eaoh 
otfaer in armour with their long lanees, and 
tried which oould bear the other oat ot the 
6addle,andthrow.himtotheground. Some- 
.times they fought on foot with swords and i 
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BifiB; and althoagh all was meräit in coür- 
tesy and iear play, yet liyes were often lost 
in tUs idle manner, as mach as if the con- 
tast had been carried on with the purpose 
of armed hattle and deadly batred. In later 
dajTB they fougkt with swords purpodely 
Unnted on the edge, and with lances ^ich 
had no steel point; bat in the times we 
speak of at present, they used in tilts and 
tonmaments the same weapons whieh they 
employed in war. 

A very neted entertainment of this kind 
was given both to Scottish and English 
Champions by Henry of Lancaster, then 
callod Eadl of Derby, and afterwards King 
Hemy IV. of England. He in^ited the 
Ka%ht of liddesdale, the Good Sir Alexan- 
der Bamsay, and about twenty other distin- 
gniBfafid Scottish knights, to a tilting mateh, 
whieh was to take place near Berwick. Af- 
ter receiving and enteitaining bis Scottish 
goests nobly, the Bari of Derby began to 
inqnire of Ramsay in what manner of ar- 
monr the knights should tilt together. 

6 
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<< With shieldB of plate»'' sud Bam— y» 
** flFuob as men use in taarnamentfi.'' 

This may be supposed a pemiliarly ^raigh- 
ty and starong kind of avmonr^ iiito:ided 
merely for this speei^s of encounter. 

^ Nay/' flaid the Earl of Derby» << we 
Bhall gain little praise if we tilt in such 
safety ; let ns rather nso the lighter armour 
which we wear in batüe«" 

^ Content are we," answered Sir Alex- 
ander Ramsay, ^< to fight in our silk dou«* 
bletfl) if such be your lordship's pleasnre.^' 

The Knight of Liddesdale was wonnded 
on the WTist by the splinter of a spear, and 
was obliged to desist from the exereise. A 
Soottish knight called Sir Patrick Grabane» 
tilted with a warlike English Baron named 
Talbot, whose lifo was saved by bis wear- 
ing two breastplates. The Soottish lanee 
pierced throngh both, and sunk an inch 
into the breast. 'Had he been 6nly mined 
as according to agreement, Talbot had been 
a dead man. Another English knight chal- 
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IsDg^d tbe Graliame at supper-time, to ran 
three courses wiih. him the next day. 

<< Dost thoa ask to tilt with me ?** said 
ihe Grahame; <^ rise early in the.morniiig« 
oonfeas your suis, and make your peace 
with Grod, for you shall snp in Pai^adiBe." 
Accordingly, on the ensuing morning^ 
Grahame nin him through the body with 
bis lance, and he died on the spot Another 
Er.glish knight was also slün, and one of 
iheScotsmortallywounded. William Ram-, 
aay was bcrne through the helmet with a 
lance, the splinter of the broken spear re-* 
maining in bis skull, and nailing bis helmet 
to bis bead. As he was expected to die on 
the spoty a priest was sent for, who heard 
bim ^onfess bis sins, without the helmet 
being removed. 

^^ Ah, it is a goodly sight,'' quoth the 
good Earl of Derby, mach edified by this 
spectade, *^ to see a knight make bis shrift 
^that is, confession of bis sins) in bis hel-> 
w^. God send me such an ending !'' 

Bat when tbe sbrift was over, Alexander 
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Rftm«ä^ fo whom IIm wouiuba^lmigBtwiaf 
brother^ ot kiiuimaii, made him lie dowa.Ht 
lall lengükf imd witb ^ntgerj äi irougkas 
their pafttime, held his fiielid'« beäd dowit 
tirith bis foot» while^ by main starraglb^ b« 
pulled Ihe fragm^nt of the spear xiot of Um 
belmet) and out ei the woand*. Thrä. Wih. 
liam Bamsay started np^ and saidy ^^ ihat 
be ahould do well enough«'^ 

^^ Lo ! what atout hearts mstx may bear I'f 
said the £!arl oi Derby^ as lanoh adn^ng 
äie auTgioal treatmeüt aa be had deoie tha 
religioas« .WhetherthepatioBtliYeilocdiad^ 
does not appear« 

In fixing tbo priaee, it \#as aelded that 
ihe Engltsh knighta shauld deeide wUeh of 
the Seota had done best, and the Seo^ 
ahould, in like manner, judge the Talonr o# 
tfa« EnglisH. Mach equity waa shown'ia 
the deoision on both aidea» and the Earl e<f 
D^by was mtmificent in diatiibation of 
giftB and prisees« Thia may aerTa to shov^ 
you the amusementa of this atirring period^ 
df whiqh war and danger were the aport aa 
weH aa the serious oceupation. 
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Departure of Eiimrä BaiMfrom So&äan4-^ 
JReturn of David tL—DeaA 6/ Sir Akmndeit 

— Batäe of NeviUes Crass^^Cap^vü^i JJb^* 
raiiimf and JkdsA qf Kinil JOo^iidU 

• »• 

NoTWfTHSTANBiNO^ tfae vaUant defence 
iuim^eoned hj the Sfsots, th^ eountry wast 
f^dticed to a mosjb ilitfastrou^ state, by Ih^ 
4Kmänued waars of Edward IIL» wKo was q, 
^rfae Und warlike King as erer lived» Coul4 
)M9 h9>ye tarn0d Iigaiii9t Scotland the whola 
pOt^r 4>f hk kiogdiHn» be migbt probably 
lAve effected tbe eomplete eonquest, wfaich, 
luid b«ea so loBg at^mpted in vain* Bat 
wbile tbe wars in Scotland were at tbe bot<« 
test» Edward became also engaged in bostin 
lities witb France, baving laid claim to tb^ 
cirown of tbat kingdom. Tbns Edward was, 
obliged to «lacken ]^i|s efforis in Scptland,. 
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and the patriois began to gain ground deci- 
sively in the dreadful contest which was 80 
obstinately maintained on both sides. 

The Scots sent an embassy to obtain mo- 
Bey and assistance from the French ; and 
they received supplies of both, whieh ena* 
bled them to recover their Castles and towns 
from the English« 

Edinburgh Castle was taken from the in- 
Taders by a stratagem. The Knight of Lid- 
desdale, with two hundred chosen men, em- 
barked at Dundee, in a merchant yessel 
commanded by one William Carry. The 
shipmaster, on their arrival at Leith, went 
with a party of bis sailors to the Castle^ 
carrying barreis of wine and hampers of 
provisions, which he pretended it was hia 
desire to seil to the English governor and 
bis garrison« But getting entrance at the 
gate under this pretext, they raised the war- 
shout of Douglas, and the Knight of Lid- 
desdale rushed in with bis soldiers, and se- 
cured the Castle. Perth, and other import- 
ant places, were also retaken by the Scot% 
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mad Edward Baliol retired oat of the ^un-; 
liy, in deapair of mitkmg good bis proten- 
iioits to the crown« 

The noblea of Scotland« findii^ the af-^ 
fairs of the ki&gdoQi more prosperous, now 
canie to the resolutip^of bringpbag ba^k fron^ 
France, where he had reeided for safetyi 
thetr young King» Da^id JI«! and his con-« 
fort, Queen Joanna. They arrived in 1341^ 

David XI* was still a youth, neither did 
|ie poBsees at any period of life the wisdon^ 
and talenta of hifi fath^, the great King 
Robert The nobles of SeotU^nd had be^ 
pome each a petty prince on bis own estateg; 
they made war on each pther b9 they had 
done upon the Eoglish, and the poor King 
posaessed np power of restraining them* A 
moet melancholy instance of this discord 
took place, ahordy after Pavid's returii 
firom France« 

I have told you how Sir Alei:ander Ram<- 
9ay and the Knigfat of Liddesdale assisted 
each other in fighting against the Englieh* 
Th^y were great friends and companions in 
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arms. But Ramsay baviDg taken by storm 
the strong CasÜe of Roxburgh, the Kiog 
bestowed on him the office of Sheriff of that 
county, wbich was before eDJoyed by the 
Elnigfat of Liddesdale. As this was placing 
another person in bis room, the Knight of 
Liddesdale altogether forgot bis old friend"* 
ship for Hamsay, and resolved to put him 
to death. He came suddenly upon him witb 
a streng party of men, while he was ad- 
ministering justice at Hawick. Ramsay, 
baving no suspicion of injury from the band 
of bis old comrade, and baving few men 
TÜtb him, was easily overpowered, and, 
beiog woundedy was burried away to the 
lonely Castle of the Hermitage, whicb 
Stands in the middle of the morasses of 
Liddesdale. Here he was thrown into a 
dungeon, wbere he had no other sustenance 
than some grain whicb feil down from a 
granary above ; and after lingeriug a little 
while in that dreadful condition, the brave Sir 
Alexander Ramsay died. This was in 1343« 
Nearly fonr hundred and iifty years after» 
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wards, that is, about forty years ago, a ma<* 
son, digging amongst the ruins of Hermit^ 
age Castle, broke into a dangeon, where lay 
a quantity of chaff, some human bonos, and 
a bridle bit, which were supposed to mark 
äie vanlt as the place of Ramsay's death* 
The bridle bit was given to grandpapa, who 
presented it to the present gallant Earl of 
Dalhousie, a brave soldier, like bis ancestor 
Sir Alexander Ramsay, from whom he is 
lineally descended» 

The King was much displeased at the 
oommission of so great a crime, on the per- 
son of so faitbfal a subject. He made some 
attempts to avenge the murder, but the 
Knight of Liddesdale was too powerful to 
be panished, and the King was obliged to 
receive him again into friendship and con- 
fidence. Bat God in bis own goöd time 
revenged this cruel deed. About five 
years after the crime was committed, the 
Knight of Liddesdale was taken prisoner 
by the English at the battle of Neville^s 
Gross, near Durham» and is suspected of 
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hjBLying obteioed hia Uberty by enterlng Uitß 
a treacherpos leogue with the EngUish mo^ 
narch* He had no tixoe to carry bis trea^ 
$011» bowever, into effect; for, ^bortly aftei; 
bis Uberation, be was alaiu wbUst bimt? 
ing in Ettrick Forest, by bis near re]atioi| 
and godson, William Iiord Dougla«. Tbp 
place wbere be feU was called from bi« 
naoie, William-hope. It is a ]^ty tbat thf 
Knight of Liddesdale committed tbat gr^ 
crime of murdering Ramsay» 9nd eatere4 
into tbe treasonable treaty with tbe King 
of England. In otber respects, be was rank-r 
ed so bigb in public esteem, tbat be was 
oalled tbe Flower of Cbivalry; and an ol4 
writer bas said of bim, ^^ He was terribl^ 
in arms, modest and gentle in peace, tb« 
flcourge of England, and tbe buckl^r an4 
wall of Scotland; one wbom good .success 
never made presumptuons, and wbom evil 
fortune never discouraged." 

We retum to tbe ^te of Scotland at tbe 
limewben tbeyouBg King was restored. Bat* 
iles and skirmisbes were fougbt ^ i41 sides ; 
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bat the Scots having gained back tbe wbole 
of tbeir own country, the war became leBS 
inveterate ; and although no settled peace 
took place, yet truces, to endure for a cer-» 
tain namber öf months and years, were 
agreed apon from time to time; and tbe 
£nglish bistorians allege that tbe Scottish 
nation were always ready to break tbem 
wben a tempting opportunity occurred» 
' Sucb a truce was in existence about 1346» 
wbeü, Edward tbe Tbird being absent in 
France, and in tbe act of besieging Calais^ 
David was indnced, by the pressing and 
urgent counsels of the French lüng, ta 
renew tbe war, and profit by tbe King^a 
absence from England. Tbe young King 
of Scodand raised accordingly a large army, 
and %ntering England on the west fron«* 
tier, be marched eastward towards Dur- 
bam, harassing and wasting the coantry 
with great severity ; the Scots boasting, that» 
now the King and bis nobles were absent, 
there were none in England to oppose them, 
save priests and base mecbanics. 
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Bist A^ ^ere gvently deoeividd. Tluv 
levds of th^ lUNTtbeni eounties of 'E^Vxaü^ 
together vrith the Arehbiflliop of York» «uh 
fi«mUed a gällant ariAy« Tbey 4efe8te4 
the TapguaTd iof tbo Seot», and came npoi^ 
the main-body bjr ««u*priaef Tba Bnglisl^ 
armjr, in wbicb tibere were maay ecclesias«» 
ticfl, bore, aä tibeir «tündard, a orucifix, di»» 
playid amid the baiHi^s of tbe nobiltlyf 
71^6 Soots hffed takoB post aiaoag sionm in- 
dosRireBi wbicb grilatly «mbarrMsed tbeia? 
moTements, und Ümt rank, wmaudog st»* 
üanary, war^^ M oa format oecasionfi, d^ 
■troyed by the EiigUsh arroWB« Hera Sic 
John Grahaoie oflbred bis seryioes to dig-» 
perse the bowmen,. if he were intrusted 
jinäh a body of eavahry» Bat altii^oogh ibis^ 
wa» the moveiDaQt wbieb de^ided the battU 
ef Bandookbunl, Grabame eoubl iH>t obtai^ 
the means of attemj^g it Da tbe meanw^ 
time the Soottiefa army feil faat into difor- 
der. The King bimself fooght braydy in 
ijait midst of bis nobles, and was wounded 
twice with acrows« At lengtb bf was cap^ 



finred by Jofati Oq^Iand, k NottliaBiberhtid 
gentleman; the Same wfao was made pii*« 
i^n^r at Dciiibai*. He did not Mcurehis 
T&fBl oaptive withöut resifirtakice ; far in the 
sittiggle, tbe King dashed out two of Co^ 
hoBLÖ^B teeih with his dafger* Tfa« left wiog 
of tlle Scotlish ariny continued fighting long 
cfter tlie rest wei« routed» and at length 
Biade a saf« retreat. It was coiAmanded by 
Ibe Steward of Scotknd Mid the Earl of 
Marcb. Very many of the Bcottish nobiUty 
W^te Älain | vety kiiany made prisonerB« The 
King himself waa led in triamph through 
Ibe stndete of London, and eommitted to 
ibe ^ower a eloso pirisoner» Tbis batüe waa 
fbngbt at NeTilIe's Crose, near Durbam, am 
17tb October, 1346. 

' thm was another great Tic^iy gained 
by %ht BngUnh orer tbe Scota. It was fol-» 
lowed by iartber advantages, wbicb gart 
ibe ^vietors for a time possession of tbe coun* 
tty ftt>m tbe Scottkb Border, as far as tbei 
verge of Lotbian, But tbe Seöts, as usual, 
werft no sooner CMip^Ued ta «lonviniary 
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nabmission, tban tbey b^an to condder Üiq 
means of shaking off tbe yoke# 

William Douglas, son to tbat Douglas 
wbo was killed at Halidon Hill, near B^«« 
wick, now displayed bis share of tbat cou« 
rage and conduct wbicb seemed tbe birtb«* 
Tigbt of tbat extraordinary family. He re^ 
covered bis own territories of Douglasdale^ 
drove tbe Englisb out of Ettriek Forest^ 
and assisted tbe inbabitantis of Teviotdale 
in regaining tbeir independence* 

On tbis oceasion, indeed, tbe invasion oS 
tbe Englisb was not attended witb tbe same 
extensively bad effects as on former vietories 
obtained by tbem. Tbe title of Baliol y^9B 
not again set up, and tbat nominal sove- 
reign surrendered to tbe Englisb monarch 
all bis rigbt and interest in tbe kingdom 
of Scotland, in testimony of wbicb be pre-* 
sented him a handfel of earth belonging to 
tbe country, and a crown of gold. Edward» 
in reward of tbis surrender of tbe Scottish 
crown, fixed a large annqal income upon 
Baliol» wbo retired from public affairs» and 
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lived eyer afterwards in sncli obscurity^ 
ihat liistorians do not even record the pe* 
riod'0f hifi deatb. Nothing wbich he after- 
wards did bore the same marks of courage 
and talent, as the enterprise in which he 
eommanded the Disinherited Barons, and 
obtained the great vietory at the battle of 
Dupplin. It seems therefore likely, that 
he had npon that occasion some assistance 
which he did not afterwards enjoy» 

Edward IIL was not more fortnnate in 
making war on SooÜand in bis own namei 
than when he nsed the pretext of support* 
ing BalioL He marehed into East-Lothian 
in spring 1355, and committed such ra^ 
Tages that the period was long marked by 
the name of the Bumed Candlemas, because 
so many towns and Villages were bumed* 
But the Scots had removed every species of 
provisions which could be of use to the in-» 
▼aders, and avoided a general battle, while 
they engaged in a number of skirmishes« 
In this manner Edwsull was compelled to 
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mtnat out of Soodibid» «ffer «mtail^g 
mach loas. 

After the failure of this effort» EdWar^ 
Mems to haye despaired of the eonquest of 
Scotland, and entered into terms for a truce^ 
and for setting the King at liberty. 

ThuB, David IL at length obtaiaed hki 
Ireedom from the English, af ter he had beeil 
detained in prison eloYeti years. The Scot$ 
agreed to pay a ransom of one hundred thour 
■aud marksy a beavy charge on a ooiintry al- 
waya poor, and exhausted by the late wi^ref 
The people were bo delighted to fiee ihß Kii% 
onee more^ that they foUowed bim erery^ 
where ; and» (whioh showa the rudenew of 
the timesy) ruahed eyen into hia private 
Chamber« tili» incensed at their troiiUeaomf 
tfnd introfiive loyalty» the King ftnatobed a 
mace from an ojBiceri and broke with hat 
own royal band the head of the liegemaii 
who waa nearest to bim.. After tbia rebuke^ 
aaith the historian, he was permitted. to bt 
^vate in hia apartlbent« . 

The latter years of this King's U£ei have 
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nothiag very remarkable, excepting tHat, 
after the death of Joanna of England, his 
first wife, he made an imprudent marriage 
with one Margaret Logie, a woman of great 
beauty, bnt of obscure famäy ; he was af«- 
terwards divorced or separated from her. 
He had no efaildreü by eitheir of his "wiv^ 
David the Second died at the age of forty* 
seven jFears, iiir tb6 Gastie of Edinburgh, 
22d February, 1370-1. He had reigned 
fotty-two years, äf kMoh eleten wetb 8]^nt 
in capfivity • 
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CHAP. IV. 

Aocession ^Bobert StewaH — War of 1365, cmA 
• Arrivctl qfJohn de Vienne in Scoüand — Bait^ 
ik of Otierbunh^JDeaih of JRobert IL 

As David the Second died cliildless, tlit 
male line of bis father, the great Robert 
Bruce, was at an end. But the attachment 
of the Scottish nation naturally tumed to 
the family of that heroic prince, and they 
resolved to confer the crown on a grandson 
of his by the mother's side. Marjory, the 
daughter of Robert Bruce, had married Wal- 
ter, the Lord High Steward of Scotland, 
and the sixth of his family who had enjoy- 
ed that high dignity, in consequence of poe- 
sessiug which the family had acquired the 
Bumame of Stewart. This Walter Stewart, 
with his wife Maijory, were ancestors of 



ruled $cod«iid, and came at lenfkh to bo 

Kiogs of England also* The last King c£ 

tbe Stewart bmi^ hm% bis kingdoms at tha 

great national RoFolation in 1688, and hia 

aJDaandgrasdaonBdiedinexile. Tkefemala 

Kae Itave poisession of the erown at.thia 

momßttt, in tibe peiaoxi of jour Saverei^^ 

£ing Geoi^ the Fonrth. Wben, thei«fore^ 

gröu hear of the line of Stewart» you will 

know that the descendants of Walter Ste5«!i4 

art and Mai;|ery. Bruce are the faimly meant 

hf that tarm. It is said, Aat the Stewarla 

srere descended firom Fleance, the aon of 

Banquo^ whose^st^ty the witebea deelar 

ised were to he Kings of Scotiimd« and who 

wnm mm^ered by: Maobeüi« But this saema 

a very donbtfiil tnaditioB« 

. Walter, the Steward of Scotiand» who 

mamad Brnoe's danghter, was a gallant 

maxiy and fought Inravely at Banaockbum 

wbere he had a high command« But he 

cüed young) and niuch regretted« Bobeirt 

fitawarty bis aon by Marjqry Bruce, ^and«* 
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«on» of cooTfie, of Eong Robert, was tho 
person now called to tfae throne. He was 
a good and kind-tempered prince. When 
young he had been a brave soldier ; but he 
was now fifty-five years old» and subject to 
a violeot inflammation in bis eyes, which 
rendered them as red as blood. From ihese 
caases he lived a good deal retired, and 
was not active enough to be at the head of 
a fierce and unmanageable nation like the 
Scots. 

Robert Stewart's ascent to the throne was 
not unopposed, for it was claimed by a tov^ 
midable competitor. This was William Eari 
of Douglas. That family» in which so many 
great men had arisen, was now come to a 
great pitch of power and proeperity, and 
possessed almost a sovereign authority ia 
the sonthem parte of Sootland. The Earl of 
Donglas was on the present occasion inda« 
ced to depart from bis claim, upon bis son 
being married to Eaphemia, the daughter of 
Robert IL Stewart therefore was crowned 
withottt farther oppoütion* Bat the extreme 
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power of the Doaglasses, wMch raised them 
almost to a level with the crown, was after* 
Wards the occasion of great national eom- 
xaotion and distress. 

• There were not many things of moment 
in the history of Robert IL Bat the wars 
with England were less freqnent, and the 
Scots had learned a better way of condaet* 
ing them. The foUowing instances may be 
aelected. 

In 1385, the French, finding themselved 
Imrd jnressed by the English in their own 
country, resolved to send an army into 
ScoUand, to assist that nation in making war 
npon the English, and thus find work for 
the latter people at home. They sent, there- 
for^ one thousand men-at-arms, — ^knights, 
and squires, that i% in fall armoar ; and as 
eadii of ihese had foor or five soldiers under 
bim, the whole force was very eonsiderable. 
They sent also twelve handred soits of com* 
plete armoar to the Scots, with a large sam 
of möney, to assist them to make war. This 
great force was eommanded by John de 
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amä 4i»ÜJigfoäAed generaL 

In fhe meantiaie the Eäng of England^ 
Richard IL, summoned togtAm^ mi fais flid% 
alargerarsnyperhapaiha» a Kingof Eög- 
kttd hadever befor&eiMAaianded,aiidmoTod 
tovrardatbeSoaitkh Border« TheScotsalaa 
aaBemUed large iWroes, and tbe Freiich Ad4 
Bural eocpeeted there woidd be a great pitek« 
ed battle. He said to the Scottish noUei^ 
^ Ymi hare always said, that if you had 
§ome himdredfl oif Fre&ch ]iieii-*ai-aniig td 
hdf yon, you would gire battle to the Eng» 
Mab. Now, here tre am to gire you aid-^ 
Let US give battleJ* 

The Scottiah noblea Attawered, ihad tbey 
would not run ao great a basardy as riak tha 
fiateofthfioonntry in one batik; andoneaf 
thmn, probably Douglas, oonveyedJdim^a 
Vienne to a nätrow paas, wbere^ unpean 
tbemaalvea, ihey night sea the anuy cf 
England mareh through. 'Die Scot mada 
the Admiral remark the great multituda of 
aixheni,^ Um numbor.and high diaci{dine 
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of tbe Englisli men-at-arms, and then ask- 
ed the Frenchman, as a soldier, whetfaer 
be eonld adyise tbe Scots to oppose these 
douds of arcbers witb a few ill-trained 
Higbland bowmen» or encounter witb tbeir 
ionall trotting nags tbe onset of tbe brilliant 
cbivah-y of England. 

Tbe Admiral de Yienne conld not bat 
own tbat tbe risk was too unequal. *^ Bat 
.yet, if jou do not figbt,'' be said, ^^ wbat do 
you mean to do ? If yoa do not oppose tbis 
great force, tbe Englisb will destroy yoor 
country." 

<^ Let tbem do tbeir worst," said Dou- 
glas, smiling; ^^tbey will find bat little to 
destroy* Oar people are all retired into 
-woods, bills, and morasses, and baye driven 
off tbeir cattle, wMcb is tbeir only property» 
«long witb tbenu Tbe Englisb will find 
notbing eitber to take away or to eat« Tbe 
.houses of tbe gentlemen are small tower% 
-witb tbick walls, wbicb even fire will not 
«destroy; as for tbe common people, tbey 
•dwell in mere buts, and if tbe Englisb cboose 
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iA bum thtai^afow treea fir<MD tfae n^^odts lA 
that is neceMüry to build them up agun* > 

<< But wbat will you do wilh your armjr 
if you do not fight ?'' »aid the Frenobmat^; 
<<atid how will your people «ndute tl^ dii- 
JaresGt» atid famiiie, and plunder» whioh siiMt 
be the consequences of the invasioii V* > 
; '^ You shall «cie tbat öut army will not 
jid idle»,'' Said Doi^la»; *^ and as for ow 
Scoltifth people) they will endore jallag^ 
and they will «adiire famitie^ and eyery 
other extremity of war ; bat they will not 
endure an English master." j 

The event sho^i^d the tröth of what JDoo« 
^aa had said* The great army of Englai&4 
«ntered Scotland on the eastem side of tiie 
femtier^ and marched on» mnch embanraMii* 
iod and diät reaae d fer want of provifiaon% 
laying waite the villagea and what pror 
perty they Coundy bui findh^ very Utüe 
to destroy» and nothing to «ubsiftt npod. 
On the eontimry, no sooner did the Soo#- 
tiiE^ nobles leam that tbe English were faiiv 
ly «igaged in Seodand» than, witb Jiimme- 
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imii anorf/ Mtiiniillii^ eUefly of )%bt e*^ 
Tally, like that led by Douglas ßsid BaiH 
4,alpii in 132T, they burst into tbe wegtera 
tottuties (tf E^igland, where they gained 
mösre epoil, and did more damiEige, in tbe 
•aario of m day or two^« march, than the 
Bngiisb cönld bare don^ in Scotland, bad 
1ih«y buraad tb^ wbole coimtiy from tba 
Border to Aberdeen. 

- The Ebgiiedi were qnickly oalled back to 
Aadefenpe of tbeir owo conntry, and thougb 
tbeye bad b^n no battle^ y et fr om bad road% 
Want of forage, 6ea»(ine68 of proTi^ons, and 
•imilar ofiiißes, they, bad austained a beavy 
lofift of •Mieift and borses ; wbil^ the Scotttsb 
atmyy 4>n tba €ontrary5 bad bepl good «heer 
&a Ä ^onntry so mneh t iober than tbelr «wn» 
m^ ifirere grown wealtby by plunder. Hiis 
^•me •sdieme of d^Eenea bad beeM tenwm^ 
«iended to bis posterity by tbe Braee, as tb^ 
mily ^ectual mode of dafending tbe Soot^ 
liab Ironflen 

/ As to tbe Frencb ausäliarios, tbey qnar- 
«ettod VMy nu^ m^b tiboMoaption thay 
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metwith. They complaiiied that the nattoit 
which they came to assist treated them ^dr 
no kindness or good-will, and that they. 
withfaeld from them forage^ providons, and> 
other supplies« The Scots replied^ on thcr 
other hand, that their allies were an exim 
pense to them, without being of aoy ose i 
that their wants were many, and could nott 
be snpplied in so poor a coontry as Scot^ 
land ; and, finally, that they insnlted the in-* 
habitants, and pillaged the conntry wheve^ 
ever they darst« Nor would the Scots per^ 
mit the French to leave Scotland tili they 
gave security that they would pay the exm 
penses of their own maintenanoe« The 
French knights, who had hoped to aoqaire 
both wealth and fame, retumed in very bad 
humour from a kingdom where the people 
were so wild and undvUized, and the coon«* 
try so mountainous and poor; where th« 
patches of cnltivated land bore no propor-* 
tion to the extended wastes, and the wild 
animals were much more numeroos than 
those whieh were trained for the nse of man* 
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It was fTom prndenee, not from want o£ 
oonrage, ihat the Scots avoided great ha^ 
Ües with the English. They readily enga« 
ged in smaUer actionsy when they fought 
with ihe ntmost valonr on both sidesi tilly 
as an old historian expresses it, sword and 
lance could endure no longer, andihen they 
wonld part from each other, saying, *^ Good 
day; and thanks for the sport you have 
diown.'' A Tery remarkable instance of 
aneh a desperate batde occorred in ihe year 
1388. 

The Scottish nobles had determined npon 
an invasion of England on a lai^e seale, 
and had assembled a great army for that 
pnrpose; bat leaming that the people of 
Northnmberland were raising an army on 
ihe eastem frontier, they resolved to limit 
tbeir incorsion to that which might be 
aehieved by the Earl of Douglas, with ä 
ehosen band of four or five thousand men« 
With this force he penetrated into the moun- 
tainous frontier of England, where an as* 
sanlt was least ezpeoted» and issuing forth 
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t0ar N«weastle> feji npte th« fltft «nd ilch 
eosntry around, slaying, plimdenng, biuriH 
i&g^ and loadiog fais army witb spoU« 
. Perey, Earl of Nortkumberiandy an Eng« 
Ijsh noble of great power» and with. wbona 
Ibe Dov^las had frequenüy bad eneountera» 
sent bis two sona» Sir Henry and Sir Ralph 
Parey, to «top tfae progr«s8 of tbis inYasion« 
Bö4b vrar$ gatlant knigbts^battbe firat, wb% 
irom bis impetuoeity, wa« ealled Ho4»pwry 
was.one of tba moat distingikiabed wanriors 
in England, as Douglas was in Scotlafid» 
Tbe bicothers tbrew tbamaelFea bastily ifkio 
Naweaatle) to dofiend. tfaat importaat towA $ 
and. as Douglas, ia an insultnig manaery 
itew out bis £oUowera bafoi:« tbe widla^ 
tbey came out to skirmifib witb tbe Scota^ 
Douglas aad Henry Percy anooutttared pet« 
aonally; aad it so obaneed tbat Donglai 
m tbe struggle got pessession of Hotspor'a 
apaar, to tbe end of- wb4eb was attaobed a 
Bfloall ornazaani of silk, embroidered witb 
pearis, an wbicb was represented a Ikm» dbe 
aogniasaace) aa it ia catlad^ of tbe Ftereios* 
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Dötii^ diook ÜJs ir&phj aloft» Iniid «M»* 
ired tiiat he would oasrry it ktto Scotland^ 
Bnd plant it on his eastle of Dalkelth. 

<« TUat/' Said Piercy» '« shält thou neirer 
ddo» I will regain my lance erb thöa canet 
^t back into Sootlaiid.'* 
( << Tkm," said Douglas << come to ieek 
it, and tbou shalt find it beTore my tent»'*; 
r The'8oo4ti8barmy» havingoompletedthe 
purpese of their expedition, began their re^ 
treat ap the yäle of tbe liltle riyer Beed^ 
which afift>räed Ä tolerable road runmag 
rnorth-T^estward towarde their own fron^ 
tier* They encamped at Otterborn» aboiDt 
^wenty miles from the Seottiah border» oa 
^e 19tb Antust, 1388. 

In the tikiddle of the night, the alann «roae 
Jn the Soottish eamp, that the English host 
were Coming upon thetn, and tbe moonligfat 
showed the approaeh of Sir Henry Pfercy, 
•with a body öf men superior in number io 
ihat of IKraglas. He had already crotaed 
the Read waler, and wasadvancing towurds 
ihe left flaak of the Scoitiah army» Donglafl» 
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not choosing to receive tbe assault in tbat 
posiüoD, drew bis men oat of the camp, and 
with a degree of military skill which could 
Bcarce have been expected when his forces 
were of such an undisciplined character, he 
altogether changed the posiüon of the army^ 
and presented his troops with their front to 
tte advanciDg English. 

Hotspur, in the meantime, marched his 
fiquadrons through the desertedcamp, where 
there were none left but a few servants and 
stragglers of the army« The interruptions 
which the Englisb troops met with, threw 
them a little into disorder, when the moon 
arising showed them the Scottish army, 
which they had supposed to be retreatiog, 
drawn np in complete order, and prepared 
to fight. The battle commenced with the 
greatest fury ; for Percy and Douglas were 
the two most distinguished soldiers of their 
time, and each army trusted in the courage 
and talents of their Commanders, whose 
names were shouted on either side* The 
Scots, who were outnumbered, were at 
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tei^li alMlat* i0 give way» wkeiD ^Doi^ltug 
timr Icader» caused his baaner to adrance» 
attended by bis best men. He bimsel^ 
tboütiüg Ihb i;rar<^-dry of ^' Douglas !" rosh* 
•d ^rward, cleating bis way with the biowi 
of his battle^axe, and breaking into the very 
thi^kest of the ^neany. He feil, at lengtb, 
under three mortal woninds. Had bis deatb 
been observed by tbeenemy, the ev^Bat woiüd 
prebably haVe decided tfae battk against tbe 
Soota ; but the EngUsh only kne w that soim 
braye man-at-armshadfafleti, Meantiiaethe 
othei^ Scottifib noUes pressed forward, and 
$9avA their Gpeneral dying among several 
#f bis faitbfol esquires and pages, who lay 
alain around. A stoüt priest, caikd Wil- 
liam of North Berwick, the chaplam 6f 
Douglas, was protecting the body of ^his 
wounded patron with a long lanoe* 

^^ How faräs it,. eousin ?" . said Sinclair, 
Ühe first Seottfak kiiight who came up» to the 
wpiring leader. 

'^ Indifferently," answered Douglas; ^' bat 
bljwted be God, my aneestors baye died in 
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fields of battle» not on down-beds. I sink 
fast ; but let them still cry my war-crjr, and 
conceal my deatb from my foUowers. There 
was a tradition in our family that a dead 
Douglas sboiüd win a field, and I trast it 
will be this day accomplisbed*" 

The nobles did as he had enjoined ; tbey 
coneealed the EarPs body, and again rushed 
on to the battle, shouting << Douglas ! Dou- 
glas !" londer than before. TheEnglish were 
weakened by the loss of the brave brothers 
Henry and Ralph Percy, both of whom 
were made prisoners, fighting most gallant« 
ly, and almost no man of note amongst the 
English escaped death or captiyity. Hence 
a Scottish poet has said of the name of Dou- 
glas, 

« Hosts haye been known at that dread sound to yield. 
And, Douglas dead, his name has won tbe field.** 

Sir Henry Percy became the prisoner of 
Sir Hugh Montgomery» who obliged him for 
ransom to build a castle for him at Penoon 
in Ayrshire. The battle of Otterburn was 
disastrous to the leaders on both sides— - 
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Percy being made captive, and Douglas 
filain on the field. It has been tbe subject 
of many songs and poems^ and the great 
historian Froissart says, tbat, one other ac- 
l$on only excepted, it was the best fought 
battle of that warlike time. 
- Robert II. died 19th April, 1390. His 
r^gn did not approaeh in glory to that of 
his maternal grandfather Robert Bruce ; 
«but it was far more fortunate than that of 
David IL The chdms of Baliol to the 
crown were not revived ; and though the 
English made more than one ineursion into 
^otland, they never were able to retain 
Iwg possession of the country* 
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CHAP. V. 

Aßeession cfjRxibert HL — Disofderty State cfAi 
HigJdcmds — Conßict hetween the Clan Chatfan 
andthe Clan Kay on the North Inch qfPMh 
^Charadtr and Death oftheDuhe ofRotkH' 
sea/iy the Heir Jpparent-^Capiure ef Prinei 
James by the EngUsh^ and Deetk qf Mobn^ 

< Thb eldest flon ef Robert II. wts er^iiii* 
aUy eallqd John. Bat h was a popalar ve^ 
mark, that the Kings named John, bpthM»f 
France and England, had been unfortu« 
nate, and the Scottish people were very par- 
tial to the name of Robert, from its having 
been borne by the Great Bruce. John Stew- 
art, therefore, on ascending the Scottish 
throne, changed bis name to that of Robert 
III. We shall see, however, that this poor 
King remained as unfortunate as if bis 
name hiKl still been Johq. 
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• 

The distarbances of the Highlawds urere 
ODe of the plagues of hia reign. Yoa must 
TecoUect that ihat extenohre ränge (^moun- 
iaiiis was inhabited by a race of men dif* 
ferent in language and manners from the 
Lowlanders» and divided into families call- 
ed Clans. The English termed them the 
WUd Scots, and the French the Scottbh 
Savages ; and, in good truth, very wild and 
savage they seem to have been» The losses 
which the Low Conntry had snstained by 
the English wars had weakened the dis- 
tricts next to the Highlands so mnch, that 
ihey became nnable to repress the incnr* 
sions of the mountaineers, who descended 
from their hills, took spoil, burned and de- 
ütroyed, as if in the conntry of an enemy. 

In 1392, a large body of these Highland- 
ers broke down from the Grampian Moun- 
tains. The Chiefs were caDed Clan-Don- 
nochy, or sons of Dancan, answering to 
the clan now ealled Robertson« A party of 
the Ogilvies and Lindsays, under Sir Wal- 
ter OgilTy, Sheriff of Angus, marched has- 
tily against them, and charged them with 
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:toiitBg6 öf their Imng monnted attd com»- 
pletely sh«atfaed in ariHoutv the H%hlaiiden 
defiead^d ÜiemMlvBs witk suoh obstinaoy^'iife 
4o islay t\e Sheiiff asd tisty of hit feUowerä^ 
•and repülce tbe Lowland gimdemeii. Tb 
^ra fiome idea öf t&eir ferocity,.it iä töM 
äiat Sit David Lifidsay^ baTiDg in tihe fifit 
^oonnteif mn liis lanee throt^htlie bod^ 
tbf One o^ ther Highlandef s, bore bila dowa 
l^nd pinned faim to tbe ealiii« In tfan eow» 
ditk>n^ lind in I»« dying^ agonieä» ihe HigB^ 
landen writfaed bimself apwarda ^nihe Bpnai, 
tmd exerfod bis last strengl^ in fetdiing ä 
«weeping blöw at tbe armed knigbt wiik 
bis t^sro-banded «word« The stroke» madb 
witbali tiie kat isnergiee of a dyiv^ inat% 
eut thitxugb Lindsay^i atirrup and atbel- 
fcdot, and tbou^b It did not sever bk 1^ 
ftom bis Body^ yet wonnded bim ao severtf^ 
If 9» to oblige bim to quit tbe field. 

It bfKppenedy fortunately perbapa for t&e 
Lowlands^ tfaat tbe wild HigbUinders ^rere 
as mueb addiot^ to qnarrd witb eoob otber 



pCM^d each of «et^al MtMU^ti claii«, feU 
into euch deadly ftmd with eaefa otb^Vj M 
filied tbe whole netgkbovhood with slaii^k«' 
^r and disoordr 

When thifi fead oi^ qcumrel oookl be 00 
#therwiBe endedy it was resolved that At £f-* 
fSsreae» «hoald be deeided by a combat of 
Ak^ mM of t^ Claü Cfaattan, ag^omt th« 
same Bumber of theClan Kay ; thaA the bat-^ 
Ae shoidd Ukt plaoo oq äie Novth Inoh 
of P^tih, a b^amtiful a&d }etel ttoadow^ ia 
jpnrt ««inrotimded by the rhrtt Tay ; aad tibat 
ksfaoold bo foQght in prei^iice ot tbe Kkig 
and U» noble«. ÜTo w, there was a oruel po* 
fioy. in thls arrangemeiit; for it waa to bo 
aopposod that atl tbe best and leadiag meä 
of ea<^ clan would deiäf e to be among ibo 
ÜBtty whicb were to %ht fot thoirhonour^ 
and it waa no less to be expected that tho 
bettle woold be vety bloody and despenate« 
9hii% the probable o^nt woold be, that 
both doii«b h^Tlng loet vtefy many of thw 
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best and bravest men» would be more eäsilys 
managed in futore, Sach was probably tha 
view of the Kiog and bis counsellors in per» 
mitting this desperate conflict» which, how* 
ever, was much in the spirit of the times. 

The parties on each side were drawn out» 
armed with sword and target, axe and dag- 
ger, and stood looking on each other with. 
fierce and savage aspects, when» just as the 
ugnal for fight was expected» the command-» 
er of the Clim Chattan pereeived that one of 
bis men, whose heart had fiedled binif had 
deserted hia Standard. There was no time 
to seek another man from the clan, so the 
chieftain» as bis only resource, was obliged 
to offer a reward to any one who would fight 
in the room of the fugitive. Perhaps yoa 
think it might be difficult to get a man» 
who, for a small bire» would undergo the 
perils of a battle which was likely to be sa 
obstinate and deadly. But in that fighting 
age, men valued their lives ligbtly« One 
Henry Wynd, a Citizen of Perth, and a sad* 
dler by trade» a little bandy-legged man, 
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bot of great streugdi and aetirity^ and weD 
accQstomed to nse the broadfiword) 'ofiiered 
KÜBmlP) for balf a JPrench crown, io setve 
•B the |iart of the Clan Chattan m the HkU 
tle'of that day; '> 

^ ^e Signal wtm 'then given by soünd* of 
Ihe royal trunipets, and of the great war 
bagpipes of the Highlanderfli^ and fhe two 
pärties feil on eaoh other vnih the ntmost 
Anry ; their natural ferocity of temper he* 
ing excited by feudal hatred against the 
hostüe dan, zeal fer the hbnour of their 
0Wn, and a eonsGiootnes« that they were 
fighting in presence of tfie King and nobleii 
«f Seoäand. As they fonght wiih the two» 
inaided 'flVord and^axe^ the wonnds they 
inflibted cn eaeh other were of a ghaitly 
^BEcf and characfer. Heads wäre clovem 
aannder, fimbs were lopped from the tmnk. 
^e meadow was eoon drenehdd wilh bloo^ 
lad cov^ed with ddad and woonded men.- 
-In the midtt of the deadly conflict, the 
eltfeftain of the Clan Chattan ehilerved tiiai| 
Henry Wynd, after he had mhin one of the 
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Clan Eoiy» dfew aside, and did not. «eenl 
willing to fight more. 

<<How is this," Said he, *^ art thou afraid?'' 

<< Not I,'' answered Henry ; ^^ bat I have 
done enough of work for half-a-crown*" 

<< Forward and fight/' said the Highland 
Chief; ^^ he that doth not grudge his day*« 
work, I will not sunt him in his wages." 

Thus encouraged, Henry Wynd again 
plunged into the conflict, and, by his ex- 
cellence as a swordsman, contributed , a 
great deal to the.vietory, whieh at length 
feil to the Clan Chattan. Ten of the Vic- 
tors, with Henry Wynd, whom.the High« 
landers called the Gow Chrom^ (that is, the 
erooked or bandy-legged smith, for he was 
both a smith and saddler, war-saddles being 
ihen made of steel,) were left aÜTe, bat they 
were all woanded. . Only one of the Clan 
Kay sarvived, and he was unhurt. Bat this 
Single indiyidoal dared not oppose himself 
to eleven men, though.all more or less in- 
jared, bat, throwing himself into the Tay, 
8 warn to the other side, and went off to 
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carry to ibe HigUands tke news of Ms clan's 
defeat* It is said» he was so ill received by 
liis kinsmeh that he put himself to death» 
. Some part of the äbove story is matter of 
tradition, but the general fact is certain. 
Henry Wynd was rewarded to the JEGghland 
chieftain's best abilities; bat it was re- 
marked, that, when the batde was over, he 
was not able to teil the name of the clan he 
had fonght for, replying, when asked on 
which side he had been» that he was fight- 
ing for bis own band. Hence the proverb, 
« Every man for bis own band, as Henry 
Wynd fought." 

In the meantime trönbles, to which we 
have formerly alinded, broke out in the fa^ 
müy of Robert HI* The King had been 
lamed in early youth by the kick of a horse, 
which had prevented bis engaging in war. 
He was by disposition peaceful, religious, 
and just) but not firm of mind» and easily 
imposed on by ihose about him, and parti- 
cularly by bis brother the Duke of Albany, 
a man of an entei^rising charaeter» but 
erafty, ambitions» and crmL 
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Thls PriiH»5 iha QcM beir to the crowo) 
if flie King^s chädron coüld be displaöody 
continned to bow strife and mumoBity bch 
twixt his fatfaer aad the Dnke of Rotbny, 
the eldest son of Bob^rt UL, and heir to bui 
Idngdom. Rothsay was young, gaj, aad 
irregulär, his fatfaer old, aad atrict ia hii 
prineiples ; oocafiioiui of quarrel easfly aroie 
betwixt them, aad Albany repreaeated ibe 
oonduct of llüo eoa to the father in ihe tmorst 
Ught 

The King aad Queen aeem to haTe beea 
pf Clinton, ihat ihe marriage ci the Pdoee 
might put an end to his idle aad Ucentioiis 
«ourse of life« But Albaayi whma they eon- 
fiulted» condocted this importaat affiair in 
a aiaaaer disgracefol to the royal fiunily* 
He proceeded upon the principle» tbat the 
Priace shoald marry the daughter of such 
Scottish noble' as vma willing to pay ibfi 
largest sma of mooey for the honour of eooi- 
Meeting himaelf with the royal house« The 
powerf ul Geoige, Earl of Mardif was at fimt 
the Ua]^t offerer« Bat alihough the Prinoe 
was contracted.to the daoghter ofthat noUt- 
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iDAn aocotdingljF, yet the mateh was broken 
off by Albany, when a still larger sum was 
offiered by tbe Earl of Douglas. His prede- 
cesBor Earl James, Idlled at Otterburn, had 
married tbe King's sister, and Earl Archi- 
bald was hqW desirous that his own daughter 
shonld be even more nearly connected witii 
royalty, by wedding the heir of the throne. 
They were married accordingly, but in an 
wil bour. 

The Prince oontinned to give offence by 
ihe levtty of his condnct ; Albany continued 
to ponr his eomplaints into the King's ear, 
«ad Douglas became also the enemy of bis 
royal son-in-law. 

The history of this reign being imperfect, 
we do not distinctly know whatcharges were 
broaght againsttheDake of Rothsay, or how 
far they were true or false. Bat it seems 
certain that he was delirered up by his fa- 
iher to the power of his uncle of Albany, 
and that of bis father-in-law the Earl of 
Douglas, who treated him with the ütmost 
«ruelty. 

A Tillain named Ramorgny, with the as- 
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raitaace of Sir WiHiam Liodny, was fiir- 

nished widi m wairaat for appreheBtüpg 
and ecmfiniog the peraoii of ihe heir s,fif9r 
rent of Scotland« Armed with Um autlio- 
rity, tliey seized npoii bim ai he was jour- 
neyüi^ ia Fif«, witbottt any BUft^imi!«^ 
placed bim upon am «Hrdi&ary wi^k-hmva» 
-aad conducted bim t» the atoMQg tower» «r, 
easüe, of FUklaad, belonging to Albuiy« 
It was a beavy fall of rain, bat the pMNr 
Princo was allow^d no other sbeUer tban a 
peasant's cloak. Wbea in tbat gleomy £9rt- 
ress, be was tbrowa into a dongeoa aad 
daprived of food. It is said tbat <^e wo- 
man, toncbed witb bis tomap t a t ions , eon- 
trired to bring bim from time to time thin 
barley cakos, ccmcealed in hem TaiJf wbieh 
sbe passed tbjpoagb the bars of bis prison ; 
and tbat anotber woman suppUed bim wkfa 
milk fr<»n her own bosom« Botb were dia- 
coveiod^ and wbat scanty resoorces tbeir 
charity coold afford were interoepted; «od 
tbe unbappy Prince died in the month of 
Marcb 1402, of famine, — tbe most seyereand 
liDgering mode among tbe many by whicb 
life may be ended. 
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Tto« k HO ovidegca that tlie oU Klaf , 
kfirm «Dd «mid^-iniiid^ IIS 1^ 
p«0tod the foul pky which hisi son had ze* 
«Bi¥«d; bot Uie ▼eogeuice of God se«ned 
to meiuiee tbe coantry in which such a 
li»gedy had heea acted« TheEarlofMareh» 
iaoensed at the br«ach of the oontract be» 
twixt his daiighter and the Prinoe» deiert- 
ed the Soottiih cause» and «mbraeed that 
of Brnglamd. He fled to Northumberland, 
and from theaee made repeated incursioas 
upon the Seottish fnmti^r« 

Tha Bari of Dooghi^ pladUig himarff at 
the head of ten thomannd m^n» made an in- 
caisioa lato finglai»dj with baan^r display- 
^ and took grcat apoil. Bot he wsm wa]^ 
Udd iß returnii^ by the celefarated Hotspup» 
who» with Ge<»ge €»f March and othert» 
hadaMembledanuBMMOiisarniy» Dooglee» 
with the eame infatuation as had been dte- 
played at so maay other battles» took hia 
gxonnd on an emtnenc» caUed HoniildoB, 
wbere bis nnmerous iwiks were exposed to 
the Engliih arrows» the Seots saffering 
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I^reai loss, for which they were anable to re- 
pay the enemy. While they were tiias sus- 
tuning a dreadfiilly unequal combat, a bold 
Scottish knigbt, named Sir John SwintoB, 
called with a loud voice, <^ Why doweremaia 
here on tliis hillside, to be shot like stags 
with arrows, when we might rush down 
upon the English, and dispute the combat 
band to band?" There was a young noble- 
man in the host, called the Lord of Gordon. 
The person living whom he most detested 
was this same Sir John Swinton, beeause 
In some private qoarrel he had slain Gor- 
don's fathen Bat when he heard him give 
Blich resolute and brave advioe in that 
dreadful extremity, he reqnired to be made 
' a knight at Swinton's band ; <^ for/' said he, 
**.from the band of no wiser leader or bra- 
ver man can I ask that bonour." Swinton 
granted bis deäre, and having hastily per-* 
formed the ceremony by strikingithe young 
man on the neck ulRth the flat of bis sword» 
and bidding him arise a knight, he and 
Gordon rushed down side by side with their 
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Mkom^ and «nade oöndtdttfAki «kugliter 
BOKnigBt llie fingUsh* But aot being n|N* 
poried by other cliief% they wäre oMvpower^- 
ed andebt io pieoes* Tbe Seota loa! Ab 
batdfl^ :8i»taaa]]ig a tatal defibat ; and Doik- 
glas» wonndad, and having lost an aya^ ftU 
into ihe handa of Iha "RngBah asa pruenaiu 
Aongolar triin of «vents foUoirad» vibUk 
belong rathar to Englfab tliaa.Sootlkklii«»- 
tarjy bat whichit is proper yoaabould know. 
Tba Earl of N<MÜhumbavland, Mbmt to 
Hattpur^ aasociaied with otbar di8ContMi<^ 
ad noblM» had detenoinad to label againat 
fianrjr IV., thon King of England« Tö 
atvengthan tbeir forees, they gata Doi^laa 
bis liberty» and engaged bim to asnet tbeili 
intbediTUwarwbicbwaaiaaLpending. Dour 
g)ba came aooordingly with a band of biki 
aoiuitrymen) and joined Henry Perey, call- 
ad Hotspar. Jliay marebcd U^'tber into 
JEngkndf and fonght a meminrable battfe 
with tbe royal fbxoee, naar Sbrewabury« Aa 
Henry IV. was personally pretent in tbe 
batüe» Douglas resolved 4o seek bim out» and 
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end the contest %y killtng or makiiig Mm 
prifloner«^ The King had, however, several 
other cluimpions in the field, armed and 
moonted exactly like himself. Of these^ 
Douglas killed no lese than three, as thej 
appeared one after another ; so tfaat when 
at length he encoiintered the real king, he 
calied out, with amazement, ^^ Where the 
deyil do all these kings come firom ?" The 
Scottish Earl attacked Henry himself with 
the same fury with which he had assaulted 
Aose who represMited him, oTerthrew the 
toyal banner, slaying a valiant knight, Sir 
Thomas Blnnt, to whose care it had been 
committedy and was about to kill the King* 
Bat numbers, and especially the brave Prince 
of Wales,' bis son, came to the King bf Eng- 
land's assistance ; and before Douglas could 
fight bis way forward to Henry, Hotspur 
was killed by an arrow-shot, and bis party 
were obliged to fly« Douglas at length con- 
descended to fly also, but bis horse stnm- 
bling in ascending a hill, he was again 
wounded and taken. 
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We retom tö podr King Robert IIL5 wlio 
was now exhäusted by age, infirmitaes^ and 
fämily calamity« He had still a renudniog 
son, called James, about eleven years old» 
and he was probably afraid to intmst Mm 
to tfae keeping of Albany, as bis death 
would have rendered that ambitious Prince 
next beir to tbe tbrone. He resolved, th^e* 
fore, to send tbe young Prince to France^ 
nnder pretence tbat.be would reeeive abet^ 
ter education there than Scotland could af- 
ford bim« An Englisb vessel captnred tbat 
on board of which tbe Prince was sailing 
to France, and James was sent t(r London. 
When Henry heard tbat tbe Prince of Scot- 
land was in bis power, be resolved to detain 
bim a prisoner. Tbis was yery unjust, for 
tbe countries of England and Scdtland were 
at peace togetber at tbe time« Tbe King 
sent bim to prison, bowever, saying, tbat 
** tbe Prince would be as well educated at 
bi9 court as tbat of France, for tbat be un- 
derstood Frencb well." Tbis was said in 
mockery, but Henry kept bis word in tbis 
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poiat^ and liibi%h die Sonttibh Prisce was 
^onfined nnjaffly» he Mcmred an eKeflUoit 
^uoätion at the «zpcnse 4»f ihe Eagliali 
sumarolu 

/ Thia 110fr miifiurteie» which placed ih« 
anly remaimag »CO ofthepoor <M King in 
äi6 liancb of the Engliah» seeiAfl io bsLvm 
boroken ihe heort ef .Robert TLl^ who died 
«bont a yearafttf tv^ards, oyevWhelmed mth 
calamilie» and infinnity; 
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CHAP. VI. 

t - . . . , 

ttegency of ttoberf, Duke of Atbany — BattU of 
^ Harlaw-^Segeney of Murdac^ Duke of AI- 
' ' bany — JE^loits rf ihe Scots in France-^^De^ 
Iwerance of James I. from hü CapHvUy in 
■ England» 

. Au AKir» tifce brotlier of Robert UI.». W4ui 
nofir Regent of tbe kingdm»» of whieh be bad 
long aetnally posBeesed the «npreüegOTimi^ 
aient. He wag, it iBtty bo roppoie^ i« HO 
great knny t» obtam the rekeae of bia ne* 
ipiuir Prinoe Jamas,. whMfe retum to Scott 
iand muat bave ended bis owb powM\ He 
ivas, as we bare woa^ a-wldced, crael» and 
fltaibitMiia man ; yet he was ffeguiar in ad^ 
ministering justice, and took great eam net 
te lay any ta»s on Ibe peoplei Bven in 
liie ttme» it would aewn Äat the extenl of 
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wriüngs ased for the transference of pro- 
perty, had becpme a Bubject of complaint. 
When upon this subject, Albany used often 
to praise the simplicity and brevity of an 
ancient charter by-King Athelstane» a Sax- 
on monarch. It had been granted to the 
ancient Northumbrian family called Rod^ 
dam of Roddam, and had fallen into the 
hands of the Scots on some of their pliin- 
dering parties. 

Jedbargh Castle, which the E^glish had 
kept ever since the battle of Dnrham, had 
been taken by the Teviotdale . Borderers» 
and it was proposed that it shonld be pull« 
ed down, in order that it might not again 
afford the enemy a stronghold on thefron- 
tiers« This was a common policy tri1& the 
Scots, who considered their desert woods 
and mountains as better points of defence 
than walled Castles, which the English un- 
derstood how to attack or defend much bet- 
ter than they did. 

To defray the expense öf maintaining the 
men engaged in demolishing this large and 
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fttlrong fortress, it was proposed to lay a 
small tax of two penxiies on each hearth in 
Scotland. Bat the Regent determined to 
pay it out of his own and the Kiog^s reve^ 
nae, resolyed, as he said, that he wonld not 
begin his regency by a measure which most 
afflict the poor. 

In other respects, Albany was an nnwor- 
thy character* He was not even brave» 
which was a feiling nncommon in his age 
and fiimily ; and though he engaged in se- 
veral wars with England, he did not gain 
4ftither honoor or saccess in any of them* 
- One of the most remarkable eyents doring 
his govemment was the battle of Harlaw. 
Thb was fought by a prince, called Donald 
of the Isles, who possessed all the islands on 
ihe west side of Scetland. He was also the 
proprietor of great estates on the mainland» 
and aspired to the rank, and nsed the style, 
of an independent sovereign. 

This Donald, in the year 141 1, laid elaim 
to the Earldom of Ross, then vacant, which 
the Regent had determined to bestow on a 
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nember of bis own &Biily. I>oiiald al tbe 
blcfi raised ien tboasUnd meo^aU Higblimd« 
ers lik« bimadf» and inyiiduig th« north tf 
Soodand» cttiiie as fiur HB a pUusa call^dHar^ 
law» about ten müiMi from Ab«rdeen« Hera 
ba waa enoountared by iha Earl of Mar, a| 
ihe head of an inferior army, but composedof 
Lo wlaad gentlemen» better armed and dipci- 
pUnad thwa thjo fpUawera ^f I>onald* A moat 
dasparata:batd€^ enBuad» in wUehliotb fotr 
iißB aufferad graat loss« On tbat of I>onaldt 
tha Chiefs of tha china called MJaeintpab and 
Maolean wäre both shiin» vith abont ^ 
Ihousand man. Mbt lost naarly &ve bnn- 
dred bmva giMitlemaDy amongst tbam OgU«- 
vy, Seryngeon|%Irvine of Drani} aad othor 
man of rank, xhe Provost of Aberdaen» 
wfao had bronght to tha Bari of Mar'a hoat 
a detachment of the inhabitanta of that eity, 
waa shun» fighting brayely« Tbia loss wa^ 
8o mach regretted by the citiaan% tbat a 
resolution waa adopted» tbat no Protost 
shoold in fotura go out in hia offiiuid eapa« 
4»^ bayond the Umito of the inuMdiaWtar« 
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ritory of the towti. This rale is still ob- 

^ Bat thoagh the Lowlanders suflPered se- 
verely, the Highlanders had the worst, and 
were obliged to retreat after the battle. This 
•was fortunate foT Scotland, since otherwise 
the Highlanders, at that time a wild and 
barbarous people, would have overrun, and 
perhaps actually conqnered, a great part of 
the emlized eountry. The battle of Har-^ 
law was long remembered, o^wing to the 
bravery with which the field was disputed, 
and the numbers which feil on both sides. 
The Regent Albany died in 1419. He 
was sncceeded in his high office by bis son 
Mnrdac, Duke of Albany, a man who had 
seither the -vices nor the virtues of his 
father« Duke Bobert was active, crafty, 
«nspicious, and, in one sense at least, wise« 
The son was indulgent, indolent, and at the 
same time simple and easy to be imposed 
upon« Many quarreis and fends broke out 
in the eonntry, and even in his own family, 
which had been suppressed by the streng 

H 2 
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band of Us Iktkeiv Litlk memomUe twk 
place in the regency of Mordac, but U «im 
renmrkidlde finr the greift renown wbielitlie 
8eet8 woa in the warg ^ France. 

I hffve told you that n body of French 
loiighis eame to Scoiland to aMist the Scotfi 
i^ainst the Eoglisb; and you must oow 
knoir how the Scotei repaid the obligatio« 
by sending over a body of men to assist 
Chttrlei, Klag of France, then in great danr 
ger of being com|^tetely eooqnered by Heur 
ry y. of Englandi who aeemed on iba p^öait 
of ezpeUiBg bim front tbe kingdonif «Jid 
poBseasing himaelf of the crewn of France. 
A small anny of aboul m or aeyen tbo^ 
«and eboien Seots had gone to Pranoe» mi- 
der the command of John Stewart, £arl of 
Bnchan, the seeond aon €i the Regent Ro- 
bert, Dake <tf Albany. He had under bim 
Lindsay, Swinton, and odunr man o£ ean- 
aequence and fame. They gained an im- 
pertant Tietery over the Bnglkb, then on- 
der command of the Duke of Clarence, bro- 
ther to Henry V. Thia Prinee, hearing thai 
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dielte wm a bedy of Scoto MflHOpad al a. 

town oalied Baug6, and miagad ihat thu 

Dortfaem people should net ooly defrnd their 

owu ootintry from iha Englisb» bat ako 

eome o^^r to give diem trouble in Franc«» 

made a hatty mareb to aurpriae them. Ha 

loft beUid bim tboee cdabrated arsbera» 

wbo bad iisnally afforded tbe Bn^Uab meana 

bf eonqnaat orer tbe enony, baoauae ba re- 

liad npon tbe rapidity of bis motuma, aod 

underatood tbe Seota ireve obaerving indifr 

^ent £aoipluie^ «od not kaapiag a Y^aat 

wateb. He arrivad at Bmgbf f oUowed only 

by tbe knigbtB and men^at^anna on boraer 

baek« Havingfcroed tbe paaaagaof abridge« 

Oarence waa preaaing forward at tbe bead 

of bia cavalry, dialinguiahed by tbe riehneaa 

of bia armour, and by a aplendid golden co* 

ronet wbick be wore over bia belmet« At 

lUa moBoent tbe Bcotlaak knigbta cbarged 

tbe enemy. Sir Jobn Swinton galloped 

againat tbe Duke of Cüarenee) and unboiv 

■ed bim with bia lance» and tbe EarL.of 
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BuchaQ dashed out bis brains wltb a batd^- 
axeormace» Agreatmany Englisbknigbt« 
and nobles were slain at this rencounter} 
22d Itfarcb, 1421. The French King» t^rer 
ward the valour of the Scots, created the 
Earl of Baehan Conatable of Franoe, (one 
of the highest offices ixt the kingdom») and 
Count of Aubigny* / 

The SootSy incited by the renown and 
wealth jirbich their coontrymen had acquir 
red, eame over to France in greater nnm- 
hem^ and the Earl of Douglas himself was 
tempted to bring over a litüe arrny, in 
which the best and noblest of the gentle* 
men of the south of Scotland of course en- 
rolled themselves. They who did not go 
themselves, sent tiieir sons and brothers« 
Sir Alexander Home of Home had intend- 
ed to take this oourse ; and bis brother^^ 
David Home of Wedderbum» was equipped 
f<Mr the expedition. The chief himself eame 
down to the vessel to see Douglas and bis 
brother embark. Bat when the Bwi saw 
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iä» old «ompMim in «rate abottt to take 
l^ve of hiiQi li« eaid» *' Ah 1 Sk Alexander, 
lirhd would haye tboQght that ibou and I 
plionld ev^r have parted I'' 

<< Neitber will we piirt now» my lord,** 
mid Sir Alexander; and suddenly dbatfi* 
ging his purpose» be aent back bis brotfier 
David to take eare of bia eastle» family» 
and eBtat0> and going to Franoe with bis 
old friendf died with bim at the baiUe of 
Vernenil« 

The Earl of Dongla% wboee military 
fyme wafii so great^ reoeived lugh hcoionn 
&om the King of France» and was created 
Duke of Tonraine. The Earl was nsed to 
ridicnle the Duke of Bedford» who then aet^ 
ed as Kegent for Henry VL in France» and 
gavo hini the niekname of JbJlii «&t^ li« JMKi- 
jBH Mord. Uponthe 17tb August, 1424, Dou- 
glas reeeived a message from the Duke of 
Bedford, that he intended to come and dine 
and drink wine wiUi bim. Douglas w^ 
nnderstood the natnre of the visit, and sent 
liaek Word, that be abould be welcinne. The 
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Scots and Froneh prepared for bättle^ whil« 
Uieir chieft coosolted tx^geiherj aad imfor«** 
timately differed in opinion. /The Earl of 
Douglas^ who considered their Situation as 
fayourable, reeommended that they shotdd 
recdive the attack of the English, instead 
of advan'cing to meet them« The French 
Count de Narbonne, however, insisted that 
they should marck forward to the attack; 
and putting the French in motion» declared 
he would move to the fight whether the 
Scots did so or not. Douglas was thus com- 
pelled to advancei likewise^ but it was in 
disorder* The English archers in the mean- 
time showered their arrows on the French^ 
their men-at-arms charged ; and a total rout 
bf the alli^d army was the eonsequencel 
Douglas and Buchan stood their ground» 
fought desperatdy» and died nohly. Home^ 
Lindsay, Swinton, and far the greater part 
of that brave Scottish band of auxiüaries, 
were killed on the spot« 

The great Earl of Douglas, who was slain 
at VemeuUy was distinguished from the rest 
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of bis family by tfae name of Tine^many that 
18, Lose^man, as he was defeated in ihe great 
battles of HomildoD, Shrewsbaty, and final- 
ly in that of Verneuil, where he lost bis life. 
His contemporary and rival, George Earl 
of March, though not so celebrated a war- 
rior, was as remarkable for being fortunate ; 
for wbetber he fought on the Scottish or 
finglisb side, his party was always yictori* 
ous. The slender remains of the Scottish 
fbrces were adopted by Charles of France 
as a life-guard ; an estäblishment which was 
continued by his successors for a great many 
years. 

We retarn now to Scotland, where the 
Regent Mnrdac of Albany was so far from 
being able to gnide the afFairs of the state» 
that he conld not control bis own sons. 
There were two of them, haughty, licen- 
tious young men, who respected neither the 
anthority of Glod nor man, and that of their 
iather least of all. Their misbehavionr was 
so great, that Mnrdac began to think of pnt» 
ting an end to their. bad conduct and bis 
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onti j^venukieiit at the säme ti^e» hy oIh 
tainiog tbe d^IiTeränce af the Kiog froxa 
Boglish oaptiyity* A Singular piece of ihh 
sdlence^ oU die part öf bis eldest soni* k 
idaid to bay^ detennmed him to tlua loea*» 
sure. ) 

At this time the amtusement of hawking: 
(tbat iS| of taking birds of gam« by üeana 
of trained bawbfir) was a pastime greatly! 
esteemed by the nobility* The Regent 
Mnrdac bad one falcon of peeuliar excel*^: 
lence, whicb he yalu^« His eldest son^ 
Walter Stewart» bad often «isked this bird 
of his fatber. and been as often denied; At 
leigtii one äay'wben the Regent bad Che 
hawk «tting upon bis tirist» in the way 
tbat fiilconers carry «licb birds, Walter re^ 
newed bis importunity about the fidconj 
and "^ben bis fatber again refosed it, he 
sniateb^ it from bis wrist, and wrung its 
neck round. His fatber^ greatly p&nded 
at so gross an insttlt, said,^ in bis anger» 
*^ Sinoe tbou wüt give me neitber reyent 
renee nor obedimee^ I will fetcb h<»Be on« 
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whom we must all obejr/' Prom that mo* 
ment, he hegan to bargain with the Eng- 
lish in-good eamest that they should restore 
James, now King of Scotland, to his own 
dominions. - - 

TheEnglish govemment were not nnwill- 
ing to ddiver up Jame% the rather that he 
had fiollen in love with Joan, the Earl of So- 
inenet's danghter, nearly rehited to the rojral 
family of Enghuid^ They oonaidared that 
this alliance would incline the young Prince 
4»pte€e wiäi Eifgland j and that the edü6a- 
tiim which he had reöeiTed» uid the friead^ 
dups which he had toitied in that countryy 
wvycdd inelitie him to >be a good and peaoeahte 
Beighboor, The Seote q^reed to pay a cohi 
ddetaUe raaeom; aftd ja^fox these terimi 
Jamesi the firet of ihat name» w^a s^ at U-» 
bfsrty, and retnmed to beoome Kiiq; in Sool» 
fand, alitttr eighteen years' captivily. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Accession qf James L — ExecuHon of Murdae, 
Duke of AJbany — SUxU of the Highlands^^ 
Conspiracy agmnst^ and murder of James L 
— Puniskmeni qfthe Conqnratars, 

This King Jamesi ihe first monarcli of 
the name, was also the first of his unfor- 
tunate family who showed a high degree of 
talent. Robert IL and Robert HI«, his fa^ 
ther and grandfather, were both rather ami- 
able as indiridiiak thto respected for their 
endowments as monarchs. But James had 
received an excellent education» of which 
his talents had enabled him to make.the 
best use. He was also prudent and jinE^t, 
consulted the interests of his people, and 
endeavouredy as far as he could, to represa 
those eTils^ wluch had grown up through 
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tbe partial goYernment of Robert Duke of 
Albany, tbe rede öf tbe feeble aad slotbfiil 
Diike.Mardftc^eMlHfte'yid^ and violeBi 
conduct of Us sons» . ' ^ 

Tbe firs^ veDgeance of tbe laws feil upon 
Morda«^ wbo, with bis two sons» was tried 
and condemned at Stirling for abuse of tbe 
Kin|f B autbority» committed wbile Murdac 
was Regent. Tbey were bebeaded at tbe 
little eminence at Stirling, wbicb k still 
sbo^^ on tbe Castle-^bill. Tbe Regent f rom' 
tbat elevated spot migbt bave a distant yievi^ 
of tbe magnificent Castle of JlerAne, wbkA 
be hifd built for bis residence ; ^d tbe sons 
bad ample reason to regret tbeir cotitempt 
of tbeir fatber's autbority, and to judge tbd 
trutb of bis words, wbenbe said be would 
bring in one wbo wonld rule tbem all. 
. James afterwards tumed bis cares to tbe 
Higblands, >wbicb were in a State of terrible 
confusion. JEIe marcbed into tbose disturb^ 
ed districts witb a strong army» and seized 
npon moire tban forty öf tbe cbiefs, by wbom 
tbese broils and qnarrels' were countenan- 
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eedt pul muiy of tbnn to deaüi, änd obli« 
^cd oibers to find sseiinty Üiat they woald 
be qoietin f uture. Alailier Miusdonidd, Lord 
of the IsleS) endeavoured to opjiose the royal 
«atibority; büt thä measnn^ taken against 
bim by James x^duoed bis power bo mueh^ 
tbat be was al last obl%|ed to sabmit to tbe 
Kiag's mercy. For this parpose tbe bsm« 
bled ebief eame to Ediubm^b seeretly» and 
suddeuly appeared in tbe Catbedral Cbureb^ 
wbere die King was employed in bis d«?o* 
tiohs upon Easter-<lay. He appeared witb« 
out bonnf ty armouri or omaments» with bis 
l^pi and arnm bare, and bis body only oo* 
9'ered witb a plaid« In tbis oondition be de« 
livered bimself up to tbe King^s pleosure; 
imd bolding a naked sword in bis band by 
tbe -pcmif be ofFered tbe bilt to tbe. King^ 
ta token of unreserTed snbmissioD* James 
fergave bim bis repeated offences» at tbe in* 
teveession of tbe Queen and nobles present, 
bat be dettdned bim a^ffisoner in tbe streng 
Castle of IWntalloa, in East Lotbian. Yet» 
aller tbis snbmissi«i of il}eir priampal eble^ 
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tlie Wedt Highlanders and people of tke 
bles again revolted, under the command of 
Donald Balloeh, ihe kingman of Alaster^ 
who landed on the mainland with a consi- 
derable foreej and defeated the Earla of Mar 
and of Caithness witb gteat slaughter ; but^ 
wben he heard that Jaimes was eoming 
agttinst hin^ Donald thought it best to re- 
treat to Ireland« James put to death many 
of bis foUowers. Donatd himself vrus after- 
wards killed in Irelaiid» and bis bead sent 
to the King'« 

There is anotber stoiy, xi^bieh will sbow 
the craelty and feroeity of these HigUand 
robbers. Anotber Maedonald, bead of a 
band in Ross-sbire, had plündered a poor 
widow woman, wbo» in her anger^ exclaim» 
ed repeatedly that she would go to the King' 
f<Mr redress, sboold she travel to EcKnburgh 
to seek bim. << It is a long joumey/': anw 
swered the barbarian ; << and that you may 
perform it the better, I will have you shod 
for the occasion.'' Accordingly, he caosed 
a nmith to nail shoes to the poor wolnan's 

i2 
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f«6t, ag if tiiey luul beim tho«e ofajMne* 
The widoir, however, beiog^ ä woniati of lugk 
q^irit» wall determüied te )ceep her werd ;. 
and as soon as her wounda permhted her to 
travel, ehe did actually go on foot to Edinr 
burgbf and» throwing hereelf befiure Jamea». 
qequainted him wiih tha cmelty which had 
been exArelsed on her. Janee, ia great re« 
sentmenti caased Maodonald» andtwelveef 
hie priacipal fbllowora, to be eeized, aad to. 
have their feet shod vitl^ iroa Aoekf ia the 
same manner as had been dona to Ihe wi- 
dow. In thik oonditiaa they wäre exhiUted 
to the pnblie ihr ihree dajs» and tibea ewth 
cuted. 

Thiie James L restored a coasiderable de*^ 
gree of tr^aqnillity to ibe ootiBtrj» vUeh ho 
£MUid in suoh a distraoted State« He mada 
wise. laws for regulaling the eommeree of 
the nation, both at homo and nith otbev 
state% and etriet r^ulations for the admU 
nistiation of ^stice betviant those who had 
eomplaiats agaiiist 000 another. 

Bat bis gnyitest labour» and that wbieh 
he fonnd most diffieult to aceomplisb, wai 
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to Jimkitih the fowet tif ibe gviat ooUm» 
vfba vidad like co aunnjr kuigSf eaeh on big 
own territory and efitate, and mada war ob 
tiw Klag» or ufmi one amyth^r^i vlienever it 
was ihdf pleasinre to do Bo« Tfaeie diaordera 
lit andeavoiured to eheok» and l^id several 
of theae gvaat parspns bt onght to triali and, 
nfon thttr bdng found gnilty, deprived 
themoft^earaatatecu The nobles eomplain» 
ad that tbis was dana out of spite against 
Üumif and tbat tbey wevs treated witb bavd- 
sbip BnA iqJnBlice; and tboa disoontente 
wera aatevtalBad pgainat tbis good Prinoe. 
Anathar causa of offidnoa was, tbat to main- 
tidn justicef and aupport tba autbority of 
ibaihrona» it waa foond naoessary tbat sama 
lases for tbis pnrpo^ abonld ba laisfd front 
tlia snbjaots; and tba Soottisb paoplabaing 
paar» and tataUy unaoenstomed to pay any. 
auab contributioQS» tbey ünputad tbis odi-> 
ans maasnra to tba King's avariae. And 
Ans, tbougb King Janas was so wdl<-in« 
Isntionad a king^ and certainly tba ablest 
«bo bad reignad in fiootiandsiBea tba äajB 
of Robart Broa^ yat both tbe bigb and tba 
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low muritiured a^aniBt him, wUch eneou«« ' 
raged some wieke4.iii0n amongst the noU-'' 
lity to coäspire his d^atb« 

The Chief perBon in the plot was one 1^' 
Robert Graham, uncle to the Earl of Strath-^ 
erne. He was bo^ and ambilaoas, and high- 
ly offended with the Kiog on account of an 
impriiiDnment wMch he had sustained by 
the royal command. He dr^w into the plot 
the Earl of Athole, an old man of little ta- 
lent, by promising to make his son, Sir Ro- 
bert Stewart, King of Scotland, in place of 
James. Others were engi^d in the eon- 
spiracy from different motl ves. To many of 
ttieir attendants they pretended they only 
wished to carry away a lady out of the court. 
To prepare his scheme,* Ghraham retreated 
intö the remote Highlands, and from thenee 
sent a defiance, r^nonncing his allegiance to 
the King, and threatening to pnt his soTe- 
reign to death with his own band« A pnce 
was set npon bis head, payable to any mie 
who shoidd deÜTer bim up to justice; bnt 
he lay concealed in the iriid monntains to 
prosecnte bis revengä against James« 
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The C&ristuM piweedfaig hb ABorder WM 
af poiated by the Kii^ for hoMmg a f«Mt at 
Pertb. In bis way fa that town he was met 
by a Higbland imman, oalling hwself a pro- 
pb(Bto88* She Btood by the sid« of tbe fierry 
|>y wbioh he was aboat to travel to ihe north) 
aad otied with a loud Toice»««-><< My Lord ihe 
Kingiif yoii pasa ibis water, you will neyer 
retum agaia alive.'^ The King was Btmek 
with this for a moment, because he had read 
in % boofc that a lang ahnnld be alain that 
yeair in Scodand ; for it of ten happen«, thqrl 
l¥hen a remarkable deed ia in agitatipn, irn-i 
monxa of it get abroad, and are repeated 
fmder pretenoe of propheoiea $ but whioh 
are» in trath» only conjeetnrea of that whidk 
aeema Ukdy to h^pen. There was a knigbl 
in tbe eourt» on whoin the King had oonfeiv 
red tbe name of the King of Love, to whom 
the King wd in jeat,-^*^ There ia a prophe^ 
cy that a Idng ahall be Jdlled in Scotland 
ihia year; now, 8ir Alexander, that mua| 
eoneem either you os m^ ainee we two aie 
4ihe Gouly kiiiga in Soo^land." Other eir« 
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cttmstäBcesoccarreS» which migUt Iiare pre- 
vented the good Ejng's murder, but none o€ 
them were attended to» The King, while ai 
Pertb, took up hk residence in an abbey of 
Black Friars, there being no eastle or palace 
in the town conrenient for bis residence; 
and this made the execution of the conspi** 
raey more easy, afl bis gpiards, and the offi- 
oers of bis bonsebold» were qoartered among 
the Citizens« 

The day bad been spent by the King ia 
sport and feasting, and by the conspiratori 
in.preparing for their enter jHrise. They bad 
destroyed the locks of the doors of the apart^ 
ment, so that the keys could not be tumed ; 
and they bad taken away the bars with which 
the gates were secured, and bad provided 
planks'by way of bridges, on which to cross 
the ditch which sarronnded the monastery; 
At leqgth, on thö 20th Fe'bruary, 1437, all 
was prepared for carrying their treasonable 
pnrpose into execution, and Graham came 
from bis hiding-place in the neighbooring 
mountains, with a party of nigh three hun- 
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dred men, and entered the gairdens of the 
eonventr 

The King was in fais night-gown and slip- 
pere. He had passed the evening gaily with 
the nobles and ladies of bis court, in reading 
romanceS) and in singing and musici or 
playing at chess and tables« The Earl of 
Atbole, andhis son Sir Robert Stewart, who 
expected to succeed James on the throne, 
were among the last conrtiers who retired. 
At this time James remained standing be- 
fore the fire^ and conversing gaily with the 
Qneen and her ladies before he went to rest. 
The Highland woman before ' mentioned 
again demanded permission to speak with 
the King, but was refused, on acconnt of 
the untiineliness of the hour. All now were 
ordered to withdraw. 

At this moment there was a noise and 
clashing heard, as of men in armour, and 
the torches in the garden cast up greät 
flashes of light against the Windows. The 
King then recollected bis deadly enemy,' Sir 
Bobert Graham, and guessed that he was 
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eomlBg ior mBtte UiSt He imIW t4^ 4fa|i 
ladies who were left in the Chamber to keq^ 
the dMF BB weH w thl»y eoold, isf #Tder to 
giir# him tinxe to esoapto» He £urst tried t^ 
get out at the windowa» bat they wure fitfl 
barred» and defied bis 'strength« By belp oC 
tiie tonge, whidi were m the ehimBefylui 
raieed^ however, a plank of the flooiilig «jf 
the iqpertment) and let himadf down mto a 
moTOw vault beneatb, lued as a eonmioQ 
sewer. This vault had fortnerly had an 
epeniBg into the court of the eolxveAt, hy. 
whieh he might have made hie eecape. B«l 
all thinga tunred against the unfortoiiale 
Maines'; £»*, two or three daye before^ ho. 
had eaused the openiag to be boilt up» be^ 
oause» wheü lie ^ay^ at ball in the cevt» 
yard, the ball used to roll into the valdt, 
Hirough that hole. 

' While tiie King was m thie place of eeai* 
eealmenl) the eonqniatoro were seeki^liiai. 
front Chamber to chaoiber throt^hoat Che 
oonTent» and» at lengfli» ef^ne to thd veetn 

whwe tbe todies w«*e. The QMeiiBod her. 

e 
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tromen endeavoured, as well as tliey miglity 
to keep the door «hat, and one of them» 
Catkarine Douglas, boldly tkrnat ker own 
arm across tke door, instead of tke bury 
wkick kad been taken away, as I told you* 
Bat tke brave lady^s arm was soon broken, 
and tke tridtors rasked into tke rooni witk 
swords and daggers drawn, kurtiag and 
tkrowing down sack of tke women aa <^ 
posed tkem* Tke poor Qaeen sftood katf 
nndressed, skrieking aloud ; and one o£ tke 
assassins woald kave slain ker, kad it not 
been for a soi^of Sir Robert Graham,, who 
Said to kiin, ^< Wkat'wdold yöa.do/toftke 
Queen ? She is bat a woiiwL«-*Let u« seek 
the King«'' 

They aeeordingly commeneedf a minote 
«earch, but witkoat any süccess ; so tkey left 
tke apartment, and sougkt elsewHere about 
tke monastery. In tke meanwkile tke King 
tumed impatient, and dedired tke ladies to 
hA^ kirn out of tke inconvei^nt larkiag 
]^ace; At tkis imlacky moment the eonqpi» 
ratora returned, one of them having teeoU 
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licted ihat ihei^ was siieh a vanlti rad Ibat 
ih^ liad not «narehed it. And when ibßjf 
tovenp ihe phuik^ and saw the King stand« 
ing beneaUt in the vault» one of tiiem eiJled 
to^the others, ^^ Sirs» I ha^e found the brida 
for whom we have been aeeking all night**' 
Then^ fint one, and then another of the vU- 
Ldns^ bnihren of the name of Hall» de» 
(Bcended into the vanlt, with daggera drawoi 
to dispatch the nnfortunate. King, who waa 
atanding th«re in his shirt, without wear 
poBs of any Idnd. Bat James, who was 
an active and streng man, threw them 
both down beneath his üet, and stniggled 
to wrest.a dagger. firom ime or other of 
them, in which attempt his hands were sei- 
verely out and mangled. The mnrdorera 
aiao were so severely handled, that th<9 
marks of the King^s gripe Were visiUe <m 
tbeir throats for weeks afterwards. Thei^ 
Sir Bobert Graham himself sprung down 
Ott the King, who, finding no f uirther de- 
f enee po8aiU% asked him for morcy, and for 
leiaare.to eepÜBSs his sinatp a priest. Bat 
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Gniliam replMi fiircd^f ^^ Hnoa* Q«mt 
liad«! mercy on ihaae of iUiiQ owii blooil, 
nrar on aay one eise» therefore tbw shalt 
ini AQ merey hwe; md iw for a eoDfecMKiri 
ikoa shalthaTe xume bat tbUi BWor4^" ßo 
qnddiig» he thvosl ibe «w«rd (bfpngb Xlm 
King's body. And yot it 19 «aida tbat whm 
ke iwiw hifii PriiuMi lying Uoeding ünder bis 
f(oeti b» wna dmirous to bavß Irft tbe wtcert 
piiMuiifiiiisbed; but tbe ptber epnivpiftlforf 
cwUed OA Gfabmi to loU t^e Kii^, otb«rr 
tma bß »boidd bimaelf die ^ tb«ir b&nd«; 
Ufern wUcb ßiabfiim wilb -tbf» two ^mft 
iviho bad^ dasceiided into tbe- vault bafox^ 
lüoif feil <m ihe mibai^y Prince wiüi tbw 
daggei«» and 4ew bim by ms^y st^lvs. Tberf^ 
tfere aixteen wpmid« in bis lur^^st elone». 

By tbis time, but too lat»« new^ of thifi 
«utvfige bad reaebed tbe toym% <wd tbe 
bonflebeld «eryaiil» of ihe King, witb the 
people inbabiting tbe tpwn of P^th^i W^^9 
bftstemng to the reft^iiet ?^tb torpU^ aad 
unapoM» The tmtprs i^eeprdipgly fiwfj^t 
ibe 9i9fmh aod retreated ii^ thelJ^blmd«» 
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losbig fai their fliflit on\j one or two, taked 
^ or dain by the parsners. Wheii ibej spoke 
abottt ttteir enterprise amoBg tbemselyes^ 
tbey greatly regretted tbat tbey had not 
killed tbe Qae^n along witb ber bnsband, 
fearing tbat sbe would be active and inex^ 
orable in ber vengeance. 

Indeed tbeir apprebensions were jufttified 
by tbe eyent, for Queen Joanna made so 
strict searcb afier tbe villaiiioas assasnnfif, 
tbat in tbe conrse of a montb most of tbem 
were tbrown into prison, and being tried 
and condemned, tbey were pnt to deatb witb 
new and bideons tortnres. Tbe flesb of 
Robert Stewart, and of a private cbainber- 
lain of tbe King, was torn from tbeir bo- 
dies witb pincers ; wbile, even in übe midst 
of tbese borrible agonies, tbey cönfiassed 
tbe jnsläce of tbeir sentenee« Tbe Earl of 
Atbole was bebeaded, denying at bis deatb 
tbat be bad consented to tbe conspiraey» 
tboogb be admitted tbat bis son bad told 
bim of it ; to wbieb be bad replied» by en- 
joining bim to bave no concem in so great 
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aei4iti6b 8ir Robert Ghpfthaasywlui im» Iha' 
penon with whom tke crori sdi^iiie \hlijd; 
origtn, «poke in defimee of . it ta tke Ua^ 
He h«d a riglit to «lAjr the King» ha midi 
fbf he had renoonoed his allegianee^ and. 
deekred war againat faim ; aad heeTfuttmf 
ed his belief) that hia n^eminry WDiild be- 
kenenred for putting to death so evoel a ty- 
rant« He was tovtnred in ifae moai dfeäd- 
fal maBner before hk final eKeention» «ad 
whflst he W9B yet ÜTing, kis eon irae «lain 
before his eyes. 

Netwithetanding the greiUaess of tb^ir 
erime, it was barbarous oraelty to torture 
these wretdied moidenm in the naaüer 
we have memtioned, and tlie kielvrian aaye 
jnsäy, %hat it was a eruel deed eni^y x^ 
▼enged. Bat the peofde were mueh ineen« 
•ed agalnet tken; for, althougk Aey had 
mnvmnred against King JMnae'wjhfle Jm 
Hved, yet the &mal pnanner dT his deatb» 
and the pense that hig intaBthms towacdg 
kfa peo)de imreUnd and ynst, oatjuned bim 

k2 
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to be nrach r^retted. He had also many 
populär qualities. His face was bandsome, 
and bis person streng and actiye« Hia 
mind was well eultivated witb ornamental 
and el^;ant accomplishments, as well aa 
stored witb usef ul information. He nnder- 
stood mnsic andpoetry, and wrote vetses, 
botb serious and comic. Two of bis com- 
positions are still preserved, and read witb 
interest and entertainment by tbose wbo 
anderstand tbe ancient language in wbieb 
tbey are written. One of tbese isealled ^^ Tbe 
SjQg's Qbiiau*/' tbat is, tbe King's Book. 
It 18 a love poeni) composed wben be was 
prisoner in England, and addressed to tbe 
Prinoess Joän of Somerset, wbom be af- 
terwards married. Tbe otber is a eomio 
poem, called << Cbrist's Eaik'on tbe Green»'* 
in wbicb tbe aütibor giyes:an.aceonnt of 
a iMrry-making of tbe counlay: pepple, bald 
for ^be purpose of sport, wberiB! tbey dan* 
ce^ revelled, drank, and finally quarrelled 
and fougbt. Tbere is mucb bomodr sbown 
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in tUs piecis thongli one wonld think ihe 
snbject a stränge one for a King to write 
ij^n* He particularly ridicules the Scots 
for want of acquaintance with arcbery. One 
man breaks liis bow, another shoots bis ar- 
row Wide of the mark, a tbird hits tbe 
man's body at whom be took aim, but witb 
so litüe effect tbat be cannot pierce bis 
leatbem doublet. ' Tbere is a meaning in 
ihis raillery. James L, seeing tbe advan- 
tage wbicb tbe Englisb possessed by tbeir 
archery, was dedroos to introdnce that ex- 
ercise more generally into Scotland, and 
ordered r^nlar meetings to be beld for tbis 
porpoee* Perbaps be migbt bope to enforce 
ibese Orders, by employing a little wbole- 
some raillery on tbe awkwardness of tbe 
Scottisb bowmen. 

On tbe wbole, James L was mucb and 
deservedly lamented. Tbe murderer Gra- 
ham was so far from being remembered 
with hononr, as be had expected, for tbe 
assassination which he had committed, tbat 
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bis memövy vms «ceemled'm a peptllar 
rhyme^ tben geiieirally tmvtwt:'^ 



That siew our Kiqg, 
Ood glTo btin sliaaie ? 
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CHAI*. VIII. 

Of the Seign of James II^-^Boäk nf Sark^ 
Power and Valaur äfike Douglassee, 

When James L was murdered^ bis son 
and beir, James IL, was only six years old ; 
so tliat Scotland was once more plunged 
into all tbe discord and confusions of a re- 
gency, which were snre to reach their height 
in a country wbere eveh the undisputed 
sway of a Sovereign of mature age was not 
beld in dne respect, and was often distorb- 
ed by treason and rebellion. 

Tbe affairs of tbe Mngdom, during tbe 
minority of James II., were cbiefly managed 
by two statesmen, wba seem to bave been 
men of considerablö personal talent, but 



118 REIGN OF 4AMPS tl. 

very litüe principle or int^rity. Sir Alex* 
ander LiviogBton was goardian of the King's 
person ; Sir William Crichton was Chan* 
cellor of the kingdom. They debated be- 
twixt themselves the degree of authority 
attached to their respective offices, and at 
once engaged in qnarrels wiih each other, 
and with one who was more powerfol than 
•itb«r of them-*-tbe great E»rl of Soü^li^ii 

That mighty luMiae was nöw at ike highest 
pitch of its greatness« The Earl possessed 
palloway» AlfPandale» ai|d other ^xteninve 
pirtqierties ii| the soutb of Scotlfn4t if he?e 
almost $dl the inferior nobility and gwtry 
ac]niowledg94 bim as th^ir patron ai)4 lordi 
Thas the Donglasses bad at tbeir disposal 
that pf^rt pf 3ootlaQd, which, frpm its eon« 
«ftant wars with England» was m9»t disr 
cipUned and aconstomed to annsit They 
possessed the dacby of Touraine ai^ Iprdr 
ship of Longaevilie in Fr^ce» and tbey 
were copn^cted by int^i-ipf^rrifge. w\th the 
Soottiah roypd fais^ily* 

The DonglaMe» wer fit not only ppF^r/ul 
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Avia dm Üctent bf fau^ds and territdries, 
hvk abe fröm the potsonion df grtel tiili- 
;täty talentfl^ -vrhich seemed lo pass fr om Ah 
tk«r to «m^ and oodusioa^d a prbverb^ still 
remembelred in Scodand- 



80 ttiftAy , M> fftM, t» of the Dottgl&sMs hare been, 
Of one slmattie in Sootlaad noTcr yet wm ae«D« 

U&foitanatdy^ thdr power, courage, and 
jBÜitary sldil, wäre attended with arrogahce 
and amUtion, and tbe Donglassei seemed 
to hav« claimed to tbemselves the rank and 
anth^Hrity of soYereign princes» independent 
<^ the law8 of the eottntry, and of tike alle- 
■ giance due to the monarch» It was a com- 
nibn thiiig for them to ride with a retinue 
of a thousand horse ; and as Arehibald» the 
Earl of Douglas of the tame^ rendered bot 
an imperfeet all^iance even to the severe 
rille of James L5 it may be imagined that 
bis power conld not be eaidly reslarained by 
such men as Crichton and Livingston«*^ 
great indeed, throngh the high offices wbidi 
Aey hel^y but otherwise of a degree fiur in- 
ferior to tiiat of Douglas. 
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. Bat when this powerfal nobleman died, 
in 1438, and was succeeded by bis son Wil- 
liam, a youth of only sixteen yoars old, tbe 
wily Cricbton began to spy an occasion to 
crusb tbe Douglasses, as be boped, for ever, 
by tbe destruction of tbe youtbful.Earl and 
bis brotber, and for abating, by tbis cruel 
and unmerited panisbment, tbe power and 
pride of tbis great family« Cricbton pro- 
posed to Livingston.to join bim in tbis me- 
ditated treiäcbery ; and, tbougb enemies to 
eacb otber,* tbe Guardian of tbe King and 
tbe Gbanoellor of tbe Idngdom united in tbe 
• yile project of cutting off two boys, whose 
age alone sbowed tbeir innocence of tbe 
guilt cbarged upon tbem« For tbis purpose 
flattery and. fair words were used to induce 
tbe yoang Earl, and bisbrotber David, witb 
some of tbeir nearest friends, to oome to 
court, where it was pretended that tbey 
would be suitable companions and intimates 
for tbe young King. An old adfaerent of 
tbe fiunily greatly dissoaded thiD Earl from 
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accepting this iayitation, and exhorted huD, 
if he went to Edinburgh in person, to leave 
at leafit his brother David bebind him. Bat 
the unhappy youth, thinking that no treach- 
' ery was intended, could not be diverted 
£rom the fatal joumey, 

The Chancellor Crichton received the 
£arl of Douglas and bis brother on their 
• journey, at bis own Castle of Crichton, and 
with the utmost appearance of hospitality 
and.kindness. After. ]:emaining a day or 
two at. this. place, the two brotbers were in- 
veigled to.£dinbu]:gh Castle, and introdu- 
ced to the young King, who, not knowing 
the furtber purpose of bis guardians, re- 
ceived them with aifability, and seemed de- 
ligbted with the prospect of enjoying their 
Society. • 

On a sitdden the scene began to change. 
'At an entertaintnent which was served up 
to tbe Earl and bis brother, the head of a 
black bull was placed on the table. TheDou- 
glasses knew tbis, acoording to a custom 
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idbleh pre^kd iaSootiaiid, io be the dlgn 
of deaih, and leftped from die table in great 
dismayw But they vrere sdoed by anaed 
men who entered the apartment. They tut- 
derwent a moek trial, in mrhiok all the in- 
Bolences of their äneeBtors were chaiged 
against them» and were condemned to im- 
mediate execntion. Tlie yonng King wept, 
and implored Livingstön and Crichtoa t^ 
Bliow mercy to the young noblemen, bat in 
vain. These cmel men only reproved him 
for weeping at the death.of those whotn they 
ealled bis enemies. The brethren were led 
ont to the oonrt of the eaade» and beheaded 
withont deUy« Maleohn Fleaiüng of Com- 
bemanld, a fiiithfnl adherent of their honie» 
ehared the same fiite with the two brotheri. 
Thie barbarons proceeding was as nnwise 
asitwasnnjnst. Itdid not rednoette power 
ei the Donglasses^ but oiüy raised generäl 
detestation iq^ainst those who managed the 
affidrs bf James IL A f at, qniet, peaoeablb 
person, ealled James ihe Gross» indoleiit 
from habit of body- and temper of mind. 
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n»% beeiune EwA of Douglas, whieh vnm 
probtbly the f eason ihat bo public c^oiiihik 
tion immediately attended on the murder ef 
the haplesd brothers« Bat tbia carpulent 
digmiaiy liv^d <mly two years, and was in 
hia tum succeeded by bis son Wilfiam, wbo 
was as acÜTe and turbalmt aa any of bis 
ambitious predecess^ra, and engaged in va^ 
rioua dyil broils for tbe porposo of vayen« 
ging iba death of bis kinasifaif 

James the Secomd^in tbe meaawbile, eama 
to man'« estate» and entered ou tbe manage* 
ment of public affiörs« He was a handsoiiif 
man» bnt bia conntenanoe was marked ob 
one side with a broad red spot, wbicb gain^ 
ed bim tbe suniame of James with tbe Fiery 

Eftce. Tbey might baye called bim James 
with the fiery temper» in like manner ; toTf 
with many good qualities» he bad a bot and 
impetnous digposition» of wbicb we abali 
presently aee a remarkaUe instanc^e* 

WilHam, who bad sncceeded to tbe Earl- 
dom of Douglas» was enormously weiiltby 
and powerful. The fiunUy bad gradnally 
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added to their original patrimony the lord- 
ship of Gallowaj, the lordship of Boih« 
well) tbe dukedom of Touraine, änd lord* 
sliip of Longueville, in France, the lordship 
of^Annandale, and the earldom of Wigton« 
So (hat, in personal vrealth and power, the 
Earl of Douglas not only approached to, bat 
greatly exceeded, the King faimself. The 
Douglasses, howeyer, though ambitious and 
.unruly snbjects in time of peace, were al- 
ways gallant defenders of the libertiesof 
Scotland dnring the time of war ; and if 
they were sometimes formidable to their 
own sovereigns, they were not less so to 
their English enemies« 

In 1448, war broke out betwixt England 
and Scotland, and the incarsions on botk 
sides became severe and destructive« . The 
English destroyed Damfries, and the ScotSy 
in return, bumed the town of Alnwick. 
The Lord Percy of Northumberland, with 
the Earl of Hantingdon,advanced into Scot- 
land with an army, said by the French his- 
torians to amoont to fifteen thoasand men. 
The Earl of Douglas, to whom the King 
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bad introflted the defence of th« frontfort, 
met liim with a mneh inferior for^Oi de« 
feated tbe inYaden, and made their leader« 
prisoners« 

Incensed at tliis defeat, the English as- 
sembled an army of fifty thousand men, mi- 
der the command of the Earl of Northmn- 
berländ, who had nnder htm a eelebrated 
general, called Sk Magnus Redmain, long 
govemor of the town of Berwick ; Sir John* 
Pennington, ancestor of the &mi1y of Mnn* 
caster, and other leadere of high repnta^ 
tu)n« The task of encountering thi« mighty 
host feil lipon the Earl of Donglas and bis 
brotber Hagb, who was Earl of Ormond« 
Tfaey assembled an army of thirty thonsand 
men, and marehed to meet the in^raders. 

The English had entered the Seottish 
border, and adyaneed beyond the small ri* 
Ter Sark, when the armies came in pre* 
senee of each other. The English bc^an tbe 
batde, as usual, with a fatal dtseharge «f 
arrowB. Bnt William Wallace of Cndgie« 
Wallaee, well worthy of ihe herok 
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he bore, called out to the left wing of the 
Soots, which he cominan4ed, <VWhy stand 
ye gtill to be shot from a distance ? Fol- 
low me, and we shall soon come to band* 
Btrokes." Aceordingly, they rushed furi- 
oagly against the rigfat wing of the Eng- 
lifih, who, commanded by Sir Magnus Red- 
main, advanced boldly to meet them. They 
eneountered with great fury, and both lead- 
ers feil, Magqus Redmain being slain on 
the Spot, and the Lord of Craigie-Wallace 
mortally wounded. The English, discon- 
certed by the Ipss of their great champion, 
Magnus, at length gave way. The Scots 
pressed furiously upon them,^and as the Ut- 
ile rirer Sark,^ which the English had pass- 
ed at low water, was now fiUed by the ad- 
vancing tide, many of the fugitives lost 
their lives» The victory, together with the 
spoils of the£eld, remainedin possession of 
the Scots. The Earl of Northumberland 
escaped with difficulty, through the gallan- 
try of.one of bis sons, who was made pri- 
soner in coyering his father's retreat. 
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Tbe King, mach pleased with this tio- 
tory, gave great praise to tbe Earl of Dou- 
jglaS) and continued to employ bis seryices 
as Lieutenant-General of tbe kingdom. 

Tliis martial family of Douglas were as 
remarkable for tbe address with wbicb tbey 
Bustained tbe bonour of tbeir country in tbe 
tournaments and military sports of tbe age, 
as in tbe .fidd of battle. In 1449, a grand 
combat took place at tbe barriers, betwixt 
tbree renowned cbampions of Flanders, 
namely, Jaqnes de Lalain, Simon de La- 
jlain, and Herv^ Meriadet, and tbree Scot- 
tisb knights, namely, James, brotber of tbe 
Earl of Douglas, anotber James Douglas, 
brotber to tbe Lord of Locbleven, and Jobn 
Ross of Halket. Tbey fonght in tbe pre» 
sence of tbe King at Stirling, witb lance^ 
battle-axe, sword, and dagger. Tbe Earl of 
Douglas bimself attended bis brotber and 
kinsman witb five tbousand foUowers. Tbe 
combat ii^lis to be waged to extremity ; that 
is, tbe persons engaged were to kill eacb 
otber if tbey could, altboughtbefe was no 
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personal enmity betwixt theüi) bnt» on ihe 
iH>ntrary, miich mntnal esteem and good-^ 
will. They only fought to sbow which of 
tbem wa« the braTest, and most skilful in 
tbe nge of arms. 

liiere was a space under tbe Castle rock 
at Stirling wbieb was nsed for snob pnr^ 
poses. It was snrrounded witb a streng 
enclosure of wooden pales, and rieb tenta 
were pitebed at eaeb end for tbe conveni^ 
enee of tbe cbampions pntting on tbelr ar-^ 
mour« Galleries were erected for tbe ao- 
commodation of tbe King and bis nobles, 
wbile tbe ladies of tbe conrt in great nma* 
bers, and dressed as if for a tbeatre or ball- 
room, oceupied a erag wbieb commanded a 
view of tbe lists, still called tbe Ladies* 
Rock« 

Tbe combatants appeared at first in rieb 
velvet dresses, and after baving made tbeir 
dntiful obeisances to tbe King, retired to 
tbeir pavilions. Tbey tben salfied ont in 
eomplete armonr. James Donglas and Ja- 
qnes de Lalain rnsbed upon eacb otber, and 
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iMglit Uli aU thdr weapöns were broken, sa- 
ving DoDglas'g dagger. The Flemisli kiught 
clwing mth Ms antagonist, and seizing bis 
arm, Douglas could not strike, but they 
Gontiaued to wresde fiercely together. The 
fight was also «quäl betwixt Simon de La- 
lain and Sir Patrick Boss ; they were nei- 
ther of them skilf ol in warding blows, bat 
Struck at each other with great fiiry, tili ar- 
mour and weapons gave way, without either 
Champion obtaining the advantage« James 
Douglas of Lochleven was less fortunate; 
Meriadet parried a thrust of the Scotsman's 
lance, and before Douglas could get bis axe 
in band, bis antagonist strack Um to the 
ground. Douglas, however, instantly sprang 
to bis feet abd renewed the conflict. But 
Meriadet, one of tbe most skilful and re- 
doubted Champions of bis time, strack bis 
antagonist a second ti^e to the earth ; and 
then, as the combat had become unequal, the 
King cast down bis warder or truncheon, 
as a signal that the.battle sbould cease. 
All the parties were higbly praised for their 
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valoftr» aad nobly entertained by tlie Kisgt 
of ScoÜand. 

Thus you see how gallanüy the Doct- 
glaases behaved themselves, both in war «id 
in the militaiy exercisea of the time. It> 
was unhappy for the oountry and them- 
salvesy that tibieiir ambition and insubovdi« 
nation were at least eqnal to their conrage 
and talents. 
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CHAR IX. 

Reign öf James IL-^The War» wkh the Dou- 
fflä$seiy uM ihe Kinski death, 

We mentioiied that James IL» in the 
early pari of his reign, conferred on the 
Bari of Douglas the important post of 
Lieotenant-General of Scotland. Bat that 
mnbitious nobleman was soon dbposed to 
extend his authority to independent power, 
aBd the King^ foand it necessary to take 
from him the dangeroüs offioe with which 
he had intmsted Um. Douglas retired to 
his own Castle' meditating revenge $ whUst 
the King, on the othet hand, looked around 
for Bome fitting opportnnity of diminishiilg 
the power of so formidable a rival* 

Doughis was not long of showing his to- 
tal eontempt of the King's authority, and 
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hb own power of acting for himself. — One 
of his friends and followers, named Auchin-« 
leck, liad been slain hj the Lord Colville. 
The criminal certainly deserved punish- 
ment» but it ought to häye been inflicted by 
the regulär magistrates of the Crown, not 
by the arbitrary pleasure of a private ba- 
ron, how;eyer great and powerful. Douglas, 
however, took up the matter as a wrong 
done to himself, and revenged it by bis own 
authority • He mar ched a large body of his 
forces against the Lord Colville, stormed 
his Castle, and put every person within it 
to death. The King was unable to avenge 
this insult to bis authority. ' 

In like manner, Pojiiglas connived at aad 
encouraged some of his foUöwers in Annan- 
dale to ravage and plundcfr the lands of Sir. 
John Herries, a person of that country, 
eminently attached to the King. Herries, 
a man of high spirit and considerable 
power, retaliated, by wasting the lands of 
those who had thus injured bim. ' He was 
defeated and made prisoner by Douglas, 
who caused bim to be exeeuted, although 
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• 

the King aent a positive Order, .enjoining 
lum to fbrbear any injury to Herries*s per- 
son. 

But a still more flagrant breach of law, 
and violation of all respeet to the Kiog's au- 
thority, happened in the case of Maelellan, 
the Tutor, or guardian, o£ the yoang Lord 
of Bomby, ancestor of the Earls of Kirkcud« 
bright. This was one of the few men of 
oonseqaence in Galloway, who, defying the 
threats of the Earl of Douglas, had refused 
to join with him agsunst the .King. The 
Earl, incensed at his Opposition, suddenly 
assaulted his Castle, made him prisoner, and 
earried him to the streng fortress of Thrieve, 
in Galloway, situated on an Island in the 
river Dee* The King took a particular in- 
lerest in JVIaclellan's fate, the rather that Ke 
was petitioned to interfere in his favour by 
a personal favourite of his own* This was 
Sir Patrick Gray, the Commander of the 
.royal guard, a genüeman much in James's 
oonfidence, and constanüy attending on his 
{lerson, and who .was Maclellan's near re- 
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lative^ being bis imcle <m tfae mother'« side^ 
In Order to prerent Maclellan finotn sharing 
the fate of Colville and Herries, the King 
wrote a letter to the Earl of Douglas^ en- 
treating as a favour, rath^ dum urging as 
a commandy that he woald deliver the per<- 
son of the Tutor of Bomby, as Maclellan 
was usually entitled, into the hands of his 
relatiTe, Sir Patrick Gray« 

Sir Patrick himself went with the letter 
to the Castle of Thrieve« Donglas receiyed 
him just as he had arisen from dinner, and, 
with much apparent civility, declined to 
speak with Gray, on the occasion of his 
Coming, nntil Sir Patrick also had dine^ 
saying, ^< It was ill taUoDg between a fall 
man and a fasting." Bat this conrtesy was 
onlj a pretence to gain time to do a Tery 
crnel and lawless action* GhlessiDg that 
Sir Patrick Grray's Visit respected the lifo 
of Maclellan, he resolved to hasten his exö- 
cution > before opening the King's lettef • 
Thns, while he was feasting Sir Patrick, 
with every appearance of bospitality, he 
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cuMd Ms anliappjr klnsman ta ba led oat» 
aüd behended in tha ooärt^yard of tbe Casüa^ 
. When dinner wai over» Gray presented 
tlia King*» l«tiar, wliieh Douglas receivedi 
and raad oTcr with eyery teatimony of pro* 
foand faapect. He ihen thankad Sir Pa<«» 
irick Ibr tha troable he liad tajcen in bring- 
ing him ia gracious a letterfrom hii So* 
^reign» espeidally conaideiing ha was not 
at present on good terms with hiB.Majesty« 
i< And»^' hb added» ^\ tha Eing^s demänd 
afaall instanüy be granted, the rather for 
^onr sake.'' Tha Earl ihen took Sir Pa> 
•triefc by die hand^ and led him to the ea»- 
'tle^jardy whafa the body of Maelellan was 
still lying. 

^ Sir FSatri^,''' said ha, as hia servants 
»removed the bloody cloth \diich eovered the 
body, << yan bare come a little too lata. 
: There fies yonr sister's son-*-but he wante 
the head. The body is, howerer) at your 



(SMrriee." 



** My lord»" said Gray, snppressing bis 
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mdigbation, << if you have taken hb head, 
yaa may dispose of the body as yoa will/' 

Baty wben he had mounted bis horBOf 
which be instanüy called for, bis reient^ 
ment broke out, in spite of tbe dangeroos 
' ntoation in wbich be was placed :— 

<< My lord," said be, ^< if I live, you sball 
bitterly pay for tbis day's work." 

So saying, be tümed bis borae and gal« 
loped off. . . 

'^ To börse, and cbase bim !" said Don«^ 
glas ; and if Gray bad not been well monnt- 
ed, be would, in aH probability, bave sbared 
tbe fate of bis nepbeiir. He was closely pnr- 
sued tili near Edinburgb, a space of fifty or 
sixty miles. 

Besides tbese daring and open instances of 
eontempt of tbe King's autbority, Douglas 
entered into sueb alliances as pkinly sbow- 
ed bis determination to destroy entirely tbe 
royal goyemment. He formed a leagae witb 
tbe Earl of Crawford, called Earl Beardie, 
and sometimesy from tbe ferocity of bis tem- 
per, tbe Tiger-Earl, wbo bad great power in 
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Ae cottDÜM oJF AngiUES Pertib, and Kinoav- 
diae, «nd mtli the Earl of Ross, irlid pcm-' 
eeiscd extensiv« and almost royal authority 
in tiie nortli of Seoll»id, hj which these- 
tliree po werful Earls f^reed that they äionid 
take eaoh other's part in erery qnarrel, and 
against erery man, the King himself not ex* 
cepted. 

James thea plainly saw tliat some strong 
measnres mnst be taken^ yet it was not easy 
to detemdne what was to be done« The 
leagne between the three Earls enabled 
tiiem, if open war was attempted, to assem«^ 
Ue a feroe snperior to tbat of the erown; 
The King, therefore, dissembled bis resent- 
ment, and, nnder pretext of desiring an 
iimieable eonferenee and reco&eiliation, re- 
qaeeted Ikwoglas to eome to 4he royal ceurt 
at Stirling. The hangbty Earl hesitated not 
to aecept of thid inyitation, bnt before he ae- 
tnally did so, he demanded and obtained a 
protection, or «afe conduct, under the Great 
6ea], piedging the King^s promise that he 
shoald be permitted to eome to Ae eonrt 
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and to teturn in safety. And the Earl was 
more confirmed in his purpose of waiting on 
the King, becanse he Tvas ^ven to ander-» 
stand that the Chaneellor Crichton had re- 
tired from coart in some disgrace ; so that 
he imagined himself secure from the j^ota 
of that great enemy of his familjr. 

Thus protected, as he thooght, against 
personal danger, Douglas came to Stirling 
in the end of February, 1452, where he 
found the King lodged in the Castle of that 
place, which is situated npon a rock rking 
abruptly from the piain, at the upper end 
of the town, and only acceissible by one gate^ 
which is strdngly drfended. The numerons 
foUowers of Douglas were qnartered in ih» 
town, bat the Earl himself was admitted 
into the Castle. One of his nearest eonfi- 
dents, and most powerf al allies, was Jamea 
Hamilton of Cadyow, the head of the grei^ 
houseof Hamilton. This gentleman press* 
ed forward to foUow Douglas, as he entered 
the gate. But Livingston, who was in the 
Castle with the King, thrnst back HamiU 
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toa» who was his neor relation» and stnick 
faim upon the iaee; and when Hamiltonj^ 
greaüy inisensed, rashed on him» sword in 
band, he repulsed bim with a long lance, 
tili the gates were shut against him. Sir 
James Hamilton was yery angry at tbis 
nsage at the time» but afterwards knew tbat 
Uvingston acted a friendly part in exclu* 
ding bim from the danger into which Dou- 
glas was tbrowing bimself« 
' The King received Douglas kindly» and» 
aft^i: some amicable expostolation with bim 
upon bis late condact, all seemed friendship 
ai^ cordiality betwixt James and bis too 
powerful subject Sopper was prci^ented 
«t seyen o'clock, and after it was over, the 
-King led Doogbis into the recess of a win- 
dow in tha apartment, wbere he introdueed 
the snbject of the Earl's bond with Ross 
aad Crawford, and ezborted bim to give up 
tbe eng^ement, as inoonsistent with bis 
alkgiaiMse.'a^d; tbe quiet of tbe kingdom. 
DoBglas deldined to relinqmsb the treaty 
. wbich he bad formed. Tbe King nrged bim 
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more isnpmdufily, esiA tke 'BaA ntmmei, ä 
hanghty aad positive refusal» npbraidiiig tlae 
Kfig, at the same time» with 
tration of the public aiffairs. Theuthe 
borst into a rage at bis ebstinflcy, and ex« 
claimed, <' Bj HeaveD^ my lord» if yau wiH 
not break tbe leagne, tkis tib»lU* So eay^ 
ing, be wounded tbe Eai4 in tbe breasi Ivillk 
Ms dagger. Sir Patrick Gray, wbo bad 
swom revenge on Douglas for tbe eKecutiMm 
of Madellan, tben strack tbe Bari on the 
head witb a battle^oce, and olbevs of (Im 
King's retinue showed tbeir ^s^ by woand^ 
ing tbe dead body. Hie oorpse did not re« 
ceire any Christian burial. At least, abont 
forty years sinee, a skeleton was fonnd bä- 
ried in tbe garden, jnst below tbe Intal win- 
4oiWf wbieh was, witb mueb probafaiHlyv 
conjeetured to be tbe remains^Mf ibeSs^ 
nf Donglas, wbo died thns strangely and 
unbapptly by tbe band of bis so^mmign» 

ThSB was a wioked and cr«el aetkm «n 
tbe King^i part ; bad if it were demein barty 
«pasm»! and yet worse if James mefitattd 
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Uie posnUlity of tbis vidleUce from tlre be* 
gtnning, and had determined to tise foree 
if Douglas should not yield to persnamoa. 
The Earl had deserved punishment, per- 
haps even that of deatb, for many crime« 
against die state ; bat the King ought not tö 
have Blain bim witbout form of trial, and in 
liis own ebamber, after deooying bim tbither 
nnder assnranoe that bis person sbould be 
aafe« Yet tbis assainnatiön, Uke that of the 
Red Comyn at Dumfriesi tomed to the good 
of S^otland ; for God^ my dearest child, wbo 
is often pleased to bring good out of the 
foUies, and even the crimes of men, render- 
ed ibe deatb of Comyn the roäd to the free- 
dorn of ScdtJand, and tbat of tbis ambitioas 
Earl the cänse of the döwniall of the Donr 
f^his family, wbieh had become too powerful 
Amt the peaee of the kingdom« 

The scene, however, opened very differ- 
ently from the manner in wbieh it was to 
end« There were in the town of Stirlii^ 
foor jbretbren of the murdered Donglas, 
who bad come i» wait on bim to eonrt. 
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I7|Km heariiig Üuit their eider hrctitm lind 
diod ia ihe manner I hare UAd yon, they 
inunediately adcnowledged James, the eld* 
daat of ihe fonr, as hia soeeessor in the earl- 
Aam. Tbmy tfaen baateaed each to Üh$ oomi^ 
ij where he had interest, ifor ibej were all 
greai^lords,) and, coHecting their friendaand 
vaauaÜMf they retumed to Stirling, dra^ing 
ihe eafe^cendnef , er passport, which had 
lieeii granted to ihe Bari of Donglafl, at the 
iail of a migerable cart^jade, in order to 
ahow ihmr eontenipt for the Kiog. They 
cnexi, with ihe sonnd of five hundred honua 
•and trompets, proehumed King James a 
fidae and perjured man. Afterwafd« they 
:jHllaged the town of Stirling, and, not think- 
ing that enough, they aent baek Hamüion 
jsot Cadyow to bum it to the groond. B«t 
the strength of the Castle defied all thaor 
efforta; and after this bravado» the Don- 
.glaaaea dispersed themaelvea to aaaenrible a 
still laiger body of forees. 
, So many great barons were engaged in 
aUianoe wiih the honse of Dougkta, thatit 



ittiiidy Whedier hedtould «faide tb0ooiiiSi^ 
or fly to France, and leave the throne ta Üüf^ 
EtoL At this itMAn^t of extreme need« 
James fonnd a trusty eounsellor in bis eoo* 
«in-gennan, Kennedy» Arehbiahop of St 
Andrews, one of the wisest men dl his time« 
The ArdilMshep showed his advice in a sort 
6f emblem or paraUe. He gave ihe King n 
fcoBoh of anrows tied together with a thong 
of laather, iind asked bim to teeak ibem, 
The ^ng Said it was beyond bis strength«, 
<< That may be the ease^ bound together af 
they are/' replied the Archbishop ; ^< bot i| 
yoii nndo the strap, and take the arrows one 
by one, you may easily break them all in 
■uoeession. And thns,my liegen you onght 
in wisdom to deal with the insnrgent no-* 
bttity, 11 you attack them while they ar^ 
tmited in one mind and purpose» they wil| 
be too ttrong fdr you; bat if you ean^ by 
dealing with them sepaxately, prevail oi| 
them to abandon their uniimy you may as 
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earily nuuiter them one after the otber, a» 
yon ean break these arrowsif yoa take eaeh 
«Bgly.'' 

Acting upon this principle, the King made 
priTate representations to Beveral of the no- 
bility, to whom his agents found acoess^ 
showing them that the rebellk>n of the Dou- 
glasses woiiM, if successfal, render thatfa^ 
mily superior to all otheirs in Sootland, and 
fiink the rest of the Peers into men of little 
consequence. Large gifts of lands, treap* 
eures, and hondürs, were liberally promised 
to those who, in this moment bf.eztremity, 
should desert the Donglasses.and j<Mn the 
King^s party. These large' promises, «nd 
the Beeret dread of the great predominanee 
of the Douglas family, drew to the Kiiq^s 
aide many of the nobles whohad hifcherto 
wavered betwixt their allegtuK^ and thdr 
fear of tiie EarK 

Amonig these, the mo^t distingoidied was 
the EftrL^f^ Angos, who, althoogh bimirif 
a DDuglas» beiag a younger branch of that 
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tuaulff jm&ed on tili« menlorable occasiou 
miih the King againat bis kinsman, and ga^ 
rise to the fiaying, ihat ^^ the Red DougUia 
j(sttch was the eomplezion of the Angus fa- 
jBoily) had put down tbe Black«" 

The great family of Gordon also dechi^ 
Iring for the King, their ehief, the Earl of 
Huntly» eoUected an army in the north, 
jand marohed south.ae far as Brechin to.sup- 
epoxt the royal authority« Here he was en- 
.4Mnintered by the Tiger-Earl of Crawford, 
.who had taken arms for the Douglas party, 
4iccordi&g to the fatal bond whieh häd cost 
'^ Earl William bis lifo. One of the chief 
Jeaders in Crawford's army was John Col- 
. lasse of Bonnymoon, (or Balnamoon,) who 
jGommanded a gallant body of men, armed 
twith bills and batde-axeS) on whom the 
Earl greatly relied. But before the actioil, 
tbis John Collasse had asked Crawford to 
-grant bim eertain lands, that lay conveni- 
ient for bim» and near bis bouse, whieh the 
.Sari refused to do» CoUasse^ incensed at 
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tbe refnaft], took aflf oppöPtanitf, tirhen tU 

battle was ai tbe dosest, to withdraw ftio« 

ihe confliet ; upon wbich Crawford's men, 

wbo had been on tbe point of gaimng tbe 

victory, lost beart, and were defeated. 

Otber battles were fougbt in differcfnt parts 

of Scotland between tbe Dongksses and 

tbeir allies, and tbose noblemen and gentle- 

men wbo favoured tbe King. Mneb blood 

was spilt, and greajt miscbief done ta tbe 

•country. Among otber instanoes of tbe 

desolatiou of tbese civil wars, tbe Ea?l of 

Hantly burned one balf of tbe town of Et- 

gin, being tbat part wbicb inclined to th^ 

Douglasses, wbile be left Standing tbe op- 

posite part of tbe same street, wbich was 

inbabited by Citizens attacbed to bis own 

family. Henee tbe proyerb, wbena thing 

is imperfectly finisbed, tbat it is *^ Ha^ 

done, as Elgin was burned." 

Huntly, bowever, was afterwards ma^ 
prised, and lost a considerable namber of 
bis foUowerg in a morass, called Danynty, 
wbcre tbey were attacked by Douglas^ Earl 



4f Marray* This gave riee ito a jfiering 
flNfOg, which ran thus :r^ 

'< Where di^st thou leave thy meo, 

7h<m €k>r«lon so gray P 
In the bog of D,unklatyi 

MowiDg the hay." 

la thiB {läriod «of ealamity» fami&e azid peu" 
tilfiuoe oama to add to the desplatiqu of tbe 
dountry^ wasted hy a civil war» wjbicli oc- 
eattoned akirnuabes» conflagraÜQiis,, i^ 
alaugbtersy {di&o$t im eyery proyinoö q{ 
SeoÜand* 

Tbe royal party at lengtb begajoi io-g^m 
ground; for tbe preseat Earl of Dougl^. 
seMito to baye been a man of Ic^ aotion a&d. 
decidon than, was iis«ial wUh tboae of bi»! 
naae and family. 

The Earl of Crawford waa ose *of tbose 
wbo üret deserted bim^ and applied to tbe 
King for forgiveness and n^störatioa to 
favour« He appeared before James in tbe 
moflt bnmble guise, ip poor appa^el, bare- 
baaded and bar^&oted, ^kß ä eondemn- 
ed cximinal; and throwiag bimsebf eA tbe 
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King's feeti he confessed his treasons, and 
entreated tlie royai mercy, on acooant of 
ihe loyalty of his aneestors, and the sin- 
cerity of bis repentance. The King, thoogh 
he had many subjects of complaint againBt 
this powerful lord, and notwithstanding 
he had made a yow to destroy the EarF» 
Castle of Finhaven, and to make the high-* 
est stone the lowest, aevertheless granted 
him a ftdl pardon, and made himi a Tistt 
at Finharen, where he acoompliahed hia 
vow, by getting to the top of the batüe^' 
mentSy and throwing a small stone^ which 
was lying loose thore, down into the moat ; 
thui^ in one sense, making the highest stone 
in the house die lowest^ thoügh not by the 
demolition of the place. By this clemeacy: 
the minds of the hostile nobles were conci- 
liated, and many began to enter into terms 
of Submission* 

' Bat the power of the Donghsses remain« 
ed nnbroken, and it was so great that there 
seemed litde hope oi the atruggle being^ 
ended without a despeiate bettle. Atlengtk 
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sqi^li i^n event seemed near fq[>^oacbing. 
H^eEarl» of Orkney and Angu% acling for 
the King, had besieged Abercorn» a strong 
CastlB on the Frith of Fortfa, belonging to 
the Earl of Douglas« Douglas coUected the 
wbole fltrongth i;f hich bis family and allies 
couldraise, amounting» it is said, to jiearly 
forty thousaa^ men, with which he advan- 
obd to raise the siege«^ The King, on the 
cfihec band, haviog asaembled the wbole 
fbrce» of tl|e north of Scotland, marched 
to meet Douglas, at the head of an army 
aomewhal i^uperior in numbers to that of 
tiie Earl, but inferior in military discipline. 
Thus ererything seeioed to render a com- 
bat inevitable, tbe issue of which muirt bfive 
sbown whether James Stewart or James 
Douglas was to wear the crown of Scodand. 
The small river of Carron divided the two 
armies. 

But the intrigues of the Archbishop of St, 
Andrews bad made a powerful Impression 
nppa m^ny of the nobles who acted with 
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Douglas, and tbere was a party amoDg im^ 
followers, who obeyed him more from fear 
than affectiön. Others, seeing a certain de-^ 
gree of hesitation in the EarVs resolations, ' 
and a want of decision in Us actions, began 
to doubt whetber he was a leader fit to con- 
dact so perilous an enterprise« Amongst' 
tbese last was Sir James Hamilton of Cad- 
yow, already mentioned, wbo commanded 
in Douglas's army tbree bnndred borse, and 
as many iniantry, all men of tried disci** 
pline and courage. Tbe Arcbbisbop Ken- 
nedy was Hamilton's kinsman, and took ad- 
vantage of their relationsbip to send a secret 
messenger to inform bim tbat tbe. King was 
well disposed to pardon bis rebellion^-and 
to sbow bim great favour, provided tbat be 
would, at tbat critieal moment, set an ex^ 
ample to tbe Insurgent nobility, by renoun- 
cing tbe cause of Douglas, and returning- 
tö tbe King's obedience. Tbese arguments 
made considerable Impression on Hamilton, 
wbo, fievettbeless, baving been long fb6 
friend and follower of tbe Earl of Douglas, 



tr^ loath to desert his old friend in such an* 
eltremity. 

On the next movmng after this Beeret 
Conference, the King sent a herald to the 
camp of Douglas, char^g the Earl to dis« 
perse his followers, on pain that he and 
his accomplices should he prociaimed trai-« 
fors, hut at the same lime promising for-« 
giveness and rewards to all who should leaTO 
the rebellious Standard of Douglas. Dou«» 
glas made a mock of this summons; and 
soundhig his tnnnpets, and placing his men 
in Order, marched stoutly forward to en» 
counter the Kiug's army, who on their side 
left their camp, and advanced with display- 
ed banners, as if to instant battle. It seems^ 
however, that the message of the herald 
had made some impression on the followers 
of Douglas, and perhaps on the Earl him** 
seif, by r endering him doubtful of their ad-« 
herence« He saw, or thought he saw, that 
his troops were discouri^ed, and led them 
back into his camp, hoping to inspire them 
with more confidence and seal. But the 



laa^tmmt kii4 a dUiffbrent effecttr for no^ 
sooner had the Earl returned to l^k togit,^ 
tiliao Sir' Jam^^ HawUoa ^ame to exp^s- 
telätQ with biixi» ftP4 to require Um to say,, 
wbetbf r be 190911t to figbt or no^ assuriug. 
biia tbat «very d^lay waa iu faTour of tbe 
King, aod tbat tbe Iwger the Earl put cdOf 
ihß day of battl^ tbe fewer ipen he woiil^ 
baye to fight it tvitbp Ooiiglas ^swere^ 
oomtejnptuottsly to H9>miltoii, tbat ^if h^ 
was afraid to «tay, hß mtiis welcome to ga 
home.^ Hamilton took the Earl nt bis word« 
and» leaving the camp of Douglaaf w^pt qv^i^ 
to ibe King thät very night« 

Tbe example waa «o generaUy fdUoimadt 
^hat the army of Douglas aeemed suddcmly 
to datpersio^ Uke a diaaolving istnow-ball ; m4 
in the moriiing tbe Earl bl^d not a bun4r«4 
men left in bia silent and d^sertßd eainp^ 
exe^üng hk o\i^ immediate foUower«. H^ 
was obUged.to fly to tbe West Bbf der, wh^rif 
bis brothers and follower9 suateined a sarverf 
defeat firpmihe Scotts and otbet Bcardeifer^ 
aear a plac^ oalled ^kinholm^» ^m Ae ^$ir 
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ky of Esk. Archibald Douglftg, Earl of 
Mttiray, one of the EarPs brothers, feil in 
the battle ; another, Hagh, Earl of Ormond, 
was wounded and made prisoner, and im-< 
mediately executed^notwithstanding bis ser-* 
Tices at the battle of Sark. John, Lord 
Balyenie, the third brother, escaped inta 
England, where the Earl ako fonnd a re« 
treat. Thns ihe power of tbk great and 
predominant family, whkh seemed to stand 
8o fair for possessing the crown, feil at lengtk 
withont any decisive stroggk; and their. 
greatness, which had been founded upon the 
loyalty and bravery of the Good Lord James» 
was destroyed by the rebellious and waver« 
ing condnct of the last EarL 

That nnfortnnate nobleman remained 
nearly twenty years a bankhed man in Eng- 
land, and was almost forgotten in hk own 
coantry, until the subsequent reign, wheny 
in 1484, he was defeated and made prisoner» 
in a small inenrsion which he had attempt- 
ed to make upon the frontkrs of Annan- 
dale« He surrendered to a brother of K vk-* 
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patrick of ClimhnTikf who, in tixe £griV 
betfer days, had been his own yassal» and 
who shßd iears at $eeiiig bis old mästet iot^ 
sueh a lamentable Situation. Kirkpatrick 
eyen proposed to set bim at liberty, and fly 
vith bim into England ; but Douglas rej^ct-^ 
ed ihis offer. '^ I am tir^/' be said» ^* of 
ezile; and as tbere is a reward offered b^ tb«; 
Sang for my bead, I bad ratber it were. oout 
ferred on you» wbo were always &itbful tcr, 
ae wbile I was faitbful to myaelf, tban oa* 
any one eise." Kirkpatrick» however» aot? 
ed kindly and generously. He secured the 
Earl in some secret abode, and did not d^ 
liver bim up to tbe King unül be bad ä pro« 
mise of bis life. Douglas was tben ordaiae^ 
fo be put into tbe Abbey of Ldadoresi to 
whiob sentence be submitted calmly» only 
using a populär proverb» ^^ He tbat caAnot . 
do better inust be a monk." He liyed in 
tbat conyent only for four years, and with: 
bim^ as tbe last of bis family, expired %hsi 
principal brancb of these tremendous £atla 
of Douglas« 
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' Otber iSöottifiA fatailieB aröse upon the 
f ains oC this mighty Hoi»e, in eonsequenco 
of the distribution made of their immexise 
forfeited estates, to these wlio had assist- 
ed the King in Buppressing their power« 
Amongst these the Earl of Angus» who, al- 
I^QOgh kinsman to the Earl of Donglas, had 
liided with the King, reeeived by far the 
greater share ; to an amount, indeed, which 
iBnabIed the family, as we shall see, to pur- 
Bne the same ambitious course ag that of 
their hineifolk of the eider branch, although 
•ibey neither rose to sueh high elevation, nor 
%unk into the same irreparable ruin^ which 
was the lot of the original family. 
^ Hamilton also rose into power on the fall 
of the Donglas« His opportune desertkm of 
bis kinsman at Abercorn was aecounted 
good seryiee, and was rewarded with large 
grants of land, and at last with the band of 
•the King's eldest danghter in marriage« 
' Sir David Scott of Kirkurd and Bao- 
deuch likewise obtained greät gifts of land 
for his dan's Service and his own, al the 
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battle of Arldnliolme, and b^Hn that course 
of greatness which ridsed his family to the 
ducal dignity. 

Sucb, my dear child^ is the coarse of the 
World, in which the downfall of one great 
man or family is the means of advancing 
others ; as a falling tree throws its seed upou 
the ground, and canses young plants to arisQ 
in' its room. 

The English did not make much war upon 
Scotland during this reign, belog engaged at 
home with their dreadfal civil qoarrels of 
York and Lancaster. For the same reason» 
perhaps, the Scots had the advantage m 
such actions as took place« 

Relieved from the rivalship of the Dou- 
glas, and from the pressure of constant war 
with England, James IL governed Scotland 
firmly. The kingdom enjoyed considerable 
' tranquillity during his reign ; and his last 
Farliament was able to recommend to him 
the regulär and firm execution of the laws, 
as to a prince who possessed the füll means 
of discharging his kingly office, withpat 



ÜGATH OF JAMES II. Id7 

Resistance from evil doers or infringers of 
justice. This was in 1458. Bat only two 
years afterwards all these fisdr hopes were 
Uighted. 

The streng Border Castle of Roxburgh 

liad remained in the Lands of the English 

«ver since the fatal battle of Durham. The 

•King was determinedto recover this hui wark 

of the Idngdom. Breaking through a truce 

'"which existed with England at the time» 

James snmmoned together the füll force of 

his kingdom to accomplish this great enter- 

•prise. The nobles att^ided in numbers, 

and well accompanied, at the summons of a 

^rince who was always respected, and gene- 

rally successful in his military undertakings. 

Even Donald of the Isles proved himself a 

loyal and submissive vassal ; and while he 

came with a force which showed his great 

authority, he placed it submissively at the 

disposal of his sovereign. His men were 

arrayed in the Highland fashion, with shirts 

of mail, two-handed swords, axes, and bows 

and arrows ; and Donald offered» wl\en the 
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Sc0t8 fthoold enter ESaglandy ihät he woal4 
marcU a mile in front oi the King's host» 
and take npon himself the danger of the 
first onset. Bat James's first olject wai 
the siege of Roxburgh. 

This streng Castle was sitaated on.an 
eminenee near the junction of the Tweed 
and the Teviot ; the waters of the Te^io^ 
raised by a damhead or wear, flowed round 
the fortresSy and its walls were as strongas 
the engineers of the time couM raise* Ou 
former occasions it had been taken by strai- 
tageniy but James was now to proceed by a 
•regulär siege. . . 

With this pnrpose he estaUished a bat- 
•tery of such large clnmsy cannon as were 
eonstrueted at that time, npon the north 
(ride of the river Tweed. The siege had 
lasted some time, and the army began to be 
weary of the undertaking, when they re- 
ceived new spirit from the arrival et tbe 
Earl of Htmtly with a gallant body of frasih 
«troops. The King, out of joy -at these suo- 
ooursy commanded hw artiH^y to &re a vet 
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ley upon the Castle^ aad uiBCfi near the cän-» 
BOn himsel^ to inai-k tlie effect of tbie shöt.! 
Tbe great guns of tfaatperiod wereawkward* 
ly framed oat of bars of ]2*on, fasteneä töge^ 
ther by hoops of the same metal, somewhat 
in the same manner in which barrels are 
now made. They were, therefore, far more 
liable to accidents than modern cannon, 
which are cast in one entire solid piece, and 
then bored hollow by a machine. One of 
these ill-made guns barst in going off, A 
fragment of iron broke James's thigh-bone, 
and killed him on the spot« Another splin- 
ter wounded the Earl of Angus. No other 
person sustained injury, though many stood 
around. Thus died James the Second of 
Scotlandy in the twenty-ninth year of bis 
life, after reigning twenty-ffonr years. 

This King did not possess the elegant ac- 
complishments of bis father ; and the man- 
ner in which he slew the Earl of Douglas 
must be admitted as a stain upon bis repu- 
tation. Yet he was» upon the whole» a good 
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Prinoe^ and was greatly lamented by big 
subjects* A thorn tree, in the Duke oi 
Roxbnrghe's park at FieurAi still showathe 
spot where he died* 
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CHAP. X. 

Ec « 

- - . , I 

Bei^n ff James IIL — InsurrecHan ofthe Bornes 
and Hepburm — Mut der ofthe King» 

Upok the lamentable death of James IL, 
Üie army wUch lay before Roxbeirgb was. 
gready discouraged» änd seemed ^bout to 
Faise the idege. But Miargaret, tfae \f Mow 
of Aeir filaia Mönärcb» appeared in their. 
Council of war, leäding her eldest son, a 
cbild of eight years old, wbo was tbe suc- 
cessor to the crown, and spoke to tbem^ 
ihese gallant words : ^^ Fye, my nöblejords, 
iMnk not now shamefully to give up an en- 
terprise which is so bravely begup, or to 
abandon the reyenge of this unhappy ^oci- 
^aak wbifih bas befallen be&re tlüs iUrpmmr. 

o 2 
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ed Castle. Forward, my brave lords, and 
persevere in yonr undertaking ; and neyer 
tum your backs tili this siege is victoriously 
ended. Let it not be said that such brave 
cbampions needed to hear from a woman^ 
and a widowed one, ihe conrageous advice 
and comfort wbich she ought rather to re* 
ceive from you." The Scottish nobles re- 
ceived this heroic address with shonts of ap-i 
planse, and persevered in the siege of Rox- 
bnrgh Ca»fle, antü the garrison, reoeiTing 
no rdief, were obliged to surrender the plaee 
through famine. The govemor is stated toi^ 
have been put to death, and in the animosi-> 
ty of the Soots against everything oonoem* 
ed with the death of their King, they level** 
led the walls of the Castle with the gronnd^^ 
and retumed victorious from an enterpria» 
which had cost them so dean > 

The minority of James IIL was morer 
prosperons than that of his father and 
grandfiither* The affidrs of State were gjA* 
ded by the experienced wisdom öf Bidbopt 
Kennedy. Rbzbuigh wb% as we have itai^ 
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laken micl Aestroyed. Berwick) durlng^ the 
disBensions of the Civil Wars of England, 
HTBS mnendered to the Scots ; and the do- 
minions of tbe Islands of Orkney and Zet* 
land) which kad hitherto belonged to the 
Kings of Norway, were acquired as the mar- 
tiage poriion of a Princess of Denmark and 
Norway, who was united in marriage to tbe 
King of Scodand. 

ISiese favourable circumstiBmces were firsfc 
interrupted by the death of ArchbiriLop Ken- 
nedy; after which event, one family, that 
et tbe Boyds, started into such a d^ee of 
temporary power as seemed to threaten the 
puMio tranqaiUity. The tutor of James IIL 
was Gilbert Kennedy, a wise and grave 
man, who continued to regulato the studies 
of tbe King after tbe death of bis brother 
ibe prelate, but unadvisedly called in to bis 
assistapce Sir Alexander, the brother of 
Lord Boyd, as one who was younger and 
fitter than bimself to teäch James military 
iiucercises« By means of this appointment, 
Sir Alexander, bis brother Lord Boyd, and 
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two of bis söns, became so iniimatc witk^ 
tbe King, tbat tbey resolved to take him» 
from under tbe management öf Kennedy 
entirely. Tbe court was then residing a<r 
Linlitbgow, and tbe Kiiig, wbile abroad on 
a bonting party,, was persuaded to direct 
bis borse's bead to Edinborgb, instead of 
returning. Kennedy, tbe tntor, bastened 
to oppose tbe King's desire, and seizing bis 
borge by tbe bridle, wisbed to lead bim back 
to Linlitbgow. Alexander Boyd rusbed feri 
ward, and striking with a bunting-staff tbe 
bld man, wbo bad deserved better osage at 
bis band, förced bim to quit tbe Ktog^s rein^ 
and accomplisbed bis purpose of carrying 
James to Edinburgb, wbere be entered upoii 
tbe administration of aSairs, and baving 
granted a solemn pardon to tbe Böyds for 
wbatever violence bad oceurred in tbeir 
proceedings, be employed tbem for a time^ 
as bis cbief ministers and favourites. Sir 
Tbomas, one of Lord Boyd^s sonidi, wa« 
bonoared witb tbe band of tbe Princess 
Margaret, tbe King's eldest riflter, aäd waA 
created Earl of Arran. He deserved even 
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thifl elevation by his personal äceompllsh- 
mentS) if he approached the character given 
of him by an English gentleman. He is 
described as *< the most courteous, genüe» 
unse, kind, companionable, and bounteous 
Bari of Arran ;" — and again, as <^ a light, 
able-bodied, well-spoken man, a goodly 
archer, and a knight most devout, most 
perfecta and most true to his lady.'' 

Notwithstanding the ne w Earl of Arran's 
aocomplishments, the sudden rise of his fa- 
inily was followed by as sudden a fall. The 
King, either resenting the use which the 
Boyds had made of his favonr, or changing 
his opinion of them firom other causes, sud- 
denly depiived the whole family of their 
Offices, and caused them to be tried for the 
Tiolence committed at Linlithgow, notwith- 
standing the pardon which he himself had 
granted. ^ Alexander Boyd was condemn- 
ed and execnted. Lord Boyd and his sons 
escaped, and died in exile. After the death 
of Sir Thomas, (the Earl of Arran,) the^ 
Prinoess Margaret was married to the Lord 
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Hamiltan^ to wbom ehe cai^ed ikd ^W» 
aad title of Arra»^ 

It wask af ter tjbe fall of tb« Boyda^ tbat thei 
King came to admiaister the goyermnenjt m 
persoll) and tbat tbe de£ects of bis «haracl^ar 
begaa to appegr. He was tiinoroq«» a gi:^at 
failing: in a waxlike age ; and bis cowardice 
made bim sus^cdo^s of bis. nobility, ai^ 
partieularly of bis two brotberg. He wa9 
Jfond o£ money, and tberefore did not.iise 
tbat genenisity towards bis powerful aubr 
jects wbicb was necessary to secure tbeif 
attacbment; but» on tbe coiitrary, endea^ 
▼oured to increase bis private boards of 
wealtb by ^acroacbing upon tbe rigbts both 
of cbergy and laity, and tbus made bimself 
at once bated and contemptible. He was a 
lover of tbe fine arts, as tbey aro c^Ued» of 
music and arcbitecture ; a disposition graiee^ 
ful in a monarcb, if exbibited witb due re<* 
gard to bis dignity. Bat be made arebitecta 
and musicians his.principal compftnumst ex«« 
eluding bis nobility frpm tbe persoiial üsDoiis 
liarity to wbi<di h^ »dmitted tbQs§ wbpm 
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'A% bat^ty Bftron« of BeotliEiid tenued mw- 
trons ftnd fiddlers« Coeliran, an Arehiteot» 
'Hogters, a nmsieiaii) Leonard, a smith, Hon»- 
mel, a tailor, and Torpfaiohen, a fencing^ 
^aster, were bis leonnfiellors and compani- 
ctiB» Thi»se habitts of low societj excited tbe 
hatred of tbe nobility, wbo began to make 
^oomparisons betwixt tbe King and bis two 
brotbers, tbe Dukes of Albany and Mar, 
greatly to tbe disadvantage of James* 

Tbese youngev sons of James tbe Seeond 

wete of appearance and manners sncb as 

weretben tboogbt inost saited to tbeir roy^ 

birtb. Ulis is tbe deseription of tbe Duke 

of Albany by an andenkt Soottisb antboi': 

•He was well-proportioned, and tall in stil- 

ture, and eomely in bis countenance; tiutt 

*is to say, broad-faced, red-nosed, larga-eair- 

ed, and bäving a -very awftal coonlevanoe 

'wbeh it pleased bim to speak \Ath tbose 

iwbo bad displeased bim. Mar was of a less 

st^m temper, and gave great satisfäction to 

'idl wbo appröacbed bis person, by tbe mild- 

^ness and gentleness'of bis manners. Both 
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prinees exceUed mibe military exereigM of 
iilting, hunting, hawlongi and otlier per«* 
«onal accomplisluaents» for which tibeir 
brojiher) the Kiog, was unfit, by taste» or 
from timidity, althougb they were in thoso 
times reckoned indispensable to 9* man of 
rank. 

Perhaps some excose for the King's fears 
,may be found in the torbnlent. disposition 
of tbe Scottish nobles, wbo» like the Doij^ 
glasses and Boyds, oftad nourished schemes 
of ambition, which they endeavonred to gxi^ 
tify by exercising a control over tbe Kii^s 
person. The following incident may serve 
to amnse yon» among so many melancholy 
tales» and at the same time to show yoa 
the manners of the Scottish Kings, and tfae 
fears which James entertained for the ei^ 
terprises -of the nobility. 

About the year 1474, Lord Somerville 
being in attendance upon the Hing's oourt, 
James IIL offered to come and visit him^at 
bis Castle of Cowthally, near the town of 
Carnwath» wfaere he then lived in all the 
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rade lioipitality of the tiflae^ for wiiidi tkiar 
noblemaa was pecnlmrly remarkable. It 
was bis custom, when» being from bome» 
be intended to retarn to tbe casüe witb a 
party of guests, merely to write tbe words^ 
^peatea and raxes ; tbat is, spits and raoges ; 
meaning by tbis bint tbat tbere sbould be 
a great quantity of food prepared, and tbat 
tbe spits and ranges, or frame^work on 
wbicb ibey tum, sbould be put into em- 
ployment. Even tbe visit of tbe King bim- 
self did not indnee Lord Somerville to send 
any otber tban bis usnal intimation ; only be 
repeated it tbree times, and dispatcbed it to 
bis casdebya special messenger« Tbepaper 
was delivered to tbe Lady Somerville» wbo» 
baving been lately married, was not qoite 
aceustomed to read ber busband's bandwri- 
tingi wbicb pröbably was not very good; 
for in tbose times noblemen used tbe sword 
more tban tbe pen. So the lady sent for tbe 
'Steward, and, after laying tbeir beads toge- 
tber^ instead of reading Speaies and raxes^ 
^speates and raxea^ speaks cmd raxesy they 
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niade oül tfae wiiting to Ve ^^äa^xpidjai^ 
gpears andjacks^ spears andJackM. Skbkn 
were a sort of leathefn doublet^ covered 
with plates of irofi, wom as armour Yxf 
horsemen of inferior rank. They cohcluded 
the inetinittg of these tertiUd words to be^ 
tfaai Lord SdtnerVill^ was in 0ome distress; 
or engaged in some qnarrel in Edinburgh^ 
and wanted iTssistanee; so tbat, instead of 
killing oattlB and preparing fo^ a feast, tbey 
€ollected armed men together» and got read j 
lor a A*ay. A party of two bnndred borse»» 
«nen were speedily assembled, and were trol^ 
iing over tiüe inoors towards Edinburgh 
when they obserred a large compan^ of gen«- 
^tlemen employed in the sport of hawking', 
^n the fiide of Corsett-bill. Tfais was tbi 
'King and Lord SomerTiUe, who were on 
tbetr road to Cowtfaally, taking tbeir sport 
iisthcy went along« The appearance of a 
numeroas body of armed men soon tnrned 
•ibeir game to eämest; and the King, who 
-saw the Lord Somerville's banner at the 
heid of . the troop^ concloded. it was some 



i;ib6lBbn6 enterpnsßiagidiMit hiä j^rsoH» and 
eharged the Baroa with treason* Lord 3o*. 
merville dedäred bis iunocenceu ^' Yon- 
der,? Said he, ^' aire indeed my xnen and ipy 
banner, but I have no knowledge wbateyei^ 
pF duB cause that baa broaghjt th^oa hare. 
T&vii if yoar Grace will permit me to xide 
forward, I will soon eee tbe cause of tbit 
disturbance. la tbe meautioie, let my eld- 
est son and beir reoiain as an bostage ia 
your Graoe's power, and let biru: lose' bia 
bead if I prove false to my duty«'^ The 
King accordingly permitted Lord Som^-» 
ville to ride towards bis foUowers, wbea 
tbe matter was soon explained by those wbo 
coinmanded tbem. Tbe mistake was tbeiK 
önly subject of merriment ; for the King» 
looking at the letter, protested be. bimself 
would have read it Spears andjacks^ ratbec 
tban Speates and raxes, Wben they came to 
Cowthally, tbe lady was mncb out of counter 
nance at the mistake« But the King greaJdy 
pnused her for the dispatch which she bad 
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used in raising men to asGist her husband^ 
and Said he hoped she i^ould always have 
as brave a band at his service, when the 
King and Ringdom required them. And 
ihns everything went happily o£F. 

It was natural that a Piince of a timid» 
and at the same time a severe dispositiony 
such as James IIL seems to liave had, 
fihoold see with anxiety the hold which his 
brothers possessed over the hearts of his 
subjects ; and the insinualions of the un- 
worthy familiars of his private hours tnm*^ 
ed that anxiety and suspicion into deadly 
^ndimplacablehatred. Yariouscausescom-» 
bined to indace the mean and obsenre fa- 
Tourites of James to sow enmity betwixt 
him and his brothers. The Homes and 
Hepbums, families which had risen into 
additional power af ter the fidl of the Dou« 
glasses, had several private disputes with 
Albany concerning privileges and property 
belongii^ to the Earldom of March, whidi 
had been conferred on him by his fitübert 
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Aibiiiiy tvas also Lord Werden qi the tasi 
frontiers, and in that capacity had restridtt'^ 
ed and d&ob%ed those powerful clans. To 
he revenged, tbey made interest witb R<h^ 
bert Cocbran» tbe King's .principal advisary 
Md gave bim, it is said, large hribeä to 
put Albany out of credit witb tbe King« 
Cocbran's own interest suggested tbe same 
yile course ; for be must bave been sensible 
tbat Albany and Mar disapprored of Um 
Üking's intimaey witb bim and bis anupa^ 
nions. 

Tbese unwörtby favonrites, tberefiDre» set 
titenUselves to fiil tbe King's mind witb ap* 
prebensions of dangers wbicb were to arise 
to fim frdm bis brotbers. Tbey inlbrmed 
bim tbat tbe Earl of Mar bad emiralted 
witches wben and bow tbe King sboold die» 
and that it bad been answered tbat be sbould 
ihU by means of bis nearest relataons. Tbey 
Iff ougbt to James also an astrologer, tbal ifi^ 
a man wbo pretended to calculate fatuve 
events by tbe motibn of tbe stars, wbo told 
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hiiD» that in Scoda&d a Lion should be kill*- 
cd by bis own wbelps* All these thiogB 
wrought on the jealous and timid dbpofidb- 
tion of tbe King, so tbat he seized upon 
both bis brethren. Albany was imprison- 
ed in the Castle. ofEdinborgfa» but Mar'« 
fiite was instantly deeided; the King can?- 
sed him to be murdered by stifling him io 
a batb, or, as other historians say, by cau'*^ 
sing him to be bled to death. James comr* 
mitted this homd crime, in order to..ayoid 
dangers which were in a great measure ima-* 
ginary ; but we shall find that the deatii ot 
bis brother Mar radier endangered than 
added to bis safety. 

Albany was in .danger of the same fifttet 
but some of bis friends in France or Scotr 
land had formed a plan-of rescuing him» 
A small sloop came into the road-stead <»f 
Leith) loaded with wine of Ga^jcony, and 
two small barrels were sent.np as a present 
to the imprisoned Prince« The guard ha- 
ving suffered the casks to be camed UtAXr 
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boft]^« Chamber, the Duke, examining tibem 
in private, found that one of them contain- 
ed a roll of wax, inclofiing a letter, exhorting 
him to make his eBcape, and promising that 
ihe little vessel which brought the wine 
ahould be ready to receive him if he eould 
gain the water-side* The letter conjured 
bim to be speedy, as there was a purpose to 
behead him on the day foUo^ng. A coil 
of ropes was also inclosed in the same cask, 
in Order to enable him to effect his descent 
from the Castle wall, and the precipice up- 
on which it is bailt. There was a faithfdl 
attendant, bis chamberlain, imprisoned with 
him in the. same apartment, who promised 
to assist his master in this perilous imder« 
lakiDg. The first point was to secmre the 
eaptain of the guard; for which purpose 
Albany invited that offioer to sup with him, 
in Order, as the Duke pretended, to taste 
the good wine which had been presented to 
him in the two casks« The eaptain, aecord- 
•ingly, hayiBg placed his watches where he 
-^oughtthere.was danger,cameto th^DukQ'i& 



cliamber, attended by three of bis sokfi^a^ 

änd partook oiT a coUatipn« After 6ii{^er^ 

the Duke engagod }iim in playing ai tables 

and dice, until the captain, seated beside a 

bot fire, and plied witk wine by tbe cham* 

berlain, began to grow drowsy, sä dld bis 

attendants, on wbom tbe liquor bad not been 

ispared» Tben tbe Duke of A)bi|ny, a strong 

man and desperate» leapt from table, and 

stabbed tbe captain witb a wbinger or dag«^ 

ger, so tbat be died on tbe spot. Tbe like 

be did to two of tbe captain's men, and 

tbe cbamberlain dispatcbed tbe otber, and 

tbrew tbeir bodies on tbe fire. Tbis was 

tbe more easily accomplisbed tbat tbe sol- 

^iers were intoxicated and stupi^ed. Tbey 

tben took tbe keys from. tbe captain's ppeket^ 

and, getting out npon tbe walls, cbose a re*- 

tired comer, out of tbe watcbinen's sigbt^ 

to make tbeir perilous descent. Tbe cbam« 

letlainr^ricid to go down tbe ro'pe first, bttl 

it wek too sbort, so tbat be £ell and broke 

bis tbigb-bone. He tben x^aJUed to bis mas- 

ter to make tbe zope longer. Albäny r^ 
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toraed to bis «partment, and took the sheets 
irom the bed, with which he lengthened the 
ropei so that he descended the precipice in 
safety . He then got his chamberlain on his 
back, and conveyed him to a place of safety, 
where he might remain concealed tili his 
hnrt wa» cured, and went himself to the 
sea-side, when» npon the appointed signal, 
a boat came ashore and took him off to the 
vessel» in which he sailed for France. 

During the night, the goards, who knew 
that their officer was in the Dake's apart- 
ment with three men, could not but sup- 
pose that all was safe; bnt when daylight 
showed them the rope han^ng from the 
walls, ihey became alarmed, and hastened 
to the Dnke's lodgings. Here they found 
tbe body of one man lying near to the door, 
and the corpses of the captain and other two 
lying upon ihe fire. The King was much 
surpiised at so stränge an escape» and wonld 
give no credit to it tili he hadhezfuniaed the 
place with bis own eyes. 

The death of Mar, and the flight of AI- 
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btmy, increased tliauiisK^letice of KiögJäiiieü*^ 
tinworthy fayourites. Robert Cochran, the 
magon, rose into great power, and as ^v^rf 
man's petition to the King came through htid 
hands, and he expected and reeeived bribed 
to give his countenance, he amassed so muck 
wealth, that he was able in his tarn to bribe 
ibe King to CQnfer on him the Earldom <tf 
Mar, with the Iflbds and revenuee ot the de« 
«eased Prince* AU men were fiUed with m*< 
dignation to see tbe inheritance of themur- 
dered Earl, tbe son of tbe King of Scotland^ 
•conferred upon a mean upstart, like thift 
0>chran. This unworthy favourite wag 
.guilty o( anothw piece of mal-administra^ 
tion, by mixing the silier coin of tbe.king- 
äom with brass and lead» and thereby de- 
creasing its real value, wbile ordi^rs were 
given by proclaination to take it. at the säme 
rate as if it were composed of pui^e sijiver. 
The people refused to seil their com and 
otber commodities for this debased eoin^ 
whicb introduced gre^t distress, confasioi^ 
and Bcarcit}^ Some oaetoId^CoohFaiiy^at 



n 



^ RSIGN OF JAM£8 III. 179 

ibir'mo'ii^y ehould bä called in, And good 
eo\t\. idsiied \ii ito stead j bat he was so cott^ 
;fident of tlie currency oftheCochran-placks, 
AS the people called tbem, tbat be said»— *• 
^^ Tbö day I am banged tbey may be called 
in'; not sooner." This speecb^ whicb be 
jmade in jest, proved true in reality. 

In the year 1482, the disputes with Eng- 
land had come to ä great«height, and £d- 
^ward IV« made preparations to invade Scob- 
land, principally in the hope of recovering 
the town of Berwick. He invited the Dnke 
iÄ Albany from France to join bim in this 
HQdertaking, promißing to place bim on tfae 
Scottish throne instead of bis brotber« Thio 
rirai beld out' in order to take advantage of 
the uopopularity of King Jämes, and the ger 
neral difiiposition whicb maiiifested itself in 
Scotland in favour of Albany. 
. But, however dificontented with their so- 
^vereign, the Scottish nation shoWedtbem- 
selyes in no way disposed to receive anothor 
.king from the bands of the Englisb. Tbe 
Parliament assembled, and unanimously de- 
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on war against Edward the RoB- 
ber, for so they termed ihe King of Eng« 
land. To support this violent langnage, 
James ordered the whole arra^ of the king- 
dorn, that is, all the men who were bound 
to discharge military service, to assemble 
at the Borough*moor of Edinburgh, froiii; 
whence they marched to Lander, and en- 
camped betweem the river Leader and ihe 
town, to the number of fifty thonsand men. 

Bat the great barons, who had there as- 
sembled with their foUowers, were less dis- 
posed to advance against the Eoglish, than 
to correct the abuses of King James's ad- 
ministration. 

Many of the nobility and barons held 
a secret coancil in the church of Lander, 
where they enlarged apon the evils which 
Scotland sustained through the insolenoe 
and corrnption of Cochran and his asso- 
ciates. While they were thus declaiming, 
Lord Giay requested their attention to a 
fable« ^^The mice/' he said, ** being much 
annoyed by the persecution of the cat, re« 

8 



KfZ^N.QJF JAMES HU^ 181 

yfom^B n^ok) io fiye nptice whe^ she w]^ 
ooming^ But thoi;gh the meaiiure wm 
agr^ed to in fall Council, it pfii^d not b^ 
eaqried ii^tp effect» because np monse had 
couf age enough to underta^ to üe the hell 
iß t)ie neck of the fornudable ^nemy." Tbia 
was «8 much as to intimate hia opinion, tbat 
thoiigl^ die di^contented nobles migbt mak^ 
l^^ld resolutions against tJjie King's minis-^ 
tjß^ y^i» it Wi^uLd be difficult io find any onfi 
cpurageoas epough to act i^pon theau 
. Archibald» Earl of Apgus, a man of p*- 
gimtic pfcrength »nd »trepid courage, and 
heßi of tb^t second familyof Douglas wbom 
I l^qt^ p^ßXküoufidf Started up wben Gray 
]^d dioa^ speaking. ^^ I am be/' be said^ 
<^ wl^9 l^dll bejUl tbe ßs^»* from wbicb ex« 
proB«u>n he was dktii^uiabed by thp .wwur 
9f B^l-the-Ca>t to bis dying day« 
' Wbile tbus enguged, ^ loud autboritativ^ 
liaEM^king wa9 b0ard'a,t the door of th^ 
f^piiirch. Tliis fii^nppnced tbe arrival of 
Cocbran, attended by a guard of tbree hnn-^ 

VOL. II. Q 6 
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ited meii» attäcbed to Iiis own person, and^ 
all gtälj dressed in bis livery of wbite^ 
with black facings, and armed with parti-» 
zans. His own personal appearance corre- 
sponded with this magnificent attendanoe« 
He was attired in a riding suit of black vel- 
vet, and had round bis neck a fine cbain of 
gold, wbilst a bugle-born, tipped and mount« 
ed witb goldy bung down by bis side. His 
belmet was borne before bim, ricUy inlaid 
witb tbe same precious metal ; even bis tent* 
and tent-cords were of silk, instead of or« 
dinary materials. In tbis gallant guise, ba- 
ying learned tbere was some Council bold^ 
ing among tbe nobility, be came to see wbat 
ibey were doing, and it was witb tbis pur-* 
pose tbat be knock^d furiously at tbe door 
of tbechurcb. Sir Robert Douglas ofLocb- 
kven, wbo bad tbe cbarge of watcHng tbe 
door, demanded wbo was tbere« Wheii' 
Cocbran answered, *^ Tbe Earl of Mar»'' 
tbe nobles greatly r^oiced at bearing be wmsi 
come, to deliver bimself» tUB it were, inta 
their bands« 
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' *Ab Coehran entered tlie churdb» Apgi», 
to make good bis promise to bell the cat» 
,met him, and rudely pulled the gold chain 
.from his neck, «aying, << A halter would bet- 
ttr become him.'^ Sir Robert Douglas, at 
tbe same time, snatched away his bugle- 
jhom, saying, <^ Thou hast been an hontcr 
of mischief too long." 

<< Is this jest 0r earnest, my lords ?" said 
Coehran, more astonished than alarmed at 
Ulis mde reeeption. 

<* It is sad earnest," said they, ^' and that 

thou and thy aecomplices shall feel ; fbr you 

have abased the King's favour towards yon, 

:jaid now you shall have your rewfird ac« 

carding to your deserts;" 

It does not appear that Coehran- or his 
guards offered any resistance. A part of the 
. nobility went next to the King's payilion, 
«nd, while some engaged bim in couTersa* 
tion, others seized upon Leonard, Hommel, 
Torphiefaen, and the rest, with Preston, one 
of the only two gentlemen amongst King 
.James's minions, and hastily 4r<nideinned 
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ihem tQ Instant ikaXb^ äs ftaving milled 
ibe King, änd misgotirtteA the kingdoiri. 
The only persoii who «g^aped was StAtü 
Ramsay of Balmidn, a youtbof hoiiourkMfe 
birth, wlio clasped ihe Kitig tonwi ihb 
waidt wh6n he saw ihe öfters sei^ed npori. 
Hirn the nobles spared in respecl df IiIb 
youth, for he was not ahove fioxteen yeaii^y 
and of the Küig's eämeert ifiierceflsioii iAhis 
behalf. There was a loud acclamation amon^ 
the troops, who contended with eacH other 
in öfferiiig iheir tent-ropes, änd the halters * 
of their horses, to be the meaiis of ttßCtt^ 
'ting these obüoxious miiiisters« Coefaraii) 
who was a man of aadacity, and had fiMt 
attracted the King's attention by lus bdi#» 
Tioui^ in a duel, did not lose bis couräge» 
4ihough he displayed. it in an absdrd iaxiä^ 
ner. He had the vanity to request that bis 
hands might not be tied with a bc^mpeB^- 
rope, but with a silk-cord, wMch he bthtkA 
to fnmifib fröm liie ropes of Uis parffiim ; 
bnt this was only teaching his eiiemies htfw 
to gire faifi feelings additionai pmn.- Th^ 
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•Idd him he wa» but a fak» duef, and should 

die with all manner of shame; and they wen 

^at pains to proeure a hair-tether, or halter, as 

still more ignominioos than a rope of hexnp« 

'With this they banged Cochran over the 

tBBi^e of the bridge of Lander^ (now demo- 

üshedy) in the middle of bis companions, 

wbo were suspended on each side of him» 

When the execution was finished, the lords 

retnmed to Edinburgh, where they resolved 

that the King should renudh in 'the Castle) 

ander a gende and respectful degree of re- 

.atraint. 

In the meantime, the English obt^ed 
possession of Berwick^ which important 
place was never agun reeoyered by the 
Scots, though they contiuued to assert their 
,claim to that bolwark of the Easteni 
Marches« ^The English seemed disposed to 
proseente their advantages; bot the Scot- 
tish army faaving moved to Haddii^iofi to 
fig^t them, a peace was concluded» partly 
,by the mediation of the Duke of Albgny» 
.wbo had seen the vanity of any hopes wbicji 

ß2 
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1& rtewk Tipon tbe cMtvli^ äe^Md deaii^cnii 

tb become the means of tcüitaritig peftec tb 

the country . ^ 

The Duke of Albany^ anli tlie «elebraMd 

Richard I^uke of Olbtie^i^r^ {khfetwmäR 

Richard th« Third,) are säid tb ka^e ftegii- 

tiäted the tetms of )>eac)e, as well tettv^eh 

the King and his tiobilitjr, as( bet#lgeä Ftmiie 

and England. They had a personal «leef- 

itig at EdinhuTgh tritk ^^ CötastH et Sboi- 

i&h Lords tiiio häd manag«d Uke ilffidl« df 

the hingdom since the King's imprisoniiumt. 

Tbjd Council would pay no retipect tb^'the 

Büke of Oloac^stet*, who, ad aii EngüsU- 

iüan, itbey jn^ily thoilgli^, häd AO Hght tt> 

lütörfere iü the ätbltB of Sboiland ; but td 

'ihe Büke of Albany the^ nhav^eä tavltAk r^ 

'tc^ence, tcfqüesting to know whät he r^ 

^idi^d äüi theif hands. ^ 

<< iRm of all/' he fi»id, << t desire tlutt 
the K])ig5 my liit)thel*, b« s^t at lib^tty;'' 

/« My librd;'' Skid Art^hibald Bell^the^CBi, 
whb wdit Chani^Ior^ "^tibralMriüdl ht (Mrir* 
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it. Ab t# tlie penson wko k vAÜi yoii| 
(meaakig Ae Dake oi GloracesterO we kpo^ 
liim not ; nettber tvill w6 grant aüy tliu^ at 
lik aftkii^» Bat w« know yoa to be Üi4 
Kiiig'B brothdr, miA nearest heir to Ui 
Graee aft^r bis ifi&iit scm. Thorefore^ iv^ 
put llie King*^» person at yotur disposal^ 
ttttst^g that he will aet by your adriee ia 
ftitate^ attd gOTem the kingdom, so an 
tiot to 6xdt6 the ditooatent of the p«opk 
^or r6H4et ll fiec^asary for im, wka are tki 
ttobW of Soothnd, to act e<mtnury td Uii 

Jamesy beifig tibas.iB^t ai liberty, b^ealiie^ 
io ap]^earaneis so peKf(80tly r^ieoneiled vnA 
b» bvoUiOT, iha Duke of ÄLbsaxy^ tbat Ü» 
two royal brodiers used the tarne düantber^ 
Ihe «aifte table, a&d the fiaoaLe bedw While 
the King attended to the bmldisgs and 
amuseiiienis in whiefa hetook pleoinBre, Al^ 
bany adminietered the affidrs of the iaag** 
dem, imd, fbr eome tU&e, ifith apphraan 
Bat tjie aiibitum of Ue teaaper began ägaiii 
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io dfow tttfdf; tUe natioik beoam^ stepi-* 
cions of bis intimate connexioii with the 
English, and just apprehensioiiB were ea^ 
ierUdned that the Duke aimed still at oIh 
taining the orown by a^iatance of Hiobard 
III., now King of England. The Duke was» 
therefore, once more obliged to fly into Eng- 
land, wbere he remained for some time, aa« 
aisting the English against his countiymen« 
He was present at that skirmish in 1484» 
where the old Earl of Douglas was made 
frisoner, and only eseaped by the speed of 
bis horse. Albany soon after retired into 
France, where he formed a marriage with 
a danghter of the Earl of Boiili^fne» .by 
wbom he had a son, John, afterwards Re*> 
gent ofScotland in the daysof James V. Al*^ 
bany himself ^as wounded severely I^ the 
aplinter of a lance at one of the toumaments» 
or tilting-matches, which I have desoribed to 
you, and died in conseqnence« The fickle« 
ness with which he changed from one side to 
another, disappointed the high ideas whieh 
had been formed of his eharaet^ in yonüi. 
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tfi« iLhtg grddttdfiy «ask bil«l: Ut^ llM^fll^ 
|M6ti06s t^Mdli hsA toTiMtly eofti kiM tf^ 

«höuld appear atme4 ha the fdjeil pree^dH^ 
täce^pt tke King^B Ouard^ )^Iio W4»r«r {^bll#d 
4iBder tlie command of 4iiiil «öme Jotm Itftttit- 
Bay of Balmain, the only one of his fono^ir 
'Aivdiiriteft who had hten spared by BüU-tlie- 
CäfV and ibo otheft noble«, at tbe msmTbc^ 
4ioni>f Laadef Bridge. Thi« gave high «fr 
^ftiioe in a coantry» where to be ifitiioiA 
istm» was acfcoiomted botii unsafe and dl»- 
liotioQtable. < 

*rhe King^B Iotb of maimj also grsw, m 
-U etum ÜI6 case» mors exeesfidte aa hecü^ 
tunced in years« He woaM baffdfy grant 
^anytidiig, whetiher as matter of fiiTOiir or ^ 
tight, without reodiving soinegift ot gratti- 
ity. By this means he aeeumulated a qnait- 
tity of treasnre, whioh, conradering thu» po- 
vwty of bis kingdom, k absolatäly mur¥«l- 
IcN». H» <( Uaek al^M^" as bis tfttdnf- 
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Jbox WM popolarly called, was brimM of 
jgfAi aad silver coins, besides quantities of 
.plate and jewelsu Bat while he boarded 
thede treasures, he was augmenting the dis- 
.«ontent of both the nobility and people ; 
and amid the universal sense of the Kkig's 
weakness, and hatred of bis avarice» a ge^ 
neral rebellion was at length excited agidnst 
liim. 

The King) among other magnificent es« 
tablishments, had built a great hall, and ä 
royal «hapel, within the Castle of Stirliog« 
.i>oth of them specimens of finely orniainent^ 
^d Gothic architecture. He had also.esta-- 
blished a double choir of musicians and 
«nging meu in the chapel,^ designing that 
oi^ complete band shoold attend bim where^ 
lever he went, to perform Divine servioe be^ 
f ore bis person, wbUe the other, as complete 
in every respect, should remain in daily atr 
tendance in the royal cbapel. 

As this estäblishment necessarily inculr- 
red consideräble expense, James proposed 
to annex to the ]Etoyal Cfaapel the revenues 
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df th6 Priory. o^ Coldingham«, in Berwiek«» 
sliire. This rieh Priory had its laUdsamoDgst 
the possessions o^ the Homes and the HejH 
burns, who had established it as a kind ol 
right that the Prior should be of one or 
other of these two families, in Order to in-* 
8ure their being favourably treated in such 
bargains as either of them might have tO 
make with the Church. When, therefore^ 
these powerful clans understood that, in-* 
stead of a Home or a Hepburn being named 
Prior, the King intended to bestow the 
revenues of Coldinghame to maintain hia 
Royal Chapel at Stirling, they became ex** 
tremely indignant, and began to hold a se* 
eret correspondence, and form alliances^ 
with all the discontented men in Scotland^ 
and espeeially with Angus, and such other 
lords as, having been engaged in 'the affair 
of Lander Bridge, natnrally entertained 
apprehensions that the King would, one day 
or other, find a means of avenging himself 
for the blaughter of his favouf ites, and the 
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pwn pexsoii« 

. By the time that the King heard c^ this 
leiigae agamst him, it had reacbed so great 9 
Uaad tfaat ^y6l7tbiIlg seemed to be prepare4 
£^ vaFf dojee the wbole lords of the 9Quth oC 
ßcotlattd, who could collect their forces with 
a rapidity uoknown elaewherei wcare all. ii| 
|be fidd) and ready . jto act Tbe Kingp va*!' 
ittta|ly tiinidf was induced to fly to ih^ 
I^orth, He fortified the Castle of Stirling, 
CjtOBimaiided by 3baw of Fintrie^ tp ^honii 
be cpmmitted the custody of äie Prinoe bif 
8P119 and heir-appaf ent» cfaargipg the goverr 
nor neither to let any oae enter the Ca^et 
por permit any <me tp leave it, aa he lq¥e4 
|ua bpnoor 4nd bis life. EspeciaUy he orai* 
üEianded hini to let &o pne bave aepem U>im 
9on. HiBtreatiare8Jaiiie6depQ8ite4inEduit 
burgh Castle; and bpyi]]^ thus plaeed in 
aafetyi as be thought» tbe two tbings be 
loved best in the World, be hajBten^d to tbn 
Qortii .coiintryi wbere he was Jpioed bx ^ 
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giwt kadg and gendoBoieki on.Aat «iile of 
^e Forth j CO that it seemed «s if the soatli 
^d the north pmrto of Scptland were abouH 
to fight againtt eaoh otber« 
r The Sang» in pt989ing throiigh Fi&i vidt- 
ed James, tb« U^t Bari of Douglas, who 
had beeil compeUed, as I ha^e V^ora toM 
you, to beoome a monk ki tha Ahbey of Lin- 
^ores« He o£Eer^ him fall reoonciliatioii 
fsd forgiyeness, if he would ooee mord 
^oflne opt into the world, place bimlBdf äi 
ihe head of his vassalisi, aiidi hj ibe terroi 
<tf bis former authority, wUbdraw from ih6 
jiani^s of tb0 rebel peers ßwh. oSihe söuth« 
|and*men, as might still remember the fame 
of Douglas. Bat tfie views of the ol4i 
Bari w^e tamed towards a&otber worU^ 
and he repliisd to the lUng«— <^ Ah, sSr, yonr 
Grace bas kept nie und yonr Mack casket 
fp long i^nd^r lock and key, that the tinui 
yn «fhicb Ire might have done you good ser** 
yice i$ pafiit and gme.^' I4 saying this, he 
^Uu^ed tq ibe King's hcard of treaanre^ 
^bipl^ if fa^ had spent m time^ might have 

YOL. II. ' R 
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attached many toliis person, as he, Douglas^ 
wlien younger, could have raised meuiii his 
behalf; but now the period of getting aid 
from either source was paBsed away. 

Meanwhile» Asgus, Home, BothweU, and 
others of the insurgent nobility, determined^' 
if possible, to get into their hands the per-* 
son of the Prince, resolving that, notwith-» 
Standing his belng a child, they would avail 
themselves of his authority to oppose that of 
his father. Accordingly, they bribed, with af 
large sam of money, Shaw, the governor of 
Stirling Castle, to deliver the Prince (after-^ 
wards James IV.) into their heeping. When 
they had thus obtained possession of Prince 
James's person, they coUected their army^ 
and published proclamations in his name^ 
intimating that King James IIL was bringw 
ing Englishmen into thb country to assisi 
in overturning its liberties,— that he had 
Bold the frontiers of Scoüand to the Eail of 
Northumberland, and to the governor of 
Berwick, ^and declaring that they wer» 
united to. det|urone a King whose inteoiioM 
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wHiere so unkiBgly» and' to place Itls aon In 
|dt steod« These aliegations were false ; but 
ihe King was so unpopulär, that they were 
.Iktened to. and believed. 

J^mesy in the meantime, arrived before 

JStirling at the head of a cOTisideiraMe armj, 

«nd passing to the gate of the castle, den 

manded mtrance. But the govemor reh 

rftti«d to admit hinit The King then ei^]> 

ly asked for bis soti ; to which the treach^ 

«rous goTernor repUed, that the lords had 

tajcen the Prlnce from him against his wilL 

Then the poor. King saw that he was de- 

fceived, and said in wrath, ^* False Tilläin, 

itfaou hast betcayed me; but if I live, thou 

:j(balt be rewarded according to thy deserts !'' 

::If the King had not been thus treaoheron#- 

ly deprired of the power of retiring into 

43tirling Castle, he might, by means of that 

foiitress, have avoided a battle until more 

forces had come up to bis assistanee ; and, 

•m tiiat ease, might have oyerpowered the 

rebel lords, as his fatilier did the Doughsses 

ilHrf^re Abercom« Yet having with him an 
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mtwsf of nMtly Aibfy tbomUd itfM^ tk 
IMvei li^Hljr towaidg th« fastirgedMi^ Thb 
Xttfd DAtid LindMf ef the Byi^ ia ^tL 
ticolar, encouraged th« King to ddttttte^. 
(fiU fahd jotned hkil wUh « ÜidtiBaiid btam 
,aiHl llir^ tliöiiflMid foottiKMi hotä th» e6nia^ 
4iM of Fife wid Kinrcms ; amd üotr riAn^ tq^ 
to tlM King pn a fii^gref hdi^sc^ h« HgllWl 
'dowo, and entrtaledihd Kifig*» tfd^frtttndb 
4»f that noble aiüanal, wUeb^ Wl«9th^ h« büi 
ooeanon to adtuee or Tetreal) wdttld beelt 
.^voy oÜier. horio in Seotland, jurirvidtfd Iftib 
•King conld keep Ml saddle. 

The King üpoft tfais took cotfiiige^ aifd 
advanoed agaiilet the rebdis^ oMifident in Uli 
'^Feat superioritjr <tf Jiumbers. Thefielddf 
•featde waer net abcrre a mile er two dblidt 
(ftoin ihat wkere Bruce bald defaated äib 
r^ngÜBk on tbe ^drions day ef BannoeK- 
cbora } bat fhe fate ef bis deseendattd and 
MccesMir tims widely differentr ^ 

Tbe Sing'e army tv^ cBvided inte thnb 
great bodiee. Ten litoaeaad HigUandttri, 
nnder Hontly and Aiholei led tbe ▼att ; teb 
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ihdoBaiid mpre^ from the Wesüand eeun^ 
im, were led by the Lords of Erskincs 
Gdtaham» and Menteith« The King was to 
«ommand the Tear^ in which the burghers 
:fient by the different towns were stationed* 
The Earl of Crawford and Lord David 
Xindsay» with the men of Fife and Angus, 
Jbad the right wiog ; Lord Ruthyen Cotür 
«manded the left, with the people of Strath*- 
^earn and Stormont. 

• The King, thus moving forward in ordar 
-of battle, called for the horse which Lord 
David Lindsay had given him, that he might 
iiade forward and observe the motions of th^ 
enemy« He saw them from an eminence ad- 
vancing in three divisions, haying about siz 
^honsan^men in each» The Homes and 
Hepburns had the first division» with the 
men of the East Borders and of East Lo- 
thian« The next was composedof the West- 
ern Borderers, or men of Liddesdale and 
Annandale, with many from Galloway. 
.The third di^ision consisted of the rel^l 

r2 



Im INSUBRSCTIOK Or THE 

1&ipä9 and Ibrfr dilAcinl IbUowere, iwia{gfa% 
^th titem the jdufig I^4n«9 JnttiB, «md 
tfisplayitig Üht liroad batminr df Scotkmd. ^ 

When th^ Kinf b^beld fais own enuga 
ttnfiiTled ägüinst Hm, atkd knew thät In 
BOü wad in the iMMstQe walaif bis Iteart, iie^ 
Ter very i^oorageous, begati altDgeAer tb 
fidl hxm ; for he renlembered the prophiM^ 
tliat he iras to fall bj bis neareftt oP Idaa, 
and also what the afitrolog«r had tM, Um 
«^ ibe Sedttisb liim wbicb wag to be 0ti»n- 
f led by bkr own wbelpd. These iAe ftatrs 
to piieyed eil James*« mioid, tfaat bb ahnti 
1be(uittie Tisible io those arouad bfan» wbo 
eotijiired bfah te letire to b pkoe of aafeljr. 
fitii at tfmt moment the battle begin. 

The Homes and Hepbarns asttacked tlte 
iUng's vaagoard, bat were replibed by die 
HigUanders wkb yoUeys of arrovm^ On 
tbis the Borderers of Liddeedale and Ail- 
nandale, i^be bore cfpears longer tfaaa tboae 
ioaed in the other partsof Sootlaftd, chaf gtd 
whb the \fM and ftirioos cries, wbblh Ibey 
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finwes opposed to iheiB» ^7 

' flusrouded by nghte and loiaidB lt> 
%vliidk Üe Vf&ä m littfe accoatomdl, JbmeB 
biii bk remanung ]^rafieiioe <dr mind, aiid 
iHiOBf Idabiiäk^flodtowaf^Stirls)^^ Büt 
ka ivtui uniibla io'iBMiage tbe giisy botie 
f^ktä bim by Lord Limdsay, ^biob, tdang 
lAie-bk} » M» tci^b^ ran fdll gaSkoip dpw^^ 
liill inio « Utde bamkt, wbere was a mill^ 
«aijnd Baatoti'a Mill. A womBSi bad eomfe 
«tattodratrirater ii^tlie miU^daBBi^biityiaK^ 
stf ed alt deang a man in ccnnfrleüe äaaowr 
«oöadiigdewn Uvaida ber at fbll sfiead^ sbfe 
l«ft betf pitcher> aad fled back into ihe tnilL 
Tlba aig^t öf the pitcbor fing^tened tbl^ 
•Sing?« borae^ 06 tbat be swärred aa bfe waa 
«bo«i td leap ibe teoolcy and Jame^ loaing 
tm Bcttt» feil to tbe groixad» wbmse^ benig 
itea^rily armcd »ad sorely bnased» 1k rU* 
JmAmA iootionlessw Tbe peo{>Ie täupit owi, 
4aok Mm. inio tbe miU» and hid bkti «p a 
bed* Wben he came to biinaetf» hedwitiaiidH 
ad tlia aaristaace of a prieci. The «alfer'« 
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irUb adced wbo he was, and he impf adeiUljr 
repUed, << I was your King this mornii^.'? 
.With eqiial imprudence tho poor woman 
swi to the door, and called with loud es* 
clamations for a priest to conf ess the Kii^ 
^^ I am'a priest," said an unknown perww» 
who had just come up; <<lead me to tbe 
Sing«*' WhenthestrangerwBshrooghtiato 
4lie presence of the onhappy monareh, he 
Ineeled with apparent humüity, and asked 
thim, <c Whetber he was mortally wound^ 
tJi ?** James replied, that his hnrts were not 
mortal, if they were carefally looked to; 
Imt that, in the meantitne, he desired to he 
'Confessed, and receive pardon of his sin* 
irom a priest, according to the £eu9hion of 
the €athoIic Cburoh. «< This shall pr»- 
ttenüy give thee pardon !" answered the as«- 
sassin ; and, drawing a poniard, he stabhed 
4he King foor or five times to ,the very 
Jbeart $ ihen took the body on his back avd 
departed, uo man opposing him, aod ne 
4nan knowing what he did with thOrbod^«. « 
Who this mnrderer was bas ner^ beeoi 



tpatiA or not Thettf w«rt tlire«^ peteknüi^ 

-^ok^afnrkBty MMffV^d to {niTSuci tli6^KHl|r 
iAmfyi <^ i^ was üitfipiioied tfaitt oli« tt 
x4fa«r ^ tl^im ^ itift bloody dbed. It is f ci^ 
' markable tfaat Gray was the son of Ihaf Sit 
Patrick, commonly called Cowe Gray, who 
assisted James IL to dispatch Douglas in 
Stirling Castle. It would be a singnlar 
coiBcidence if tbe son of this active agent 
in Douglas's deatb sboiild have been the 
actor in ihat of King James's son« 

The battle did not last long after tbe King 
lef t tbe field^ the royal party drawing off 
towards Stirling, and the victors retuming 
to their camp. It is usually called the bat- 
ile of Sauchie Bum» and was fought upon 
the 18th June, 1488. 

Thus died King James the Third» an 
unwise and unwarlike Prince; although, 
setting adde the murder of bis brother the 
Earl of Mar, bis cbaracter is ratber ihat of 
a weak and avaricions man, than of a erael 
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and criminiil king« His tast« for tUe fiüe 
lurts would have been becomis^ in a>priTate 
person, though it was carried to a pitch 
whieh interfered with bis duties as a soyo«- 
reign« He feil, like mosit of bis family, i« 
tbe flower of bis age, being only tbiiiy-six 
yeara old. 
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CHAP. XL 

1. • - I 

JReign qf James 1 K — Naval Eaphits of Sir An- 
drew Wood — Trud of Lord Lindsay of ihe 
JByres — Invasion qf England in lehaif of 
Perkin Warheck-*-Treaty ivith England, and 
Marriage of James with Margaret, Daughtet 
of Henry VIL 

The fate of James III. was not known 
fbr soine time« He had been a patron of 
iiiaVal affdirs; and on the great revolt in 
wliicli Iie perished) a brave sea officer, Sir 
Andrew Wood of Largo» was lying witb a 
small squadron in tbe Frith of Forth» not 
lar distant from the coast wbere the battle 
Was fought* He had sent ashore his boat% 
«md brought off several woanded men of 
ihe King's party, amongst whom it wai 
mpposed taiight be the King himself* ^ 

Anxiooft to lueertaiii this importnat point, 
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the Lords sent to Sir Andrew Wood io 
come on shore, and appear before their 
Council. Wood agreed, on condition that 
two noblemen 4)f diatinctiont Lords Setön 
and Flenung, should go on Wrd bis sbips, 
and remain there as bostages for bis safe 
retam. 

, Tbe brave Seaman presented bimself 6e« 
fdre tbe Council and tbe young King, in |be 
town of Leitb. As soon as tbe Prinee sslw 
Sir Andrew, wbo was a goo4lT person. fuid 
ricUy dressed, he went towards lum, and- 
mid, *^Sir, are yoii mjr fetiieir?" 

^< I am not your father/' aoswered Woodi 
the teaif faUing from bis ey«f ; *^ 1^ { 
was jrouf fatber's mrmjkt whUß ht ETod» 
moä As^l be aota l^Mrfol aiitbority ^n^ßl U^ 

Tbe Lords thea askcd yrhnk num th^ 
IVISPD wbo had ßcm$» out «f Jiia shifid, moH 
ngaisk leftuniBd to Ibam 01I1 ib« day of tim 
iwttleof fiaoebie.. i 

'' li ww I and my bvotber«" jwd ^ 
Axtdfenr, tm^fornäadiff ** wlm wem imiioxm 



^ hsf« bestovred oiilr Utcb k th^ Kiog^ 
defence/' 

They ihen directly denumded of him» whe« 
tfaer ihe King was oa board bi9 sbips ? Ta 
which Sir Andrew replied« witb the nam^, 
firmness, *^ He i« not oni>o^d my yes^iilB. 
I wish he had been there, as I shonid ba^ft 
token care to have kept bim safe fr<w th^ 
traitors who have murdered bim» and wbom 
I trust to 800 banged and drawn fox tbeir 
40iB«rits." 

; These w«re bitter an«Wi^8 ; but tbe Lord« 
were obliged to endure tbemi without att 
icmpting any reyenge, for fmK tb« ^eamea 
had retaliatod upon H^ning and SetPQ« 3«t 
wfaen the gallaat Commander bad retorn^ 
tu board bis sbip^ thay 9fmt for tbß biBst oft«! 
^rs ia tbe town of Leitb» and offer^d tbmn a 
nwand if they would attaick Sir Andrew 
Wood and bis two dups, «ad make biii^ 
prisoner, to answer for hifi insolent condniO^ 
t0 tbe Council. Bat Captaim Barton, pne of 
tbe best muinfsiai in I^th» rapUed tp ihf 
pfoposal by informingt^ coi»u?il| litmt 
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thoQgh Sir Andrew had bot two veaaü»^ 
yejL they were so well fumished with artil« 
lery, and he himself was so brave and skil- 
fal, that no two ships in Scotland would be 
a match for him* 

James IV. afterwards received Sir An«* 
drew Wood into high favour; and he de* 
served it by bis exploits. In 1490, a squa^ 
dron of five English vessels eame into the 
Forth, and plundered some Scottish mer* 
chant-ships. Sir Andrew saiied against 
tbem with bis two ships, the Flower, and 
the Yellow Carvel, toek the &ye English 
Vessels, and, making their crews and con»- 
inanders prisoners, presented them to the 
King at Leith. Henry VIL of England was 
so mach ineensed at bis defeat, that he seal 
H Btout sea-captain, called Stephen Bull, 
with three streng ships, eqtdipped on pur« 
{K>8e, to take Sir Andrew Wood. They met 
bim near the mouth of the Frith, and fonght 
with the utmost courage on both sides, at« 
tending so much to the battle, and so littlo 
lo anything eise» that they let their ship« 
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fdrifl'witli the tide ; so that tHe acüon, which 
begaxk off Saint Abb's Head» ended ia the 
JPrith of Tay. At l^ngth Stephen Bull and 
Jii8 three ships were'takien. Sir Andrew 
again presented the prisoners to the King*» 
•who sent them back to England, with a 
inessage fo Henry YII., that he had as 
manly men in Scotland, as there were in 
'England) and therefbre he desired he would 
isend no more captains on such errands». 

To return to the Lords who had gained 
the victory at Sauchie. Tfaey took a resor 
IntioR» which appears an act of daring ef- 
*frontery. They'resolved to try some of the 
principal persons who häd assisted King 
James III. in the late civil commotion, bb 
if in so doing they had committed, treasotk 
against James lY«, although the last was 
inoty and conld not be hing, tili after his fa- 
ther'sdekth. They determinedtobegin with 
Lord David Lindsay of the Byres^ a maii 
well acquainted with military matters^ but 
otherwise bluait and Ignorant; so they 
thonght it would be no difficult matter to 
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geHrfm to «ubii^ MBuelf to Um Eing^u 
likasnre, wheii tiiey proposed to takea ßwb 
in moBey from him, or perhaps conaBcate 
»ome part ci his lands« This they liiouf Ist 
^Woold encaarage oihers to siibiiiit in like 
•nanneir; and thns tlie conspiratoiB propa- 
tMd to enrich themselYeSi and to impoTwiflii 
tbose who had been tbeir enemies. 

It was on the lOth May, 1489, tibatljoifl 
David Lindiay was ealled npon befixre Um 
Parliament, then sittiDg at Edinburgh» to 
defend bimself l^;ainst a chltfge of treasoit, 
wiiich gtated, << tbat he had come in amii 
to Sanehie with the Kingfs father agaaiuit 
the King himeel^ andfaad giren the King'a 
iktfaer a sword and good horae, oounaellii^ 
Jnm to devour ibe King^s Grade here prö- 
oMnt/' 

Xibrd Lindaay knew nothing abont Ihe 
foim of la\r4ifiGur% bat hearing himself re- 
peatodly caUed npon to answer to thisaeeii?- 
aation, he started np, and tcdd the noUas 
*of the Parliament they wen all viUains and 
trmtoffB themselyesi and that he would proro 
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tbeAi to 1)6 6ilch with bis swdrd. ThiB late 
King, be said, had been cmelly murdered 
by -yilluns, wbo bad brougbt tbe Prince 
^tb tbem to be a pretext and colour for 
iheir enterpiise. <^And," said th» stoot 
old lord, addresnng bimself personally to 
tbe King, wbo was present in Parliament^ 
^•if your Grace's father were still living, I 
would figbt for bim to tbe deatb, and stand 
in no awe of tbese false lurdans (that i% 
yiUains.) Or, if your Grace b^d a son wbo 
«bönid come in arms against you, I would 
take your part against bis abettors^ and 
£gbt in your cause against tbem, tbree men 
'l^;ain8t six. Trust me, tbat tbougb tbcy 
cause your Grace to believe ill of me, I will 
prove in tbe end more faitbful tban any of 
l^em." 

The Lord Cbancellor, wbo feit tbe force 
of tbese words, tried to turn off their effect» 
by saying to tbe King, tbat Lord Lindsay 
was an old-fesbioned man, ignorant of le« 
gal forms, and not able to speak reverently 
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in bis Orakl'ir pres^nce. ^^ Bat»" «äM U^ 
''* he will submit bimsdlf to yonr Graecfis 
pleasnre^ and yon tniist noi be serv^e wHh 
hini ;" anci» tarbing to tiie Lotd Dätid, be 
(Said, ^ tt k best for yöu to snbitii^ to ülb 
King's will, and bis Graee will be good t» 
you." ^ 

New you mnät know, tb'at tber Lord Di^ 
Vid bad a bfotber nathMl Patriek Lindsayi 
4rho wsifls as good a lawyer as liord Lindsay 
'WaK a Boldier. Tbe two brotbers bad beeü 
long upon bad terms; bnt wben tM« Bfr 
't^atrick saw tbe Ohancellor's dfift, be trodfe 
upon bis eider brotber's foot, to i0ake biak 
nnderstand tbat be ougbt not to follow th« 
advice given bim, nor conie intö tbe Khig^ 
will, wbicb would be in fket ^onfaärin^ 
bimself guilty. Tbe Lord David, böwerret^ 
did not understand tbe bint. On tbe öbn- 
4rary, as be ebanced to bave a sore toe, tbe 
tread ül bis br otber's foot was fsatifvA t4 
bim, so tbat be looked fiercely at hiili, äüA 
Said, "Tbou art too pert, tbOn loon, to 
stamp upon my foot— if it were out of tbe 
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Kfag V jM^sflttiee, I WoaU sinke Um npcm 

Btit Mr l^atfick, without regardlng Im 
-turotbet'fi emmtee» taigeti feil oa Iiici knees 
iMifbre Ae MMAbled noblem and besougl^i 
tiiät ke miglit harve leave to pleod fbr bis 
^bfotket) <^fbr/' said he, << I see iio mm of 
IftW will üBidertake bis cause tat fear of dii^ 
pleosbig ihe Kiag^s Grade; and tbou^ 
mj leird tny brotfaer aod I bave not bees 
friends for many yearS) yet my beart wiH . 
*iHit ntdht wtke to see tbe native bouse frorä 
wbicb I am descended perisb £»r want of 
^assMiuee/' 

" Tke King baving granted Bb Patrick 
Lindsay liberty of speeib in bis bröther^ib 
bebolf^ be b^än by objeciing to tbe Kin'g's 
^tting in jndgment in a ease, in wbicb hh 
was bimself a {Nurty, and bad been an aetor; 
>* Wberefor^" seid Mr Patrick, <^ we objed 
to bis presence to try tbis cause, in wbicb^ 
being a party, be ougbt n6t to be a judge; 
Therefore we reqmre bis Majesty, in God'd 
name, to rise and leave tbe Court, tili tbe 
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question be considered atid deeided.'^ The 
Lord Chancellor and the Lords, having eoti^ 
Tersed together, föund that tbis request was 
reasonable* So the young King was oUi- 
ged to retireinto an inner apartment, which 
he resented as a species of public affront» f 
. Mr Patrick next endearoored to procura 
•ftvour, by entreating the Lord% who Treue 
abont to bear the cause, to judge it witb 
impiartiality, and as they would wish to be 
dealt with tbemselves, were they in misforw 
tune, and some party adverse to them poGih 
eessed of power. 

<* Proceed and answer to the äccusatiön»? 
Said the Chancellor. ** You shall haye jus* 
tice at <mr hands*'' 

Then Mr Patrick brought forward a de- 
fence in point of legal form, stating that 
the summons required that the Lord Lind* 
say fihould appear forty days after citation^ 
whiereas the forty days were now expired { 
so that he could not be legally compelled 
to answer to die accusation until sununcm-- 
ed anew. 
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Tfiis also wad fonnd good law ; andl I^rd 
QStovid lindsfly^ and tiie oiUer panmts aeete* 
«Md, were ^missed Ibr tke time^ nor woi» 
•any prooeedingsayer reBomed i^ainst theiiB. 

Lord Davide who had listened to tha da^ 
fenioes wiihout nndcratancybag their mäa» 
jskgf waa so deUghted iHtk tha luiazpeelad 
^'onseqiMiieas of hiß farotber'B dequeno«^ 
Aat he htohM oat into: tha fbtto\?iiig raptn»- 
-Mns aaknowledgmant of gratitada :-^^< Ye^ 
>rily^ broih^r^ that ybn haTa fino piet words 
(ihat is, magpie words.) I could not hava 
beliavedy by Saint Mary, Üiat y^ faad liuch 
isrard«. Ya shall haya Üia Maina of Kirk^ 
fodiar for yonr day't t?age.^ > 

TLe Enig, on hia side^ threatttiid Bfr 
Patrick with a reward of a different loBii, 
aaying, '^he would setliim wliare be sbould 

BOt See bis feet for twelve numtbs/' Ad- 

« 

; eordingly) he was as good aä his wor d, send- 
ing ihe sueoassf ol advocate to be prisc»^ 
in tha dungaon of tbe Castla of Rothsajf» 
in tha ialaiid öf Bata, whare ,be lay for a 
.wholeyear. 
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If i» cuHous to find that the King's äu- 
Aority was so limited in one respect, and 
80 arbitrary in another* For it a{^>ean^ 
that lie was obliged tb comply with Pa- 
trick Lindsay's remonstrancey'andleaTe tbe 
fleat of fegal juistic^ when bis Jurisdiction 
was declined as tbat of a partial jadge; 
wbilst, on tbe otber band, be bad tbe rigbt» 
or at least tbe power, to inflict npon tbe ob*> 
jectinff party a lon^ and rien)rons imprison«- 
Ln«, f^X^har Jng hi, dnty uJL his 
Client. ) 

James IV* was not long npon tbie tbrono 
^re bis own reflections, and tbe remonstran«- 
ces of some of tbe clergy, made bim Ben8i<- 
ble, tbat bis accompanying the rcbel Lords 
against his fatber in tbe field of Sancbie was 
a very sinful actioii. He did not considi»: 
bis own youth, nor tbe enticements of die 
Lords, wbo bad obtained possession of bis 
person, as any sufficient excuse for baTing 
been, in some degree, accessaty to bis far- 
ther's deatb, by appearing in arms against 
bim» He deeply repented tbe crime, apd» 
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dücdordibg to the doctiines of thö Boauuii 

Catholic religion, endeavoured to atone for it 
bjr yarious acta of penance« Amongst oiher 
tokens of repentance, he caused to be made 
an iron belt, or girdle, whicb he wore con« 
fltantly under bis clothes ; and every year of 
bis life be added another link of an ounce 
or two to the weight of it, as if he desired 
that bis penance sfaould not be relaxed, but 
rather should increase during all the dayft 
of bis life« 

< It was perhaps in consequence of these 
feelings of remorse, that the King not only 
forgave that part of the nobility which bad 
appeared on bis father's side, and abstained 
firom all fortber persecution against Lord 
Lindsay and others, but did all in bis power 
to conciliate thdr affections, witboüt losing 
those pf the other party. The wealtb of 
bis father enabled bim to be liberal to the 
nobles on both sides, and at the same time 
to mamtain a moro splendid appeanmce ia 
bis Court and royal state than had been prac* 
tised by any of bis predecessors« Qe was 
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UdhmB ea^dk Ib all feste df exexsim moAi 
imh ^^^ eneowtaged Ute vae öf Üx^m, aod 
die practice of tilts and toornaBidBU in hui 
presence) wherein he often took pari Um«-? 
seif. It was hU freqoent castom to mk» 
^oclain^ticm througli bis kingdoni} that all 
loräs aad gentlemen who might deaire to 
trin'honour, should come to Edinburgh» or 
Ifoirling', and exercise thamselves wiUi tilib 
kig with the Jfuiee, fighting with the batileK 
axC) the turo-handed sword, shooting \idth thi^ 
hmg bow, or any other warlike contention, 
]^ who did best in these emsounters bad 
bis adversary^s weapon delivered up to him ; 
ixtä die best iilter with the Bf&u reeei^ed: 
from the Kjng a lanee with a head of |^iw 
goM. - 

tbe fiune of tibese wailike aports^^et 
iports tbey were aceotuited, tbougb they 
^ften craded in sad and bloody earo^fitrm 
bronght knigfats from other parte of Eaiaj^ 
to contend with thoee pf Scotland ; bat, aajpt 
the faistorian» with landable partiality) therA 
were oone of them irco^t unmatehedi and 
few that were not overthrown. 
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We may mention as an example, the com- 
Imt in fhe lists betwixt a celebrated German 
knight, who came to Scotland in search of 
Champions unth whom to match himself in 
rangle fight, and whose challenge was ac- 
cepted by ^ii* Patrick Hamilton, a brotber of 
the Earl of Arran, and near kinsman to the 
King*. Thej met gallantly with their lances 
at fall gallop, and broke their spears with- 
ont doing each other further injury. When 
they were fumished with fresh lances, they 
took a second course ; bat the Scottish 
Knight's horse being indifferently trained, 
swerved firom the course, and coald by no 
endeaVonrs of the rider be brought to en- 
coimter bis adversary. Then Sir Patrick 
Sprung from bis saddle, and called to the 
German knight to do the same, saying, ''A 
horse was a weak Warrant to trast to when 
.men had most to do/' Then the Grerman 
dismounted, and fought stoutly with Sir 
Patrick for the best part of an hpur. At 
length Hamilton, by a blow of bis ftword, 
brooght the fo|*mgner on bis k^ees, where- 
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apQB ihe Sog threw fait Ifa;^ u^ th» Uüs, 
as a «gn thal ihe combat sbould ernte* BiMI 
the himour of the day remained with Stf 
Patrick Hamilton. 

Besides being fond of martiai exereigea» 
James encouraged the arte, aod proeeeated 
scieiiee» as it waa then usderstood«. He 
studied medieine and eurgery:» and appeaiEp 
to have been eomething of a chemlst. / 

An experiment made under hie direetiont 
ehows at least the iatereet which Janee 
took in sciencey althongh he used a whijamr 
eal mode of gratifying bis cniio8it]r« Bräig 
desirons to know which was the primitiT« 
or (^ginal hinguage, he cauaed a deaf tmi 
dnmb woman to be tranapocted to the aoü^ 
tary igland o£ Inchkeith» with two uRfimt 
children, devising thua to diacover whot 
laQguage they wpuld talk when they eane 
to the age of epeech. A Scottigk hiatonan» 
who teUa the story, adds, with greal aiab- 
pücity, <* Some say they spoke good Ha- 
brew; fMfmypart Iknownet^bntfromre- 
pcart.'' It ia mone likely tb«y wmdd aaseain 
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itke Adk ittoih niirse, or bleat lilte Üie goats 
)ftiid riieep on Übe idand« 

The fsame liistorian giTes a very pleafii|ig 
pictnre of James IV. 

' Tliere was graat love, he said, betwixt 
llie irabjects a&d their iSovereigO) for the 
-Si^ was free frem the viee jof ayarice, 
which was his father^s failmg. Neither 
woald he endnre fiatterers^ dowards, or sy- 
^oi^hants about hk person» but mied hy the 
«euasel of the inost eminent nobles, and 
thtts won the hearis of all m^i. He offcen 
^weat disgnised amongst the common people, 
und asked ihem qneslions about the King 
^and bis measores, and thns learned the 
Mopkaon whieh was entertained of him bj 
iiis subjects. 

He was also aetive in discbar^e of bis 
'foyal dnties. His anthority, as it was greater 
than that of any king who had reigned since 
the time of James' L» was employed for the 
lidmuiistration of justiee, and the protection 
of every rank of bis snbjects, so that he was 
ret«reneed as well as bdoved by all classes 
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of his people. Scotland obtainedj under hia 
administration, a greater Bhare of prosperity 
than she had yet enjoyed. She possessed 
some sbare of foreign trade, and the success 
of Sir Andrew Wood, together with thß 
King's exertions in building yesgels, made 
the country be respected, as having a con- 
siderable naval poWer. 

These advantages were ^eatly increaaed 
by the unusually long continuance of the 
peace, or rather the truce, with England* 
Henry YII, had succeeded to the crown of 
that kingdom, after a dreadful series of civU 
strife ; and being himself a wise and saga« 
ciouB monarch, he was desirous to repair, by 
a long interval of repose and quiet, the great 
damage which the country had sustained by 
the wars of York and Lancaster, He was 
the mpre disposed to peace with Scotlandy 
that his own title to the throne of England 
.was keenly disputed, and exposed him more 
than once to the risk of invasion and insur- 
reetion. 

_ « 

,On the most memorable of these occa- 
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f&cfüBj SiMdand wai Ibr a short tlme engagtd 
in the quarrel* A certain personage, caUing 
^mself the fieoond son of Edward lY., sup- 
posed to naye been inardered in the Towor 
of London, laid claim to the crown whioh 
Senry VII. wore. On the part of Hemy, 
this pretended Prince was said to be a low* 
%om^ Fleming, named Perkin Warbeek, 
trmned up hj the Duchess of Borgnndy t» 
play ifae part which he now assumed. Bat it 
1b not, perhaps, even yet certain, whether he 
was the real person he called himself, or an 
impofitor. In 1496, he came to Scotland at 
(he head of a gallant train of foreigners, and 
accompanied by abont fifteen hundred men, 
and made the greatest offen to Jamea IV.^ 
providing he would assist him in bis claims 
iagainst England. James does not appear to 
have doubted the adrentnrer's pretensions 
to the character whioh he assumed ; he re* 
ceived him with favöur and distinction^ 
iconferred on him the band of Lady Cathar 
rine Crordon, daugfater of the Earl of Hunt« 
1y, the most beautüdl woman in Sootland^ 

tS 
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aad disposed himself to lend him astUtance 
to asoend the English throne. 

The Scottiflh King with this view entered 
•Nortbiimberlandy and in^ted.the people of 
tfaat warlike coonty to join the ranks of the 
Buiqposed Prince« But the Northumbrians 
paid no attention to this inyitationy and 
when the adventurer hesought. James to 
•epare the cönntry, the Scottbh monarch an- 
fiwered with a sneer, that it was very. k^id 
of him to interfer e in behalf of a people wbo 
did not seem at all disposed to acknowled^ 
Mm. The English in 1497 revenged tlüfli 
inroad by an Invasion of Berwickshire» ;ia 
whieh they took a small Castle, oalled Ayton. 
No other mischief was done on either side^ 
for James gave up the cause of Perkin War- 
beck, satisfied either that he had no right .to 
the throne, or that he had not a hold on the 
affections of aay considerable party sufficient 
to make snch a right good. The adventu- 
rer» abaadoned by James, made afterwards 
an atteiupt to invade England fr<Hn Com- 
wall, and, beingmade prisoner, was.execur 
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ted at Tyimm« His wife, who had jGuth«- 
fiilly littended him tfarough all his misfor- 
•tanes, feil into the hands.of .Henry YIL» 
who as&igBed her a pensioo» and recomr 
•mended her to the protection of his Queen* 
She.was commonly called» from her graoe 
and beauty» the White Rose of Scotland» . 
l After this short war had been made. up 
by a truce of seven yeors, Henry's wisdom 
was employed in Converting that trnce into 
a Stahle and lasting peaccj which might» for 
« length^of time at least, unite two nations» 
•whose mutual interest. it was to remain 
iriends» although unhappy drcnmstances 
had so long made them enemies. The ground« 
of the inveterate hostility between Englaiid 
and Scotland had been that unhappy daim 
of supremacy set up by Edward L» and perr 
«evered in by all his successors. This was 
a r^ht which England would not abandoiif 
and to which the Scots, by so many instaor 
ces of determined resistance) ' had shown 
they would never.submit* For moreihan 
a hundred years there had been no regulär 
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-tiiniiy of peaee belnpdxt Engknij^ and Soof- 
-liiiid, »cept foT tlie few years which sub- 
fceeded the treaty of Northamptoii. DmiDg 
Ulis long period, the kindred natiotis had 
beeti ^ther engaged in the most inreteratiB 
WBMj or Tepoaing theinselves under the pro^ 
tection Uff ehort and donbtful trücefi. 

The wifidom of Henry VII. end^vonred 
4d find a remedy for such great evils, hy 
'ttying what the effects of gentle and friend- 
ly^inÜoence would avail, where theextre^ 
'fiiity of förce had been employed witibout 
#fle0t. The King bf England agreed to give 
Itifi danghter Margaret, a beantiful and ac^ 
eomplifihed pHncess, to James IV« in mar* 
f4f^ge. He effered to endow her witK an 
lUnpte fortnne^ and on that aüiance was ü^ 
be fonnded a elose league of friendship he* 
tWi^en England and Scötland» the Kings 
obliging themselres to assist each other 
against all the rest of the world. Unfortu- 
iiately fbr both countries, bnt particnlarly 
so for SeeÜand, this pea6e, desighed to be 
perpetnal, did not last above ten years. Yel 
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the good policy of Henry VIL bore fruit 
after a hundred years had passed away ; and 
in consequence of the marriage of James lY. 
and the Princess Margaret, an end was put. 
to all future national wars, by their great- 
grandson, James YI. of Scotland and I. of 
England, becoming King of the whole island 
of Great Britain« 

The claim of snpremacy, assertedby Eng- 
land, is not mentioned in this treaty, which 
was signed 4th Jannary, 1502; but as.,the 
monarcbs treated with eaeh other on equal 
terms, that claim, which had csost such 
■oceans of Scottish.and Epglish blood, must 
be considered as having been then virtually 
abandoned. 

This important marriage was celebrated 
with great pomp. The Earl of Surrey, a gal- 
lant English nobleman, had the charge.to 
conduct the Princess Margaret to her new 
kingdom of Scotland. The King came to 
meet her at Newbattle Abbey, within.six 
miles of Edinburgh. He was gallantly 
. dressed in a jacket of . crimson. velyet, bor- 
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dtfred wiäi cloth et gold, büA hkA han^ng 
at hig bück hu Iure, as it ts cftlled, an im^ 
•pleme&t which is nsed in hawking. He was 
4itftiBgoished by bis strengtk and i^iility, 
ieaping on bis borse wÜhoat pntting bis toe 
in tbe stirnip, and always ridfaig fnll gallop^ 
tiälow wbo could. When be waa about te 
enter Edinburgb witb bis new bride, hb 
^mbed ber to ride bebind bim, and made a 
jgpentleman mount to see wbetber bis horse 
wonld earry double. Bnt as bis spirited 
ebai^er' was not broken for tbat porpose^ 
tbe King got up before bis bride en ker 
palfrey, wbieb was qaieter, and so tbey Mde 
tbroogb tbe town of Edinburgh in prooes- 
sion, in tbe same manner yon may now see 
a good farmer and bis wife riding to cfaurcb. 
Tbere were sbows prepared to reeeive them, 
idl in tbe romantic taste of Hie age. TkoB 
tbey found in tbeir way a tent pitebed, out 
of wbicb came a knigbt armed at all p<»nt6» 
witb a lady bearing bis bugle-bora« Sadi- 
denly anotber knigbt came up^ and to<dc 
away tbe lady. Tben ibe first knight fol- 
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.Tbfgr drew ^words aco^^rdingly» and foi^t 
li^fore ihe King and Queen for their anrate^ 
jaent, tili the one Struck the sword out of 
UM) oiher'e baodsi and then the King eom*- 
jWHided the hatUe to eease. In this repre- 
fMntation all was sport except the blowB,and 
.tfaese «ere serions enough. Many other mi^ 
lUarjr spectacles were exhibited» tUts and 
ttmmmm^ in paxtieular. James, calüng 
bimself The Savage Knight, «qppeared in a 
wild dress, accompanied by the fierce chiefs 
from the Borders and Highlands, who 
fooght with each other tili several were 
wonnded and slain in these ferocious enter- 
tainments. It is said the King was not very 
sorry to see bimself thus rid of these tur- 
l^ulent leadersy whose feuds and depreda- 
tions eontributed so often to the public dis- 
turbance. 

The Sports on occasion of the Queen's 
marriage, and indeed the whole festivities 
of Sang James's reign, and the style of li- 
Ting at bis court, showed that the Scots, in 
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bis üme, were a wealthier and a more ele- 
gant people than they had formerly been. 
James IV, was renowned, as we have 
seen^ among toreiga nations, for the splen- 
dour of bis court,. and for the honourable 
reeeption which be gave to strangers wbo 
Tisited bis kingdom. And we sball see in 
tbe nezt cbapter, tbat bis leisnre was not 
entirely bestowed pn sport and pastimc», bat 
tbat be also made wise laws for the benefit 
of tbe Idngdom« 
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[ 889 ] 



CHAP.XII. 

t 

Improvemeni on Scottish Lavos — Disputes bi- 
tween England and Scodand — Invasion qf 
England— Batüe qf Flodden, and JDeaJth tf 
James IV. 

DuRiHG the season of tranquillityXrhicli 
followed the marriage of James and Mar- 
garet, we find that the King, with his Par- 
liament, enacted many good laws for the 
fanprovement of the country. The High- 
bmds aiid Islands were particidarly attend- 
ed to, becanse, as one of the acts of l^lia- 
ment expressed it, they had become almoat 
savagefor want of josticesand sheri£Bk 
Magistrates were therefore appointed, and 
laws made for thegovemment of those wild 
and nnruly people. 

Aaothermost importantactof ParUament 

VOL. II. u 
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penmtted the King, and his nobles and ba- 
n>n% to let their land, not only for military 
«ervioe^ bat for a payment in money or in 
grain ; a regulation which teiided to intro- 
dace quiet peaceful farmers into lands oe- 
cnpied, but left uncultivated, by tenants of 
a military character« Regulations also tooC 
place for attendance oaParliament, and tlie 
representation of the different Orders of so- 
dety in that assembly« Tbe possessors of 
ladds were likewise caUed on to plant wood, 
and make inolosures, fish*pond^ nA other 
improvements« 

All Ihese r^;ulati<»is sbow, ihat the King 
entertained a sinoere wish to benefit bis 
sobjeefts» and entertained liberal views 4^f 
thamodeof aecompUshingthatobjeet« B|i4 
Ibo unforlumte oountry of ScotUnd w«u| 
dtsliMd noYor to rematn any long time w 
a alatis of peace or improyement ; and ao-* 
oordingly» towards the end of Jaimes's r^igoi 
events oocurred which brought on a deteak 
•tiU more calamHoisi tfaaii any whioh lihe 
kingdom had yet reeeived. 
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WbUe Hemy VII^ Ike fkifaer^ln-faiw of 
James, continued to live» bis wisdiim maiim 
faiin Terjr attentive to preserve the peace 
whiok had been estaUkhed betwhct the twe 
«ouHlaries. His ehaxacter was, iadeed, far 
-from being tlutt of a generotn priiioe^ bot he 
'ivtBs a Migadoiis politiciaii) and grantedyfrett 
an enlightenedview of hisown intereet, what 
pethaps he would otherwise have been 31i*- 
beral enough to refuse. On ihi« pmciple, 
he made some allowance for the irrita« 
Me pride of bis son-in-law and hie subjects^ 
who were as prond as they were poor^ and 
lliade it hie study to remove all the petty 
eauees of 4iiiarrel whidi arose from time to 
«iitte. Bat wben this wise and «autiem 
monaifeh died, he iras'Siicceeded by his sen^ 
Hen]*y VUL, a prinee of a bold, haiiglKty> 
and fiirions disposition, impatient of eontrel 
or oontara^etion, and ratber desiroos of war 
than wiUing to make any concessictis for 
Hie sak^ of peaoe. James IV. and he re« 
eeasbled eaeh ^ther^ petkaps, too neariy in 
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t^mpor, to admit of their oontinoing inti- 
BiaAe firiends. 

Tke >mliUa7di.poritioiiof Henry ehieflj 
dkeeted htm toanenterpiise agunstFranee; 
and the King of France, on his part, desired 
moeh to renew the old aUiance with Sool^ 
laady in oider that the apprehension oS.aa 
invas^on from ihe Scottish fi^ontiens, might 
indnee Henry to abandon his schemei of 
attacking France. Heknew, that thesplen* 
donr in which Eang James liTcd had ex- 
hansted the treasnres which his fatherhad 
left behind him, and he conduded that the 
readieet way to make him his firiend, was to 
snpply him with sums of money, which he 
could not otherwise haveraised« Oold was 
also freely distributed amongst ihe Council* 
lors and fayourites of the Scottish King, 
This Uberality showed to great advantage^ 
when con^red with the very opposite con- 
duct of the SLing of Eugland, who delayed 
eyen to pay a legacy, which had been left by 
Henry his fistther to his sister the Queens of 
Scotland. 
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'' Otber cilreonfilamee« of » differettt Ittnd 
tended to create disagr^niMte bet^^Mi 
'England and Scotland. James iiad been 
^tttremely deshrons to inctease tbe fitrcugth 
of Mb kingdom by sea, and ita commerce; 
'and ScoÜand presenting a gfeat extetit of 
^ea-coast, and nnmeron» liarbotirfi, had at 
'^iMs lime a conisiderable trade. Tbe rojnid 
'navy, besides one Tessel called tbe Oreat 
lAichael, Bupposed to be tbe Inrgeet im tbe 
Vorld, and wbicb, afet an old atttbor Mys^ 
^ cnmbered all Scotland to get ber fitted<oitt 
for Bea,** connsted, it k fMid) of eSxteen sbipe ' 
bf war. The King paid particnlar atten- 
tion to naval afiairs, and seemed never more 
bappy tban Wben intpeeting and exercising 
bis little navy. 

' It cbanced tbat one John Barton, a 8eot- 
tish mariner, had been captured by tiie Poi^ 
tugnese, as fieir back as tbe year 1476« As 
ibe King of Portugal refnsed to make aiky 
amends, James granted tbe fiunily of Bii^ 
tön letters of reprisals, tbat is, a Warrant 
empowering them to take all Portnguese 

ü2 



SM DISPUTES B£TW££lf 

irmmiM which.should come i& their way^ 
imtil iheir loss was made up. Thera weise 
tthree brothers»all daring mmxj but especially 
ithe eldest., whose name was Andrew Bartoii« 
*He had two strong ships, the larger called 
the LioB, the lesser the Jenny Pirwen, with 
whicli it wpnld appear he cruised in the 
British Channel» stopping not only Partar 
goese TesselS) but also English ships bound 
&K PortugaL Ck>mplaint8 being made to 
King Henry, he fitted out two vessels, whidbi 
we£e filled with chosen men, and plaeed 
under the conunand of Lord Thomas How* 
ajrd>and Sir Edward Howard, both sons ta 
the Earl of Surrey* Theyfound Barton and 
hier vessels cruising in the Downs, being 
gttided to the place by the captainof a mer-^ 
cfaajit vessel, whom Barton had plondored 
on die preceding day. 
t On approaching the enemy, the nobb 
brothers showed no ensign of war, but put 
up a willow wand on their masts, as being 
the emblem of a trading vessel. But when 
the Scotsmanattempted to make them bring 
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•to, the Eügilish threw out their flags and 

pennoiiSj and fired a brcMidside of their <»d- 

näiice/ Bairton then knew that he was eo- 

gaged with the King of England's shipa of 

war. Far from being dismayed at this» he 

-engaged boldly, and, distinguished by Ins 

'rieh dress and bright lormour, appeared on 

deck with a whistle of gold about his neck» 

iliaspeiided by a ehain of the same preoious 

*metfd, and encouraged bis' men to figfat ybt 

liantly. 

• The fight was yery obstinate. If we mtkj 
believe a balkd of the üme, B^rton's sMp 
.was fornished with a peculiar contriTaiice, 
iMispending large weights, or beams, from 
his yard-arms, to be dropped down npon 
the enemy when they should come along- 
side. To make use of this contriyanoe, it 
was necessary that a person should asoend 
the mainmast, or, in navallanguage, go 
aloft. As the English apprehended muck 
misehief from the consequences of this mar 
noßuvre, Howard had stationed a Yorkshire 
Sendemani named Hastler, the best vxebw 
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in tbe «Up, with strict injanctioilk to shoot 
everjr one who skonld attempt to go aloft to 
tet fall the beams of Barton^B resseh Two 
nea were snccesdiyeljr killed in the attempt» 
and Andrew Barton himself, confidinig^ hi 
tlie fttröng armour which he wore, began to 
a^oend the mast« Lord Thomas Howard 
^led out to the areher to shoot tme, oH 
peril of fais life. « Were I to die fbr it,'^ 
Said Hosller, << I have but two arroWs left/' 
The first which he sh^t bounded from Bar- 
ton*s armour without hnrting him ; bnt as 
the Scottish mariner raised his arm to climb 
higher, the areher took aim where the aiS 
mour afFordedhim no protection, and wound^ 
ed him mortally throagh the arm-pit* 

Barton descended from the mast. <<Flght 
on," he Said, ^ my brave hearts ; I am a liit*- 
Üe wounded, but not sMn. I will but rest 
a while, ftnd then rise and fight again^ 
meaütime, stand fast by Saint Andrew'd 
Gross," meaning the Scottish flag, or en^ 
sign. He encouraged his men with hiS 
nHitstle, white 'the breaih of life remained; 
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At length the whistle was heardno longer, 
and the Howards, boarding the Scottish ves- 
sel, found that her daring captain was dead. 
They carried the Lion into the Thames, and ' 
it is remarkable that Bdirton's ship became 
the second man-of-war in the English navy. 
When the Kings wanted to eqaip a fleet^ 
they hired or pressed into their Service mer- 
chant vessels, and pot soldiers on board of 
ihem. The ship called the Great Henry was 
the first built especially for war, by the 
King, as bis own property, — this captured 
vessel was the second. 

James IV. was highly incensed at this 
insult, as he termed it, on the flag of Scot- 
land, and sent a herald to demand satisfac- 
tion. The King of England justified bis 
condact on the ground of Barton's being a 
pirate,— -a charge which James could not 
justly deny ; bat he remained not the less 
beated and incensed against bis brother-in- 
law. Another misfortnne aggravated his re- 
sentment, though the subject of misonder- 
Albanding was of ancient date. 
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> Whilö Henry Y IL was yet ftttve^ 1^ He- 
bert Ker of FairniehirBt, chief of onie branch 
of the clfln of Ker, an officer of James's 
hoosehöld, and a favourite of that monarcb» 
faeld the office of Warden on the Middle 
Marches of Scotland* In exercising this of- 
fice with rather unusual strictoess, he had 
givien ofFence to some of the more turbulent 
^nglish Borderers, who resolved to assasfli-« 
nate him» Three of these, namely Heron» 
ealled the Bastard» becauise a natural bro- 
iher of Heron of Ford, with Starhed and 
Lilburn, surrounded the Scottish Warden^ 
at a meeting üpon a day of truce, and kill- 
ed him with their lances« 

Henry VII. with the pacifie policy which 
inarked his proceedings towards ScotlaBd» 
agreed to surrender the guilty persons« Lit« 
burn was given up to King James, and died 
in captivity; Starhed escäped for a time> 
by flying into the interior parts of Eng- 
land; the Bastard Heron caused it to be 
tamoured that he was dead of the plague» 
and made himself be transported in a eof* 
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fin^ 80 iluit lie passed uBfliupe^ted tiäroogh 
the party sent tp arrest him, and sjkulked oni 
ihe. Borders, waiting for a quarrel between. 
tiie kingdoms, whidi might make it safe for 
Kilo to show himself, Heary VII., aDxioua * 
to satisfy James, arrested bis legitimate' 
l^rotlier, aüd Heron of Ford was delivered« 
up instead of the Bastard. Bat wheQ Henry 
VIIL and James were about to disagree, 
both the Bastard Heron and Starhedbegan 
to sbow themselves more pubUcIy. Starhed 
was soon disposed of, for Sir Andrew, eom- 
monly called Dand Ker, the son of the mnr-f 
dered Sir Robert, sent two of bis depend«« 
entSp called Tait, to aecomplish bis venger- 
anoe. upon the Englisb Borderer* They snr- 
prised and pnt bim to death accordingly, 
and brought bis head to their patron, who: 
exposed it pnblicly at the Gross of Edin- 
burgh, exulting in the revenge he had taken« 
Bat the Bastard Heron continued to rove 
about the Border, and James lY. made the. 
public appearance of tbis criminal a snbject 
of oomplaint against Henry VIIL, who per*«» 
haps was not justly responsiUe for it 
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Wlule James was thus on bad terms unth' 
bis brother-in-law, France left no measures* 
unattempted whicb could attacb Scotland to 
ber side. Great sums of money were sent 
to secure tbe good-will of tbose courtiers 
in wbom James most confided. The Qneen' 
of France, a young and beautifal Princess/ 
flattered James's taste for romantic gallan- 
try, by calling herseif bis mistress and lady- 
love, and conjaring him to march three 
miles upon English gronnd for ber sake.' 
She sent bim, at tbe same time, a ring from 
ber own finger ; and ber intercession was so' 
powerful, that James thought he could not 
in bonour dispense witb ber request. This 
fantastical spirit of cbiralry was bis own 
ruin, and rery nearly that of tbe kingdoiu 
also. 

At lengrtb, in Jnne or Jnly, 1513, Henry 
VIIL sailed to France witb a gallant army, 
wbere he formed tbe siege of Terouenne. 
James IV« now took a decided step. He 
sent over bis principal herald to tbe camp 
of King Henry before Terouenne, summon- 
ing bim itt banghty terms to abstain from 
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aggreenons against James'e ally» the %lng 
of France» and npbraiding him, at the same 
time, with the death of Barten» the impa-< 
nity of the Bastard Heron, and all the siib-^ 
jects of quarrel which had ocoorred since 
the death of Henry VIL Henry VIIL an- 
awered this letter, which he jostly consider-* 
ed as a declaration of war, with equal bit- 
temesB, treating the King of Scots as a per- 
jored man» because he was about to break' 
the peace which he had solemnly swom to 
obserTC. His sammons he rejected with. 
scom« ^^ The King of Scotland was not»f^ 
he Said» ** of sufficient importance to de- 
termine the quarrei between England and« 
France.^' The Scottish herald . retnmed 
with this message» bat .not in time to find 
his master aliTC. 

James had not awaited llie retum of his 
embassy to commence hostilities. > Lord 
Home» his Lord High Chamberlain» had 
made an incnrsion.into England with, an 
army of about three or fear thonsand men. 
They collected great booty ; but marching 
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«lordMply md withont «rder» ftU iiila mt 
amjMli pf tbe EngUsh BordererB, coneoaU 
edumooff the taU lurooiOf by which Millfield^ 
plidn» near Wooler^ was then covered. The* 
SoQlfl äufitouiod « total defeot» a»d lost neiar 
a tldürd of thdir numbers in olaia and wiaond«* 
ed. Tbl« waa a bad coamneneemänt of tha* 
war» 

Meanwbila James» oentrary ta tbe adme^ 
of 1h« wisei^ oouB8dkff% detartnined to in*' 
vada England with a royal annjr. Tbe Par«- 
liament were nnwilUng to go into tbe K]ng*ä> 
meaaarea» Tbe tranquUUty of tbe coontrjr» 
ever einee tbe peace wiüi England, wäa r»- 
odlacted» and aa tbe impolitb claim ef the^ 
«q^macy aeemed to be abandöned» Itttlä 
nmained to stir up tbe old aaunoidly be» 
tween the kmgdoms. The Kinft l««r«T«, 
was nensQilaUy ao miieli liked« tbat faeab- 
taioed tbe ooaient of tbe Parliament to 
tbai. fatal and nnjoat war ; and oFdersf wera 
^^en to aMonble all tbe airay of tbe kin^- 
dom oCSeotland upon tbe Borongb^nux^ of 
l^idinbutgb» a wide eömmon» in tbe nudat 
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ef wUch ihe royd «tandard #0« diflpl<iy«d 
fitMii A lar^ ttobe» or fraj^ent of rock, 
ealled ibe Hare-stone. 

Various measurea were eren in tbi« ex* 
tMaity resorted to for preventitig tbe War. 
One or two of them seem to have bMi 
foandtd Qpon a knowledge, that tfae King^ft 
tomper was tinged with a superstitiotis me^ 
kttitfliDly, partly arisiDg fröm conatitiitioiial 
habits, partly from the remorae wbiob be 
alwaya eatertained for bis acoession to bis 
fatfaer's deatb. It was to tbese feelings tibat 
tba foUowiiig soeiie was doabdess address-^ 
od t*— * 

: As tba King was at bis devotf ons in tba 
ehnrcb of Linlitbgow, a figore, dressed in 
an azore-^oloured robe, girt witb a ^rdle, 
or sasb of linen, baving sandals on bis foet, 
whb long yellow bair^ and a grave coin- 
manding coantenance, snddenly appearad 
before bim. This stngular-looking persoa 
paid Utüo or no nspeet to tbe royal pre- 
senoo, but pressing up to tba desk at Whkltk 
the Kingwas seated, leaned doim onit witb 
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his annSy and addresaed him with little re- 
Ydrence. He declared, that << hia Motlrar 
laid her commands on Janea to forbear the 
jonrney whieh he purposed, seeing that nei-t 
ther he, nor anjr who went with him» would 
thrive ia the imdertaking.'' He also caa- 
tioned the King against freqnentmg the ao- 
eiety of women, and naing their connsel ; 
<^ if thou dost," aaid he, ^^ thou ahalt be 
oonfoanded and brought to ahame." < 

' These words spoken, the messeDger eo» 
eaped from among the courtiera so suddeii« 
ly, that he seemed to diaappear. There k 
no doubt that this person had been drea»» 
ed up to represent Saint John, called in 
Scriptare the adopted son of the Yii^iii 
Mary. The Roman Catholics believed ia 
the possiUIity of the soula of departad sainta 
and apoadea appearing on earth, and many 
impostures are recorded in history of the 
same sort with that I have just told ydu. . 
> Another story, not so well aathenticatedi 
says, that a proclamation was heard at the 
MarketHcroas of Edinburgh, at the dead of 
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flighl^ Mmmralng tlie Klag, bjr Us nai 
and tÜlds, and many <tf hia boUos and priii^ 
^pal kadara, to appear bdbre the triboiial 
taf nato wiihia die apaoa of forty day«. 
Thia 'ako Ims the aj^peeoranoe <»f a atrata^ 
fem» lAveoted to deler the Kiog from U» 
eicpeditioii» 

But neiäier thesa artificet, not the ad^ 
tioe aoid entreaty of Itargaaret» the Qaeeft 
of Seotla&d) eoiild deter Jatnea« from faia 
ittihappy ezpeditioi}. He was ao wali be^ 
kived, that he aoon aaaemUed a gvaat annjis 
and phukng himadbf at tbeir head, Im en^ 
tarad Bnfland neair the oastle of Twiaell^^ 
^m Ote 92d Aagiiat, 1613. He i^ieedily o4^ 
4aiaed poaoeBiion of the Border fortreaseaef 
Notham, Wark, Etall, Ford^ and othera ef 
leas note, «nd oolleeted a great spcnl« In^ 
Irtead) however, of admneing with his army 
npon the conntry of EngUind, whidi ky 
d^nceleaa hefore Um, the King k md to 
fcore trifled away hia tmie, in an interoomrse 
of gidlantry with Lady Heren of FoMly a 
heaiitiftd woaum^ who contrited ta difevt 
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him from tbe prosecHi&ion of bJ0 ^cpeJition 
«atil thd ajqproacb of an Eaglisb arniy. 
' While James lay thus idle im the fron« 
tior, the Earl of Surrey, that. saiiifi .noble 
and gallant knigkt who had formerly ee- 
Gorted Qaeen Margaret to Scotland, nowad- 
Tanced at the head of an anny of twenty- 
fiiz thooaand men. The Earl was joined l^ 
lus son Tbomaa, tbe Lord Higb Admiral» 
tWitb -a large body of soldiers wbo bad be«a 
^ieaaibarked at Newcastle. . Ab the warKke 
inbabitantfl of tbe nortbem coonties ga- 
tbered fast to Snrreyrs Standard, so, on the 
other band, tbe Scots b^^an to retom boaie 
in great nnmbiBrs ; becanse, tboagb,. aceord- 
ing to ihe feudal law% eaeb man bad brougbl 
with bim provinons for forty dnyn, thcaa 
being now nearly expended, a scarcityihe* 
gan to be feit in James's host. Others w&a^ 
home to place their booty in safety. 
. Snrrey feeling bimself tbe strenger parfy, 
became desirons to provoke tbe Sootlish 
King to fight. He th^efiore. sent Jamefl « 
messagoi defying bim to battle; and tke 
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I 

Lord Thomas Howard, at the Barne time, 
added a message, that aa King James had 
<tfteti eomplained of the death of Andrew 
Barton, he, Lord Thomas, by whom ^lat 
deed was done, was now ready to maintaiii 
it with his sword in the front of the fighf . 
James retumed for auswar, that to meet 
die English in battle was so much his wisli, 
tthat had the message of the Earlfound him 
at Edinburgh^! he would have.laid aside all 
odier bosiness to haye met him on a jatehed 
field. 

^ Bat the Scottijdi nobles entertained a verjr 
different opinion from their King. They 
held a conneil, at which Lord Patrick Lind- 
«ay was made jHresident, or chancellor. This 
was the same person who» in die beginning 
of the King's reign, had pleaded so well for 
bis brother, to whose tiües and estate he 
afterwards stilH^eeded« He opened the dia- 
cuarion, by telling the eoandl a parable of a 
rieh merehant, who wonld needs go to play 
at dice with a common hazarder, or sharp- 
er, and stake a rose-noble of gold against a 
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«wdy ^ will be äs anwise as die merdiiait^ 
if yoa risk yoar King, wbrnn I oompara to 
a preeious rose-noble» agasnät tha Eag^iAih 
ganeral» wfao » bnt an old crooked chnrl^ 
lyiDg in a chariot. Though the Eogliah 
loM the day, thej loae nothiag bot tkia ald 
^orl aad a parcel of nia^aniea ; wliem* 
«o many of onr common people b^ve gone 
hame» that ftw are left with ua bat the 
prkne of our noUKty/' Ha tberefore gava 
it aa bis advice, that the King shoald witfah 
draw firom the army, for aäfety of bils per- 
aaiiy and that aome brav« nobieman ahoaM 
ba named by the ooan«»], to command in 
ibe actton* The coaneil agreedio reoo«»- 
maad this plan to the King« 

Bat James, who defdred to gain fame by 
hiaiyimmilitaTyfikillandprowess, sadden^ 
Unoke in on tha eoancily andtold^hem, wiüi 
maeh beat, that thay aboald not |lat aöak a 
diagrace apon bim. ^ I will figbt withÜM 
EngUafa/' be said» >< ihongb yoa bad aH 
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sworn the contrary. Ye may ehame your- 
srives by flight, but you sball not Bbame, 
me ; and as for Lord Patrick Lindsay, wbo 
bas got tbe first vote, I VQW^ that wben { 
retarn to Scotland, I will cause bin tobe 
banged over bis own gate«'^ 
: In tbis rasb and precipitate resolatk« to 
figbt at all risks, tbe King was mucb sup- 
ported by tbe Frencb ambassador, De la 
Motte. Tbis was remarked by one of .our 
old acquaintanees, tbe Earl of Angas, call« 
ed Bell-tbe-Cat, wbo, tbougb yery old, bad 
come out to tbe field witb bis Sovereign. 
He cbarged.tbe Frencbman witb being will- 
ing to sacrifice tbe interests of Scotland to 
tbose.of bis own country, wbicb required 
tbat tbe Scots and Englisb ßbould figbt at 
all bazards ; and Angus, like Lord Lindsay^ 
alb^ed tbe diiSerence between tbe parties, 
tbe Englisb being many of tbem men bat 
of mean rank, and tbe Scottisb army. being 
tbe flower of tbeir nobility and gentry. In- 
oensed at bis Opposition, Jameasaid tobim 
BcornfaUy. « AnguB, if you are afraid, you 
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mKf gl» bomd.*' Tlie Em-I» 011 rteririsg 
«lieh an ifisalt^ I^ tbo camp that B%ht f 
Imt bis two sonfi reniained, and fett in the 
ftital battk^ wlA two hnndred of the natte 
ef Douglas.. 

While King 3»mm vnm in tlria stabbom 
htBSMNlr, the Bitrl of Snrrey had advaneed 
as iar aa Wooler, wb that only fonr «r fitre 
nules di^ed the annies. The Etaglieh lead- 
er inqnired anxionaly for aome gnide, who 
was acqnainted with the coantry, wfaieh ia 
mtersected and dirided by one or ttro larga 
hrookB, which unite to form the riTer TUl^ 
and iiB^ beeides, in pari molmtainona. A 
f^tmsfa weU moonted, and oompletely annedy 
ftfnt haying the visor ci hie helmet lowm*ed 
to ooneeal hie face^ rode np, and then dia- 
monnting, knelt down before the Earl, and 
efiered to be bis gnide, if he mq^bt tibtaiiL 
parden of an ojBence c^ which he had been 
goilty. The Earl aasnred him of hia for» 
givenees, pro^iding he had not committed 
treason i^rainst the King of England, or 
penonallywroaged any lady-^^-crinies whidi 
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fwUd»" laid tbe eavaUer, <^ that I should 
kave beon guilty of sack shamef ol am ; I 
^ bat «saist in killiag a Scotsman» wha 
niled oor Borders too atrietly» and oftea 
did wroDg ta Bng^hman." So saying» he 
laiaed tbe viaor of bis belmet, wbieh bid bi« 
fiuM^ and sbowed tbe coontenance of tb^ 
Bastard Heron, wbo bad been a partner in 
tbe aisassination of 6ir Robert Ker» as you 
vere told brf<Mre« His appearance was mos! 
wdeorae to tbe Earl of Surrey» wbo readily 
pardoned bim tbe deatb of a Scotsman uJ^ 
that moment» espeoialiy since he knew bim 
te be aa well apqaainted witb every pass 
and path on tbe eaßtem frontier, Jis a life of 
eoBstant inenrsion and idepredation coold 

Tbe Scottisb army bad fixed tbeir camp 
ttpoft a bill ealled Fk>dden, wbicb rises to. 
dose in, as it were^ tbe extensive flat caikd 
Ifillfiald piain* Tbis eminence slopes steep*- 
ly towards tbej^ain» iMid tbere is an ea^tend«- 
ed jnece of lerel groond on tbe top^ wbei^, 
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tlia Seats mSght have dtawn np their army, 

gßd Bwmted at great advantage tke attack 

of tibe English. Surrey liked the idea of 

^eninriog an assault on that position bo iH, 

lligt he resolved to try wheiher be oonld not 

prevail on the King to abandon it He sent 

n herald to invite James lo come dowa froni 

die heigltt, and join battle in the open piain 

of Millfield belöw — ^reminded him of the 

readiness with which he had acc^ted his 

fermer challenge — and hinted, -that it was 

the opimon of ihe English cbiratry assein- 

bled for battle» that any delay of the enconn- 

ter would sonnd to the King^s dishonour. 

We have seen that James was suffieiently 
rash aad imprudent, bat his impetuosity Aid 
not reach to the pitch Surrey perhaps ex- 
pected« He refused to receive the messen.- 
ger into Us presence, and retnmed for au- 
swar to the message» that it was not such 
SS it became an Earl to send to a Kin^. 

Surrey, therefore, distressed for provi- 
sion«, was obliged io resort to imother mode 
of brifiging the Scots to action. He 
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Flodden» keepiog eut of the reach of thiQ 
Scottisli artillerys xmiUf crossing ihe Till. 
Baar TwUell Castle» he |)Iaßed hiinself» wUh 
bis whole army» betwixt JameB and bis own 
kingdom. The King sufibi^ed bim to make 
tbis flank movenient without intorruption, 
tbough it muat have aiForded repeated aad 
advantageous opportunities for aUack» Bat 
when be sa^ the Englisfa army ioterposed 
betwuct bim and bis dominion^ he becsama 
alarmed lest be should be cut off from Sootr» 
land^ I?i tbis apprebension he was confinn- 
ed hj one Giles Mufigrave» an EngUsbma% 
wbose eoonsel be osed upon the oceasioDy 
and who assured bim tibat if he did not de- 
scand and fight witb the Eoglisb army, the 
£arl of Surrey w:ould enter Scotiand» and 
lay waate tha wbole eountry. Stimulated 
liy tbis apprebension, the King resolved to 
giya Signal for the fatal battle^ 

Witb tbis yiew ihe Scots set fire to their 
bstsy and the otber lef use and litter of thebr 
cttmpw The smoke spraad along tbe side of 
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the ismii and imder ils eover Übe anay of 
Eang James descended the eminence» whielr 
18 much loss steep on the northem tihan the 
aouthern Bide^ while the English advaneed 
to meet them, both concealed Crom eaeh 
other by the clouds of smohe. 

The Scots deseended in four streng co» 
Ittinns, all marehing parallel to eaeh otheoTy 
having a reserve of the Lpthian men com* 
manded by Earl BothwelL The English 
were also divided into four bodiee^ with a 
reserve of cavalry led by Dacre» 

The first which encountered was the left- 
wing of the Scots, commanded by the Earl 
of Huntly and Lord Home, whieh orerw 
powered and threw into disorder the right 
wing of the English, under Sir Edmnad 
Howard. Sir Edmund was beaten down, hisr 
Standard taken, and he himself in dangeir 
of instant death, when he was relieved by 
the Bastard Heren, who came up at ihe* 
head of a band of determined outlaws like 
himself, and extricated Howard. It is ol^ 
jected to the Lord Home by many Soottiab 
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wriljBfSy that h6 ongbt to have intproved hlB 
advantage, by hastening to the sapport öf 
4he next diirision of the Seottish army« li 
ja even pretended, that he replied to those 
«rho urged him to go to the assistance of 
the King, that <<ihe man did well thatday 
who stood and saved himself." Bat this 
seems mvented^ partly to crimioate Home» 
and partly to aeoount for the loss of the bat« 
tle in some other jvay than by the superio- 
rity of the Ettglish. In Ireality, the English 
oayalry, under Dacre» which acted as a re« 
servoy i^ppeat to have kept the yictors in 
check, while Thomas Howard, the Lord 
High Admiral, who commanded the «econd 
diTision of the English, bore down, and 
;ronted the Seottish division commanded by 
Crawford and Montrose, who were both 
slain* Thus matters went on the Seottish 
left 

Upon the extreme right of James's army, 
a division of Highlanders, consisting of the 
chms of Mackenzie, Maclean, and others, 
commanded by ihe Earls of Lennox and 
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Atgyl^s W9ire so iiuttAHraMy annoyad by 
ibe volleys of the Eoglish arrows, ihat they 
liroke their raakg) and, in despite of the 
erieS) entreatias and signals of De la Motte^ 
the French ambaasador, who endeayoared 
to fitep tfaem, mshed tnmoltnottsljr down«' 
Uli, and being attaoked at ocioe in fkink 
and rear by Sir Edward Stanley, wilk A# 
menk of Chesfaire and Lanoashire^ if ere reut* 
ed wi|th great daoghter« 

The only Seots division wbiöh remain« t6 
be mentiräed, waa commanded by lamee iA 
persoB, and eonsisted of the cfaoieeet of bis 
nobles and gentry, whose armoar was so 
good, that the arrows made bat slight ina«- 
pression npon them« They were all on foot«-* 
tbe K3ng bimself had parted with his horsob 
They eagaged the Earl of Suirey, who oppe^ 
mtL to ihem the ^vkion whieh be personally 
Gommanded« The Scots attacked with the 
greatest fary, and, for a time, had the bet- 
ter* Sorrey's equadrons were diflordere^ 
Us Standard in great donger» Bothwell and 
the Seottish reserre were adtaneing, and the 



0ATTLE OF FLODDEN. 267 

Ebglish Beemed in some risk of loBiiig the 
battle« But Stanley, who had defeated the 
Highlanders, came up on one flank of the 
King's division ; the Admiral, who had con- 
quered Crawford and Montrose, assailed 
ihem on the other. The Scots showed the 
most undaunted courage. Uniting them- 
4Belve8 with the reserve under Bothwell) 
they formed themselves into a circle, with 
their spears extended on every side, and 
fonght ohstinately* Bows being now use«> 
less, the English advanced on all sides with 
their bills, a huge weapon whieh made ghast* 
ly wounds« Bat they eould not force the 
Scots either to break or retire, although the 
camage among them was dreadfol. James 
himself died amid his warlike peers and 
loyal gentry. He was twice wonnded with 
anrows, and at length dispatched with a 
bill. Night feil withoat the battle being 
absolntely deeided, for the Seottish centre 
kept their groand, and Home and Dacre 
beld each other at bay. Bat during the night, 
the r emainder of the Scottish army drew üS 

y2 
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in sBmt diMfudr from tlw btoody field, en 
wldok they left tfaeif King» uA tbeir ^dt^ 
Mit noble» and gentlem«a. 

Thu gPtmt «od deoisive vietory tv^afi gftift- 
ed bjT the Ekrl o( Sur my ob dtk iSeptemiMt* 
1&19« Ttid Yiet^s had about five thoiiiaiid 
ineii 6laiih tb« Seot» tmte tibat HMuber at 
UbaL Bat tiie los» lay tiot so mueh in die 
aamber of Üke sbin, as in th^ir rank and 
qiMlky. The Englisb lo6t very fbw men of 
dbünction. The Scots left on tbe fidd tbe 
King', two Inshops, tW0 mitred abbote, twehr^ 
earl«, thirteen lorde^ asid five eldeet eone of 
peere« Tbe mHiibe» of gentlemen elain i>ete 
beyond ealonlatiofi ;-^tbere is seateely a tk^ 
mily of name ki Soottish bhtofy Whb iUt 
not lose a relativ« thete« 

The Seote were miieh disposed to^ d!ih> 
pute^ the fiicty tbat Jamea !¥# had faiktt <m 
Flodden Field. S^me eaid^ ho had retirdl 
from the hingdoDi, and made a p%riai^^ 
to Jerusalem. Othere pretended, tbat in Ae 
twiligbt» when the figbt traa nigfc onÜedi 
fcrar tall horeeüett eame imo tbe fial^ ha- 
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vingf eaeh t bimcli df utiiiw on Üus pdint of 
their 8pearl^ as a töken for them to know 
eachodierby. They said the»^ m«ii moimt« 
ed the King on adan haekney^ and tbiirt ht 
was beten to erosfi tke fireed tdtli thcftti al 
night-lalL Nobody ^fetaüded lo aay ^vrliai 
they did with hini> but it was bdieved ka 
was mardered in Home Caade ; and I fo« 
eidleet, about forty years sinde^ tbat tker6 
tras a feportj tbat in cleaning the d^aw-^^ll 
oftbat roinouB fortress^ tbe workmen foimd 
ä skeleton wrapt in a bull'6 hide> and ha* 
ting a belt of iron round tbe waiiH» Tberi 
was, bowever, no truth in thia rnnkmr» l€ 
Was thö absenee of this belt of tt^fU wMcb 
tb^ Seots fotmded ttpoA to ptufvei tiiat i3M 
body of Jämes eonld nol bikve fallen itM 
Ibe bands of tbe fingllsb^ sinoo tbey eitber 
bad not Ümt tokeu to sbow^ ot did not pro^ 
dnee lt. Tbey eontended, tberefore^ thal 
tbe body over wMcb the enemy trkimphed^ 
was not tbat of Jaiu»s biDaself, bat of one of 
Us attendant«, dev^ttid ol whoiiii tbay ttddi 
w«»e dress^ iti kia anaour* 



S60 DEATH OF JAMES XV« 

Büt all theae are idle fables, invented and 
believed Jbecause tfae vulgär love what i« 
mysterious, and %he Scots readily gave cre^ 
dit to what tended to deprive their enemie^ 
of so Signal a tropby of victory, The re« 
ports are contrary to common sense. Lord 
Home was the chamberlain of James IV.» 
and high in his ccmfidence. He had nothing 
whatever to gain by the King's death, andl 
therefore we must acquit bim of a great 
crime» fbr which there could be no adequate 
moäve. The consequence of James*s death 
proved, in fact» to be the earl's roin, as we 
shall see presently. 

It seems true» that the King nsoally woro 
the belt of iron in token of his repentan.ce 
for his father's death, and the share he had 
in it Bat it is not nnlikely that he would 
lay aside such a cumbrous article of penance 
in a day of battle ; or the English, when they 
despoiled bis person, may have thrown it 
aside as of no value. The body which the 
English affirm to have been that of James» 
was found on the field by Lord Däcroj anc^ 
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earried by him to Berwick, and ptresimted 
toSurrdy. Bothoftheselord^kiieW' James'« 
person too well to be mistaken. The body 
was also acknowledged by bis t wo favoarite 
ftttendants, Sir William Scott, and Sir Jobn 
Forman, who wept at bebolding it. 

The fate of these relits was singular and 
degrading. They were not committed to 
the tomb, for the Pope, being at that time in 
nllianee with England against France, had 
hud James under a sentence of excommuni'- 
eation, so that no priei^ dared pronounce 
the ioneral-service over them. The i'oyal 
Mrpee was therefore embalmed, and sent to 
the Monastery of Sheen, in Surrey; It lay 
ihere tili the Reformation, when the mo- 
nastery was given to the Duke of Suffolk; 
and after that period, the body, which was 
lapped up in a sheet of lead, was suffered to 
toss aboat the house like a piece of nseless 
lumber. Stow, the historian, saw it flang 
into ä waste room among old pieces of wood, 
lead, and other rabbish. Some idle work- 
men, <^ for their foolish pl|asure," says the 
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aame writer^ hewed off the head ; and one 
Lancelot Yonng, master-glazier to Queen 
Elizabeth, finding a sweet smell come fram 
ihence, owing, doabtless, to the spices naed 
for embalming the body, carried the head 
home, and kept it for some time ; bat in the 
eadf catLsed the sexton of Saint ACchaers, 
Wood Street, to bury it in the ehamel* 
house. 

Such was the end of that King once so 
jprond and powerfol. The fatal battle of 
Flodden, in which he was slain, and hia 
!0rmy destroyed, is justly considered as one 
of the most calamitous events in ScottiaI| 
lustorjr. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Oomequences cf ihe BatUe of Flodden Une 

. Queen Datva^er Margaret assumes the Regen-- 
cy^ and Marries the Bari ofAngus-^ The Duke 
of Albany recaUed fr(mi France-^-Contests he-' 
tween his Party and ihat of Margaret — Ren- 
counter hetween the DaugUisses and Hamiltons 
on the High Street of Edinburgh — Storming 
ofJedhurgh — The Duke of AJbany^s final dle- 
parturefirom Seotland. 

The event of the defeat at Flodden threw 
all Scotland into a degree of mounuBg and 
despair, which is not yet forgotten in the 
southem counties» on whom a great part of 
the I088 feil, as their inhabitant», soldiers 
from Situation and disposition, composed a 
considerable portion of the forces which re- 
mained with the King's army, and suffered, 
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of oottrse, a great share in ihe slaij^hter 
which took place« The inhabitants of the 
smaller towns on the Border, as Selkirk, 
Hawick» Jedburgh, and others, were almost 
entirely cut off, and their songs and tradi- 
tions preservci to tb& day tbe rMsollecüon of 
their sufferings and losses. 

Not only a lai^f e prci^rtbii of the wAA* 
IHy and of the baronage, who had hj right 
of birth the important task of distribtitiBg 
justice and maintaining order in their db- 
mains, but also the ma^strates of theburghs» 
who, in general, had remained with the 
army, had fallen on the field ; so that tlie 
country seemed to be left open to invasiion 
and conq^uest» such as had taken place after 
tba loss of the battles of Punbar and Hali- 
doii-HilL Yet the firm eourage of the ScoiCh 
tish paople was displayed in its sohlest co- 
lours in thig formidable crisia; — ^all were 
rea4y to combat, and nuNre disposed, even 
from the excess of the oalamity , to resisf^ 
than tp yield t« the fearful consequences 
which migibt have been expected« 
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Bdi»lmrglk# tib9 metipopolk^ Ol? eapitid dtjF 
of ScoÜand, set a noble exam|ilQ ef tb« oohk 
4iiQt^ wbiQb «boold be udopted uad^r a great 
ofttional 9aliii»}t]r, Tbe prayost^ baiUes» and 
n^ig^tmoj' #C tfiia oity, bad been oanried by 
Hidr ittty tQ tb«i battlti. in whicb moßi of 
them» witb the bwfhors aad cttizena wbo» 
had Mlowod thek Standard^ bad falku wilb 
ibft King« A eevtasn muabcar c^ p«roo«a 
called PriMdentik at tbe bead of wbm iw« 
George Towtm (tf biTaridMi» bad beoft left 
Hfidi a coaMumoii la diiadbai^«» tbe daty oC 
«agintrate». ^uriog tha absenea of tbose tot 
wbomtbeaffioeaoiiiaUybeloiiged. Thabal<< 
tie waa. Son^bi^ aa ve bara said^ an tba 9di 
af Septanber*. On tbe lOdb beiag tb^ aaa« 
eeading^ dßfy tbai aewä reacbed Edmbafgb» 
andGeorgaToMfie^aadftbaolber Preeideal% 
pdbBabeAooKibat day a procbMatk>% wbiob 
wouid do boaaair U> tbe: aimala of any eouA^ 
trjT ia. Euiopob Tba Ftettdento »Hat ba¥i| 
kaowaLllMlallvaftloal; bat tbey tookararji 
nficeaaaiy precaiüdim to paovaa^. ibe publia 
bsmx jfieUhig toj a hicigi ^nd paiiic alan% 

YOU II. Z 
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and to prepare witli fimmei» the vomm<i( 
public defence. 

' . << Wherea%" say» tliis remarkable pvo«> 
clamation, <^ news Iiave amved, which sre 
yet ancertain, of mififortane which hath be-* 
fidlen the King and bis army, we strictly^ 
command and eharge all persons within ik0 
city to have their arms in readincss, and %^ 
be ready to assemble at the tolling of tbo 
common bell of the town» to repel any en»« 
my who may seek to attack the city« We' 
also discharge all women of the lower claB% 
«id vagabonds of ereiy description, fito» 
appearing on the street to ery and mähe la^ 
mentations; and we command wemea of 
honest fame and character to pass to tha 
chorches, and pray for tHe King and loa 
army, and for our neighbours who 9xe witi» 
the King's host." In tbis way the gallaa^ 
Greorge Towrs took measores at onee fw 
preventing the spreading of terror and eofs^ 
ifision by frantic and usdess lamentatioin» 
and for defence of the city, if need should 
arise. The simpli^ty of the prdar «bowed 
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the tonräge and fimmess of those vrho is-< 
Mied it, under the astoQiidiiig natioiial eala-* 
Hoty whieh had been sustained* 

The Earl of Sarrey did not, however» 
«mke any attempt to invade SeoUand, or to 
tike any advantage of the great victory he 
had obtained» by^attempting the conqueBt of 
tiiat eeuntry. Ezperience had tanght the 
Engliah» that thongh it might be easy for 
them to overrun thdr northern neighboun^ 
to ravage province% and to take Castles and 
dities, yet that the obstinate valour of the 
SeotSy and tfaeir love of independence, had 
alway%in the long mn, found means of ex- 
pelluur the invaders. With irreat modera* 
Süd wkdom, Henry, «r h» ministe», 
therefore resolved rather to conciliate the 
firiendship of the Scots, by for^oing the im- 
mediate advantages which the yictory of 
Flodden afforded them, than to commence 
another invasion, which, however distres»- 
ing to Scotland, was likely, as in the Bruce 
and Baliol wars, to tenninate in the Eng« 
Ush also Bustaining great loss» and oltimate- 
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ly b^g «igaiki diiv^ft mft (»f Ihtt kiiigdoai. 
Hie Eviglish coüMfllon rMK^nibered tha« 
Margaret, the tddew <>f Jamet^ teas the siiflttp 
ef the King of ßtigland-^tliat she muBt %e- 
eoine Regetil of tfae kifigdom, and 'WMld 
naturally be a fUend to her native eowattf* 
Thisf ktteiiir tliät flie Ittte WHjt had Insm «h^ 
deftäketi ly the Klug df Scotland agaltet 
flie Wiah mi hk (i^o^le } ftüd with noMe as 
well aft wiAe ]>6li<^^ A^ eudeaVOtiffed fii^ 
flier to rettder Seotkndimee iiioi>e a fiieüd-^ 
ly ^<y«r^, thati, by iätMieii a<id iriol^nee^ i» 
ttmy^Mi htt itatd aü ittecoiaeüable eneinyk 
Tlke iMtn^iia irbleb föllewed Ihe bafdi» ^ 
Floddett e^tended only tö Ihe BordeM i nA 
gt-eat attempt agatnal SceUand Waa Ikilid^ 
Ol* apfmreotly lueditated. 

Mkrgat^t, the Queett Dewagey» beeatoe 
Itegeüt of Seothsftd^ alid güardiän of thö 
yotiüg King, James V., who» an had Ibeen 
tto ofteki the ease tn ftfriAtt «imilar oiHSii^ 
aioiiB, äfteetided the thnme when ä ehild öi 
ftot tWö years dd. 

Bat the MthoHty öf Mltfgiifet Iftflr grekt^ 
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ly dimlfiiahed» and her character injored» bjr 
fi hasty and imprudent marnage which slie 
fbrmed wiih Douglas, Earl of Angos, ihe 
grandflon of old Bell-the-Cat. That cele« 
tirated person had not long aurvived the far 
tal batüe of Flodden» in whieh both bis sona 
had fallen* His grandson, the inheritor of 
hia great name» was a handsome youdi» 
brave, high bom, and with all the ambitum 
of the old Douglasses, as well as with iiiach 
<tf their military talents. He was, however, 
ypnng, rash, and inexperiencedj and hia 
elevation to be the husband of the Queen 
Begent excited the jealonsy and emnlation 
of all the other nobles of Scodand^ who, 
dreaded the name and ihe power of the 
Douglas, 

A peaee now took place betwixt France 
and England, and Scodand was included in 
ihe treaty ; but this could hardly be termed 
fortunate, considering the distracted state of 
the eountry, which, freed from English ra* 
vages, and no longer restrained by the royal 
aothority, was left to prosecute its domestic. 

z2 
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IMidl« iiiid qfSmtHht wttk «M mM UM^ 

Ob ifMi>nfii of h^ tMtriAgh #ith Aügtifir, lUli 

MW ttidt^i bt e^äMg bMik kiö Seodatiflt 
JOm Dttkfr öf Albtttijy UM öt thät tlo]^ 
it&d Wag bttttiflll^ dtuiüg tk« i^gn of JinlM 
nl. Thifil flobtetniuä Wiii thi^ ii^^^sl käälli 
^tdälibft öf the Kihgi heing the cousfat^ei^ 
«üäü öf bift ftüiei'i Thä Qiie^tt Wtt^ b^ ttttojf 
«^d0l*ed 6d bttlitig ftef^tHd «b^ ri^t of 

Mt tasAtnl frotn Ftaticö, W)a« gMiei-ally oe^ 
eepfed itl ihht eht&äiMfi 

brod in France, where he had larg^ «ätäMi 
}»f Mu väoih^i A AkUg]Mi of th« Eirl of 
Boittogti« I and bD M^fili tlWA'y» to bAVe ptlft« 
ll^ft^dl tttö ittte^e^to df thüt ki^gpddili to ihmti 
of Scsotküd^ Wil^ lirbteb b« tl^ öHty dlMfr' 

iMiöted by hw^t^y d^Metit Hiä wu m 

Weiik ftnd fMbMaoHate niait^ taMug ap öfi^ 
«iM0 IM ritj^tty^ ä«l< arfttti öitl 0f bte 
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öV^ with hiA, liotriytittr, n lärgn (Safli df 
nabäüjr fi^id Ffätti^e ^ and «i bis mantiiBtt 
W6ii^ pldttäiti^f bis Ufth lilgta^ auf bli ^nM 
Idtudöitifi ^(toi^ bto «iiflilf got tbe adraiitage 
&m Qti^A IMbtf gaf«l^ het buiband Ae Bari 
of Alkgüi^ ftnd ötbijf lords Wbo fiifotited ber 

tetar^fhr 

Aftäf fiiuA ihtMPtial dbtatban^ QueM 
Mai^ret tt^ Obligo altogetb^r io i^M^I 
fttim S^tla&d^ and t€» M6k refij^ 4it bat 
blrdtb^i^i lM)ttrt^ wbeta bbe b(9f a a daogbtar^ 
Lady Utaf guhet Douglad^ af wbom yao Witt 
baair üiofe bataaftai*. lA tba maantima^ bM 
^iH^la Soatkad waa still fkHbar waabenads 
Ldrd 'Hfrm^ waa ana of bar warmaat Mppari* 
aM I tbii waa tba satua noMetnan wbo aoin* 
maadad tba laft wiüg at tba battla af Flad^ 
daa^ atid was victariotta on tbat day, bat 
aapoaad bitasalf to iaapiaiaB by tiot glrlng 
aiaiatatica ta tba aibar dMiiaM af Iha äaoV^ 
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tibhamiy. He and bis brethrm w«re esti* 

eed toEdinbargb, and seized upon, tried, and { 

beheaded» apon acciuatioiui which are not 

known. Tbis severitjr, boweyer, was so üßt 

from coBfirmiog Albany's power» tbat i% 

ohly excited terror and batred ; and bk si« 

taadon became so difficolt» tbat to bis frienda 

in Beeret be expressed notbing bat despair, 

and wisbed tbat be bad broken bis limbs 

wben be first left bis easy and quiet sitna* 

tion in France, to undertake tbe govemment 

of so distracted and nnruly a conntry as 

Sootland. In fact, be accomplisbed a retreat 

to France, and, during bis absence, commit- 

tedtbe wardenry of tbe Scottisb frontiers to 

a brave Frencb knigbt, tbe Cbevalier de la 

Bastie, remarkable for tbe beanty of bb per-» 

son, and gallantry of bis acbievements, bat 

destined, as we sball see, to a tragical fatev 

Tbe Office of Warden bad belonged to tbe 

Lord Home; and bis iriends, numerons, 

powerful, and inbabiting tbe eastem fron* 

tier, to wbicb tbe office belonged, wereeqoal-' 

ly desirons to ayenge tbe death of tbeir 
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CUvfy Md to be fiMd ff^m ifae dMJiiiflin ^ 
a stranger fike De la Bastk, ihe fttvöorite 
4f AHMny» by whose authdrity Lord Home 
heA beeü esMated* Sür David Home of 
W^lckrbiidrfi» oae «f tbe ftereest of the lumie^ 
lüA kBL ämbmh fc^ the mnfertumiise Wap« 
den» imiir Längteft) ki BetwIdcAire« De la 
Basiie^ eeefatf hk lilb idmedal, vnA eompel« 
kd to fly, in the hope ti gainliig dw C^tle 
of Dimbar ; bat neilr the town of Danaot 
M« hime (fttuek Ihst ia a moras0. Thepar^ 
atMrft eattte np and pal him to death« Sfer 
Datid Home knitted the head^ by the hmg 
loöks wUeh the deeeased wore, to ihe mane 
of bis horae» rode with it ia triumph to Home 
Gaede» and plaeed it on a spear oa ihe htgh« 
eü liuMt Th« hair U emd to be yet pre- 
g^rv^d ia ihe «hartei? ehest of the ihtnily« 
lly this erael deed, Wedderbam eonsidersd 
hiiasälf to doiiig a btare aad gallant aetioii 
in aveaging ihe death of his chief aad kins-* 
^oiokj by pattiDg to death a Mend a&d fii« 
▼ourite of ihe Regent) althoagh it doefl tiot 
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appear that Dö la Bastie had tlie lettrt cbn-» 
cem in Lord Home's execution« 

The decline of Albany's power enftUed 
Queen Margaret and her hnsband to retamf 
tO'Scotlandy leaving their mfant dai^tof 
in the cbarge of her matomal iincle, King" 
H^iry« Bat after thdbr retum to their own. 
cöuntry, the Queen Dowager quarreUed» to 
^n irreeoDcilable piteh, with her husband' 
AnguB, who had seized npon her revenueSf . 
and paid her little attention or respect, aa*' 
flociating with oth^r women» and giving her- 
mach cause for uneasiness. She at lengdi 
separated from him» and endeavoured ta 
procura a divorce* By this domestic di»- . 
cordy the power of Angus was ocmsiderably/ 
diminished ; but he was still one of the fiivt. 
men in Scotland, and might have gained the- 
eomplete gorernment of the kingdom, haA 
not bis power been counterbalanced by that ' 
of the Earl of Arran« This noblenum was- 
the head of the great family of Hamilton ; 
he was connected with the Royal family by 
bloodi and had such extensive possessions 



1>OUOLA86B8 AHB HAIIILTONS. 9TS 

and lorddiips as enaUed him, thoagh iide- 
rior in personal qnalities to the Earl of An« 
gus, to dispute with that chief of the more 
modern Douglasscs, the supreme admink* 
tration. All, or almost all, the great me» 
of Scodand were in league with one or 
other of those power f cd Earla ; each of whom 
suppoited those who followed him, in righi 
or wrong, and oppressed those who opposed 
Imn, without any form of justice, bat merely 
at his own pleasore* In this distraeted state 
of ihings, it was impossible for the meanesi 
man in Scotland to obtain success in the 
best-founded suit, unless he was tmder the 
protection either of Angus or Arran ; and 
to whichsoever he might attach himself, he 
was sure to become an object of hatred and 
snspidon to the other. Under pretenoe^ 
also, of taking a side, and aeting for the in* 
terests of their party, wicked and lawless 
men committed Tiolences of every kind^ 
bomed, mnrdered, and plundered, and pre» 
tended that they did so in the cause of the 
Earl of Angusy or of his riTal the .Earl of 
Arran. 
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At Ifngth, SOtii Afmk 1699^ dtaü fwo 
gPMt faGtioM o{ tbe DMglaMes nd die 
HuBiltoB& eaBEie b«lh to Ediabirgh lo. atr^ 
Umä a parlkanent^ in which it waa es* 
peeted that Ae wesleni noblienen would 
m generat taka pari with Aoran» wlifle 
tikoie of Ae eaat wonld aMe wida Aiigva# 
Oq» of die BlrwngeBt Bnfvpoirlera af Avraai 
vaa dia Afcklnshop ef GSasgov» Jaatiaa 
Qeailoii» a ipan rewarkaMe for talents^ Imf 
uiijßMrtaiialaly ako tot profligaej. Ha waa 
al dda tima CbaneeUov of Scodand; and 
die Haaulioni met wkhin kia palaoe» a» 
taatadal) die boHom o£ Blaakiriam^Wyad» 
oaaof duMA nanrow luiei whieh rati dawB 
fiaom ths Higk Street ö£ Bd»biuig& to tk« 
Cowgatek Tbe JimmlUmBf üxkiiDtg dieaar 
^alfaa figr die more ooiaeiims partyv wer« 
daEkeiatiiif upon a schame.of ati&ddiig dka 
Daagkifleee^aAdappi^keiidjiiieAiigQs« Tbat 
Eadl haard of dieir ui4eBdatt%, tmd eent kia 
iin4«» Gawaia Douglas Biakop>ofDBPkeidt 
(aedholar aad a poet») to>ren0ntnte widi 
Beatan, and ia Beaufedhiod» tihaft it wae kia 
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AnguB offering at the same timQ Ixx wi44F^tfiV 
OHt of tbe t4|T^9 if b^ and bis frioadb «Iiwlcl 
be poyimUed to d» 80 ia safe^. Tbe Ch9% 
o^llor bad» boweTer» Bbtes^y. 9mm^ W^ 
viom$ wbicb be wore iwder b¥f ro^bfit» of 
biabop'a ^esB« ^ be^ lidd bli» b^md «ü )4i 
bcwt^and 8aid, <^UpoA my cKipi9ei|eB^,:](0iiilr 
iMKt bdp wbat u aboot ta bsi^n,** Ijlie^ip^ 
wbieb be wotq wm bea^d to «atUe, ^> il% 
my lord !'' said the Bisbop of I>ttii)(aldw ^^^iMr 
tbikd» ypar congdeoee «ll^tt^ni r^ An^lea- 
viog bim after ^i» rffA>tk^^h^ basfened limk 
to bis nepbew; tbe EarL qI 4flgP^ ta bid 
biwi de£uid bimaeilf Uke a» vaii« *^'for me«'' 
bejttid». ^ I wUl gKk ^iQjr ebfPilifi wd pPKiy 

foryou." 

Angqe colleeMt bift £»naiirer% »iid Jiaa- 
iened» like a ügacmi« neldi^t to «»eoDpy Af 
Higb Stieet of tbft oltjr* Tb« mbabi|a»ftt» 
wwe bis friend% a«d spcumi irera banded 
out to Blieb of tbe DonglflBHep «s bad 4ia9i 
not; wbieb pnraid a grast Mtmifigl^^ 

vai- II. a A 



SIS lUBNCOVKTOB BETWEEN THE 

HamikoBs haiäng* no weapons losger thao 
iheir swords. 

In Üie meantime Sir Patrick HanultOD^ 
a* wise and moderate man, brpther to tl«e 
Earl oi Arran, advised his broiher 8tr<»igly 
not to come lo blows ; but a natural mm of 
Übe BarU Sir James Hamilton of Drapbane^ 
notorious for bis fieree and cruel natoce^ 
esclaimed that Sir Patrick only spoke tbiis, 
^^ because be was afraid to fight in bis 
fnimd's qvaareLJ* 

^ Thou Best, false bastard !" said Sir Bir 
trick ; << I will figbt tbis day wbere thott 
darest not be seen/' 

Immediätely tbey all rosbed towards tbe 
trtree^ wbere tbe ]>oiq^las8e8 stood drawn 
up to receiye tbem* 

Now tbe Hamiltons, thougb very numer« 
0118, couM only come at tbeir «nemies bj 
tluron^g out of tbe little steep laues wbick 
open into tbe Higb Street, tbe entrance of 
wbieb tbe Douglasses bad barrieaded with 
carts, barrd% and suoblike lufnber« As tbe 
Hamiltons endeaveured to force tbeir way» 

3 
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ibey w€re fiefody attaeked by (be Dob* 
glasses witb pikes and spears. A few who 
got out on the 8treet were killed or routed« 
The Earl otAtrBxi, and bis son the baatard, 
were glad to mount npon a coal-borse» firom 
whieb they threw the load» and eseaped by 
fiigbt Sir Patrick Hamilton was killed^ 
witb many othera ; tiins dying in a scnffle» 
whicb he bad done all in bis power to pro« 
yent. The confasion oceasioned by tbis 
skirmisb was greatly increased by the sud- 
den app^arance of Sir David Home of Wed* 
derbum, the fieree Border leader who slow 
J)e la Bastie, He came witb a band of 
eight bondred borse to assist Angns, and 
finding the skirmisb begun» made bis way 
into the city by bursting open one of tiie 
gates witb sledge-bammers. The Hamil'* 
tons fled ont of the town in great confu-^ 
sion ; and the eonseqnences of tbis skirmisb 
were such, that the Citizens of Edinburgh 
called it Cleanrihe^Causewayj becauso the 
faction of Arran was, as it were» swept hook 
Ae streets, Tbis broil gave Angus a great 
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adiriliitege In fak f atore dlB|mte(i wkh Amm t 
bat it exhibits a wild pictteir^ of tbe tiine^ 
Wh^ü «ttch a conflict eoald be fot^ht in tbe 
sddBt of a popalouB city» 

A 7«äi: after tbis battle^ tb« Dok« of AI* 
bamy rcftnitied from Francö^ again to asfiiume 
ihe tltgfen^yA He aj^ars to bave been «i-» 
eduraged to take tbis fitisp by tbi» King of 
Fraliee, wbo was desirous of recovering bis 
influen<se in tbe Scottisb oonncil% and wbo 
justly cönsidered Angus as ft fiiend of Eng« 
knd. iTbe Regent bring fiMMEli^l in agiafak 
taking up Ibe reins of goy<n*nment, Angni 
"Wbb in bis tnrii obliged to retire to FinniMsi 
#b^re be speüt bis tiin^ so ^dl^ tbat be ro« 
tüHled niueb vAvef And m^te experieneeil 
Aan be bad b^n «MMMed before bis htt*^ 
nkbttient. Albany^ on Ibe eontrary, sbowv 
ed bimsrif neither möre prndent nor mor6 
prospettms tban doring bis first gOYsm* 
ttent. H« tbteäten^d mneb^ and did litüev 
He brokö tbe pe^e witb England, and in- 
vaded tfaat oouätly witb a laige ierväy; Üben 
inadö a disbonoorabte trocie witb Lord 
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Daete» who commanded on ihe Englisli 
firontier, and finally retired witbout fight* 
ing, or doing anything to Support the boast» 
whicfa he had made. This miean and poor- 
spirited conduct excited the contempt of 
the Scottish nation, and the Dake found it 
necessary to retreat once more to France, 
that he might obtain money and forces to 
maintain himself in the Regency, which he 
seemed to oceupy rather for the advantage 
of that country than of Scotland« 

The Englishy in the meanwhile» main* 
tfdned the war which Albany had rekindled, 
by destractive and dangerons incursions on 
tibe Scottish frontiers ; and that you may 
know how this fearful kind of warfare was 
condacted, I will give you some account of 
die storming of Jedbm^b^ which happened 
at Um time. 

' Jedburgh was, afber the Castle and town 
of Roxbnrgh had been demoUshed, ihe prin- 
ripal town of the county. It was strongly 
walled, and inhabited by a class of Citizens^ 
whom their neighbourhood to Ae English 

2a2 
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fihmttot^ maOe fiimUÜff with wavk Vli^twim 
ynm $im rinurtäd nter tboM ilioviitauiB in 
whieh tH^ boldest «f th4r aoottnli Border 
ehaa had their abodi?« 

TIm Earl of Stiri*e}r, (wn of faiiii \vlio had 
failquiebed thb Sdots at Floddeii^ imd wlio 
was na# Didce of Norfalk^) adyanead fron» 
Bferwiok to Jedbnrgh in fiejltember IdSl^ 
with bA Brmj of äiboül tili thoiulftfidmaii« 
The Border oIiieftäm% on the Sootüsb fro»* 
tier» coold 4niiy dppoio to titit irelI<'aiqioiliiK^ 
ed ariiiy ibottt fifbeen or fügüteen ftimdftd 
of thMr fellowteri ; bdt ihbjr wara aritk gaW 
lant Boldicgm^ äad so wülin^ to engage in IrnU^ 
tle, that th^ bi^t« English gariery > whö hmis 
sarred iü Foreign c^üntrM as well as at 
bonle^ deelared be bad neve# met tbeif e^wd. ^ 
^ CojM fortj tbohsand Hudb men b^ as» 
sembled/' said Surrey, '* it would bd li. 
dreadfbl enterprisÄ to witbstaAd tbeili.'' 
Bat tbe Ibi^ee of nrnnibers prevluled^ and fbrn- 
Etglish carried the place by assanltr Thor» 
were six streng toWers within the to#n^ 
Wlnoh tontiniied thsir defence aller tli«r 
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wall« W6^ MinilDttfiU^ 1%«M imi'6 tti^ 
rei^^nces bf perddni^ ctf tkakf xMlei round) 
tmd eapable of atrong resfatahee« The Ab^ 
bey also ivtui occupied by tfae Scot», and 
toost fieröely defeddedi The batll^ eenti«^ 
flat^ tili kte hl tiie iiight, and the Englisb 
bad no way cf eoiüpleting^ the Tietory, bat 
by tetting firie to the t0#n $ andeVeninthis 
Mtf endtjTj fhose wfae mantied tbetowers and 
the Abbey 4^titkiiied thdr defenee« The 
Hext day Lord Dscre was dispatehed te at^ 
tlusk the Castle of FairntofahnM^ withiii about 
iht^ miles of Jedburgb^ the feudal fortriesÄ 
of ' Sit Andrew Ker, a Berder ehief , for- 
Hkitly mentloned. It was taken> büt nHth 
gftal loss to the besiegers. In the erening 
Lord Daei^ coütrary to Surre/s com* 
mands^ chose to eneamp with bis cavalry 
without the limits öt the camp which the 
httte^ had ehos^« About ieight at night, 
Whenthe English leaders were at supper^ 
Met coiiduded all resi^tance over, Dacre's 
^piart^re W«äre atfadced^ and bis horses kll 
cut loose* The terrified animaIS| upwards- 
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«f fifiaea himdred fai mudber» came gallopi- 

kag down to SBirey's camp, wbare they 

were received Ivith aliowers of arrows and 

volley« of mudcotry ; for the EngUah aol» 

dierst alarmed by the noiae» thoagkt tha 

Scots were atorming thoir entranchmants, 

andahotoff tliMraliaftsatahazard» Maay 

of the horaeafaninto Jedburghy whichwaa 

atill in flamea^ and were anzed and canied 

off bytbe Scottudi women» acenstomed liko 

iheir hoabanda to the managementof horaea* 

The tumolt waa ao grepit» ihat the EpgUali 

im^nted it to nqpamatural interf erenoe, and 

Sunrey allq;ed ihat the devil waa aeen vi* 

aiUy aix timea during the c<mftunon* Such 

waa the eradolity of the timea; bat the 

whole narrative may give you aome notion 

of the obstinate defenee of tha Soota^ and 

the horrors of a Border foray« 

The Scots, on their aide, were victorionv 
in aeveral aevere actions, in one of whidik 
the Baatard Heron, who hadeontributad ao 
much to Surrey'a snoceaa at Elodden^ wa« 
alain on the field» 
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TU jmAg King of Seotiänd, ttoogit y«t 
i böy, began to show tokens of ill-^will to- 
wards the French and Albany. Some so* 
lä« aftked him whltt Bhcmld be doM With 
llie Frendh, whom tiie Regent bad left be- 
kkid. <« Give ibleiii;'' aaid James^ <«to Da- 
▼ieHome'skeeping/' SirDaTidHomf^^yon 
miist reooUecty was the chieftain who put 
to death Albany's friend. De la Bastie, and 
knitted bis bead by tbe bair to bis saddle» 
bow* 

Albany» bowever» retnmed again from 
Fnmce witb great supplies of money, ar« 
tillery» ann% and otber provisions for oon« 
tinning tbe wilr. Tbese were fdnusbed by 
France, becanse it was tbe interest of tbat 
eonntry at all bazards to maintain the hos- 
tility between ScoÜand and England. Tbe 
Regent once moroi witb a fine army, made 
an attack upon Norham, a casUe on the Eng- 
lidi frontier ; but when be bad nearly gained 
tbis foFtress, be Bttddenly$ wkh bis usnal 
eowardice, left otf the assaoltr on leaming 
tbat Sorrey was advancingtoitÄrelief. Af- 
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ier this second dUBhononrable retreat, AI- 
Imidj left ScoÜand» detested and despiaed 
alike by the nobles and the common people, 
who feit that all bis undertakings had end- 
ed in retreat and disgrace. He to(dc leave 
of Soaüand, never to retum, in the m,<»ith 
ofMay>ld24, 
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